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FgRTog gt AT Y arat & fore arferer g Fyam

4. Thailand approves $600-million deal for Swedish
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e Y o &
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qiferaY f6T & 33T AT WIfAAT 3o IAATT A
FHAR FI TG 8

Satya Pal Malik: last Governor of J&K
who became a staunch critic of Modi

T e

PCS

Satya Pal Malik, the last Go-
vernor of Jammu & Kash-
mir, who became a tren-
chant critic of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the 2021 farmer agi-
tation, passed away in Del-
hi after a prolonged illness
on Tuesday, the sixth anni-
versary of the abrogation
of Article 370.

He is survived by his
teacher-environmentalist
wife, Igbal Malik, and son
Dev Kabir, a well-known
graphic designer.

The seasoned grassroots
politician from western Ut-
tar Pradesh, who weath-
ered many a political
storm spanning over five
decades, was ailing from
kidney issues and was ad-
mitted to the Ram Mano-
har Lohia Hospital in May,
hours after the CBI filed a
chargesheet against him
and five others in the
%2,200-crore Kiru hydro-
power project case on al-
leged corruption charges.

SATYA PAL MALIK (1946-2025)

Mr. Malik, 79, had
strongly denied the charg-
es, and called them politi-
cally motivated. In a social
media post on June 7, he
reiterated that he was be-
ing targeted because he
supported the farmers’
movement and women
wrestlers’ agitation against
sexual harassment.

Earlier, in media inter-
views, he accused the go-
vernment of engaging in a
witch-hunt, claiming that
he had informed the top

leadership that he had
been offered a bribe twice
during his tenure as the
J&K Governor and had
been praised for his hones-
ty. Following the abroga-
tion of Article 370, which
reduced the status of J&K
to a Union Territory, Mr.
Malik was transferred to
Goa and subsequently to
Meghalaya.

Not one to pull his
punches, Mr. Malik was the
only politician who openly
spoke against the Modi go-

vernment while holding a
Constitutional post. After
demitting office, Mr. Malik
created a stir when he al-
leged that Mr. Modi had
shut him up when he
blamed the Centre’s lapses
for the deaths in the Pulwa-
ma attack in 2019, and
highlighted the Home Mi-
nistry’s refusal of an air-
craft that had forced the
convoy to travel by road.

Recently, he raised
questions about Mr. Modi’s
handling of the Pahalgam
attack. However, he re-
mained neutral on Article
370 throughout, and said
he signed on the dotted
line set by the Centre.

His detractors viewed
him as an opportunist who
abandoned the party when
he was superseded by
another Jat and former Go-
vernor, Jagdeep Dhankhar,
in the race for the Vice-Pre-
sident’s chair. However,
Mr. Malik maintained that
it was a fight for his princi-
ples and the interests of
farmers until the end.

Satya Pal Malik:
last Governor
of J&K who
became a
staunch critic
of Modi

HcIqTel HAforh:
AFH-FHAR &
sfas TsTaTe
St A & e
HTATS Tt

. Satya Pal Malik,
the last Governor of
Jammu & Kashmir,
who became a
trenchant critic of
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the 2021 farmer agitation, passed away in
Delhi after a prolonged illness on Tuesday, the sixth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370.

TequTel AfAE, FF-FAR & ey Teaarer, St 2021 & ATt e & SRt
TUTAHA dig A F A 3TerEF 7 AT Y, HT ATAGR F) et H Fh fArd F a1g
forerer g1 91, Ig JrTede 370 F fawer At o aderis of |

He is survived by his teacher-environmentalist wife, Igbal Malik, and son Dev
Kabir, a well-known graphic designer.

3ofeh UREN # 3o7eh! RAT-93TaRorfag gl swarer Afa 3R der &a F&R, & fo
TS gREy T Bager 8, A 2

The seasoned grassroots politician from western Uttar Pradesh, who weathered
many a political storm spanning over five decades, was ailing from kidney issues
and was admitted to the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital in May, hours after the CBI
filed a chargesheet against him and five others in the ¥2,200-crore Kiru
hydropower project case on alleged corruption charges.

qfRerst 3T 9&er o o7y STl A, Siegie) 9 gRrehl H &S UsTailicieh [Wlail T
QAT fohaT, & Y AT @ NST & 3R 7 A 3¢ TH AANGT AT Ireqarer H
T ST 91T T, 38T feeT v € Ugel CBI & 22,200 F13 F % grggiurar Wietee

ATHS H 3% 3R 91T 37 At & TR grerefie g7 &1 2|

Mr. Malik, 79, had strongly denied the charges, and called them politically
motivated. In a social media post on June 7, he reiterated that he was being
targeted because he supported the farmers’ movement and women wrestlers’
agitation against sexual harassment.

79 el & AfSF 7 o7 IR Fr FEdt F @R fomar a7 31k 358 Teifas T WRT
S| 7 ST Y Tk A FASAT 9 & 3ogiel Qg o 3o¢ gafare forermem qemar s
@1 & Fifh 3ogier fRaTe 3neters 3R At 3cdiisa & e After ygaaE! & e
T AL foraT 1|

Earlier, in media interviews, he accused the government of engaging in a witch-
hunt, claiming that he had informed the top leadership that he had been offered a
bribe twice during his tenure as the J&K Governor and had been praised for his
honesty.

Tget, HIfSET $eXeqS # 3eglel THR T Tt gfareier (witch-hunt) &7 31T
ST 2T, A &1 R §U b 3egled o Aced T ST o7 o 3o IsaTel T§ et &Y IR

Reaa Fr Tersper Fr 15 27 3R 358 37T SHATIGRY & AT F|T 31347 7|

Following the abrogation of Article 370, which reduced the status of J&K to a
Union Territory, Mr. Malik was transferred to Goa and subsequently to
Meghalaya.

HTeSg 370 F A & a1¢, foTa8 FF-FeHAR FY dhg i w&er &7 gatt e, A7
Aforeh T MaT 3R 15 F AUTIT TATHAART H 2T 31|

Not one to pull his punches, Mr. Malik was the only politician who openly spoke
against the Modi government while holding a Constitutional post.

¥y diele arel A1 Al A W Tseiar I gl FauTas 9g W @ §T el

AN IHR Y AT S|

After demitting office, Mr. Malik created a stir when he alleged that Mr. Modi had
shut him up when he blamed the Centre’s lapses for the deaths in the Pulwama
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attack in 2019, and highlighted the Home Ministry’s refusal of an aircraft that had
forced the convoy to travel by road.

UE, BISe o dTe A Al o goreel HuT & e 37611 HRIT 9T o o Ay o 3¢ 99
FT, 519 o611 2019 JorarAT goel # Hial & fw &g v g5 F FeAer sgarm 3k
Ig & ST o 8 AT F AT & & sar R, fored Fifter Y ws ANt &
SITelT 9ST|

o Recently, he raised questions about Mr. Modi’s handling of the Pahalgam attack.

However, he remained neutral on Article 370 throughout, and said he signed on
the dotted line set by the Centre.

BTel 81 # 3o51e] gTeNH g Y AR ALY ST Y §{fAFT W FaTer 331U GTelifeh, Iopiel
et 370 TN FAAT AEY T@ W1 3N gl foh 3egie g ganT e W@
gEaaR T

e His detractors viewed him as an opportunist who abandoned the party when he

was superseded by another Jat and former Governor, Jagdeep Dhankhar, in the
race for the Vice-President’s chair.

3oTch TS 3e¢ AU AT &, TSIt da UIet B3 &, 519 3o¢ IWIseufa g i
gtz & qEY e 3R 7 AT ST gerEs & 9 w1 o o)

e However, Mr. Malik maintained that it was a fight for his principles and the
interests of farmers until the end.

gretifer 2 A o Ig gT 6 I8 37 fAgural i a31$ 3R et & Rar fravs

T 3ra a& Y arerS oY)

Ayush Ministry and FSSAI
release a list of Ayurveda

mm e -

Bindu Shajan Pera; an

Avurvedic food is

Aahara food preparations

classical Ayurvedic texts

Ayush Ministry and FSSAI
release a list of ‘Ayurveda
Aahara’ food preparations

3TN AT 3 FSSAI A

NEW DELHI viewed as a trusted listed in Schedule A. .
choice that combines To facilitate future addi- 1 m L] m
The Food Safety and Stan- modern dietary tions, FSSAI has esta- 3 m ETE\?T

dards Authority of India
(FSSAI), in consultation
with the Ayush Ministry,
has released a list of Ayur-
vedic food preparations
under the category of Ay-

habits with tradition

“This move will bring
India’s traditional food wis-

blished a process for FBOs
to request inclusion of ad-
ditional Category A pro-
ducts not yet listed and
such requests need sup-
porting references from

s T STRY 1

. The Food Safety and

urveda Aahara. dom into the mainstream,  authoritative texts in Sche- . .
Ayurveda Aahara refers  following the introduction  dule A. Standards Authorlty of India (FSSA|),
to foods developed accord-  of the Food Safety and Prataprao Jadhav, Minis-  jn consultation with the Ayush Ministry,

ing to Ayurvedic dietary
guidelines, focusing on ba-
lance, seasonal suitability,
and natural ingredients
and herbs with therapeutic

Standards (Ayurveda Aaha-
ra) Regulations in 2022.
These regulations recog-
nise foods based on re-
cipes, ingredients, and

ter of State for Ayush and
Health & Family Welfare,
urged citizens to incorpo-
rate Ayurveda Aahara into
their daily lives to expe-

has released a list of Ayurvedic food
preparations under the category of
Ayurveda Aahara.

benefits. processes from authorita-  rience its long-term health W ST & 3ﬁT HATAH mw
With rising public inter-  tive Ayurvedic texts, and  benefits. S 9
est in preventive health the new list brings clarity Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, AT m’ gqITH?
and sustainable living, Ay-  and confidence to consum-  Secretary, Ayush Ministry, (FSSAI) ﬁ ) a; T ﬁ
urveda Aahara is viewedas  ers and businesses alike,” stated that the release of 3TI'¢F;Z' q.u.n. 3‘“?&%
atrusted nutritional choice  explained an Ayush Minis-  the list of Ayurveda Aahara S JER a; ded S m q_
that combines tradition try official, adding that the  aligns India’s traditional m H_tﬂ' am
with modern dietary ha- list, issued under Note (1) knowledge systems with Eﬁ- 1N Eﬁ- %-I %)D
bits, noted a release issued  of Schedule B of theregula- modern regulatory frame- &

by the Ministry.
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Ayurveda Aahara refers to foods developed according to Ayurvedic dietary
guidelines, focusing on balance, seasonal suitability, and natural ingredients
and herbs with therapeutic benefits.

IS HTER 3T Wi TeTUf T gl ST § S Ay Hrer feem-fadet & sgar
fasr il vt ST §, et S, g 3ugaFaan ik wpfas anrh 7 sty -
Rt & R amr anfae &

With rising public interest in preventive health and sustainable living, Ayurveda

Aahara is viewed as a trusted nutritional choice that combines tradition with
modern dietary habits, noted a release issued by the Ministry.

VFATATHS FARLT 3R Taa shaer Aeh & STvelr 1 o 3 & |y, 31gde IR &
TRaRE A 3T 3 MR sedt 1 Sise aren Rreawsra aryor {Few AT o
ET &, HATeA GaRT SIRT Teh fa=ifed H &gl I

“This move will bring India’s traditional food wisdom into the mainstream,
following the introduction of the Food Safety and Standards (Ayurveda Aahara)
Regulations in 2022.

“Tg e H 2022 A Wiey GIaT 3R AT (Mg 3mer) fAfazst Sy y&3nd & a1 wRa
#Y TR TTET AT TOT T FEIURT 7 oAT0aT|

These regulations recognise foods based on recipes, ingredients, and processes
from authoritative Ayurvedic texts, and the new list brings clarity and confidence
to consumers and businesses alike,” explained an Ayush Ministry official, adding

that the list, issued under Note (1) of Schedule B of the regulations, draws directly
from classical Ayurvedic texts listed in Schedule A.

¥ fafergs g srgdfee gl o afota WA, arref sk afteansit & smar o
Wey Yerdf &l AT ¢d &, 3R 78 Fet STt 3R caaardt e i Favear 3R
AT YETeT el 8, Ueh 3TN HATT H ORI &7 S, @ &1 vet o g g fafarast
& AN B & AN (1) & g STRT T 318 § 3R I Iyt A A Feiaee yreher

g oyt @ @A A IS 8

To facilitate future additions, FSSAI has established a process for FBOs to request
inclusion of additional Category A products not yet listed and such requests need
supporting references from authoritative texts in Schedule A.

AT & AT 3cUTET F MAT FI T GrAUTSTTah a1 & U, FSSAl 7 Teg
SATHTT WATe! (FBOs) & U 3o Category A 3e9TaT &1 SiISeT ol eI el hl
SfshaT §aTTs & i 378t T & enffrer o7Et 8, 3R 0F 3reqreil & fov et A & wrATors

TYT T eI ST T I |

Prataprao Jadhav, Minister of State for Ayush and Health & Family Welfare,
urged citizens to incorporate Ayurveda Aahara into their daily lives to experience
its long-term health benefits.

YATTITd SATEd, Y TT TR AR TRAR Fe 107 Te7 73l A ARTRA & Agde
IR FT 319611 S Shaerdtelt 7 anfFer et 1 3mag forar arfer o s drdefos

TATELY ST T 3T T b |

Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, Ayush Ministry, stated that the release of the

list of Ayurveda Aahara aligns India’s traditional knowledge systems with
modern regulatory frameworks.

e Trerer FieT, AiHE, YW HATRT o e o ITYIE MR AT YAl STRY e IR
#Y IR AT JorTelt 1 3meyfars framre o & @ WfEd g
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A billboard in Kolhapur seeking Madhuri’s return. SNEHAL MUTHA

Maharashtra to file
petition for elephant
Madhuri’s retum

__________________________

Maharashtra to file petition
for elephant Madhuri’s return

HERISg greft AT AT a9 &
fow e g Fwm

o Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said the State
government will file a review petition in the
Supreme Court to bring back the 36-year-old
elephant Mahadevi, popularly known as
Madhuri, from NGO Vantara’s wildlife
rehabilitation facility in Jamnagar, Gujarat.

HERTSE o HEIHAT &G BSUE o HITAR

PCS
Snehal Mutha where thousands of villag- <hel o T=T TFR ;J-,W & AHTIR e
KOLHAPUR ers have signed petitions TASN3T TAART &F =T IAaTH g T 36
and participated in silent 2
Maharashtra Chief Minister ~ marches to express their  gffy gfa=l AR, T NET TT T AT
Devendra Fadnavis on  anger against transferring >

Tuesday said the State go-

the elephant from a local

gl STl &, T aT9E ol o ToIT goer F1E &

vernment will file a review  Jain Mutt on July 30, fol- ‘F-Iﬁ?ﬂT F

petition in the Supreme lowing a judgment by the 35 ATRAHT ERR I

Court to bring back the 36-  Bombay ~ High  Court e Vantara is the brainchild of Anant

year-old ellel?hank;Mahade- gphotldﬂzjg ta ﬁutr;ﬁ_e[“:e Ambani, son of industrialist Mukesh Ambani.

vi, popularly known as ourt order to rehabilitate . .

Madhuri, from NGO Vanta-  the “ailing” elephant to ~ JecINT SCANTIfCY T JHaTelt & I 31Tl

ra’s wildlife rehabilitation = Vantara based on a petition a1l 7 9RFET=T

facility in  Jamnagar, by the People for the Ethi- il i ¢ %—I -

Gujarat. cal Treatment of Animals e Speaking to presspersons after chairing
Vantara is the brainchild  (PETA). a review meeting on the issue, the Chief

of Anant Ambani, son of in-
dustrialist Mukesh
Ambani.

Speaking to pressper-
sons after chairing a review
meeting on the issue, the
Chief Minister said, “We
will explore all the legal
measures available to
bring her back.”

The move comes amid
widespread protests across
western Maharashtra’s Kol-
hapur and Sangli districts,

Former MP Raju Shetti,
who led a protest march in
Kolhapur on Sunday, ac-
cused the non-profit or-
ganisation of “stealing our
elephants”.

Meanwhile, in Kolha-
pur, large hoardings have
cropped up in almost ev-
ery locality, rallying for the
elephant’s return. The bill-
boards put up by residents
and local outfits have been
signed by area residents.

Minister said, “We will explore all the legal
measures available to bring her back.”

SH Hog TR WHIAT Soa & 3TEaTal lel & d1g
TASRT & ST I §U HEIHAT o Fel, “GH 38
aTd ATl & ToIT 3qelsts gl Fiefalt 39T T
qdT SfeTaar|”

o The move comes amid widespread
protests across western Maharashtra’s
Kolhapur and Sangli districts, where

thousands of villagers have signed petitions and participated in silent marches to
express their anger against transferring the elephant from a local Jain Mutt on July
30, following a judgment by the Bombay High Court upholding a Supreme Court
order to rehabilitate the ailing elephant to Vantara based on a petition by the People
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for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).

Ig e H YTRTH HERISE & HlegTq) X Wiarelt forelt 7 wrel ¢ sqmaeh faver & orer 3orar
91T ¥, STET goTRT AreIon o a3t 0¥ gearer fhe § 3 Aler Serat & sy for &
oTfeh 30 S[ATS T TUTA ST 7S A FTA ohl TUTATANT el oh TAET 3 T HTHIA
Wﬁmmaﬁﬂwwmmaﬁé%mﬁvﬁa?mgmmﬁm
gmnaﬂéa;mrﬁaww—c‘rgr People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) & I1f2renr R 1T &l aeTar 7 qoAaiffie siet &t Hoplr & o ardifer o faAr
o

Former MP Raju Shetti, who led a protest march in Kolhapur on Sunday, accused
the non-profit organisation of “stealing our elephants”.

g # TR 1 AN AT 7 Acfed e aTel T3 TS o A A 57 IR-
TR HATS T “FAR FIAAT ! I T RN ol |

Meanwhile, in Kolhapur, large hoardings have cropped up in almost every locality,
rallying for the elephant’s return.

58 ST, PICETYT H SIT8IT G Solleh H §1U=AT T arqHlt & AT I olee o3 @fS7w erame
v g

The billboards, put up by residents and local outfits, have been signed by area
residents.

I frerarsw, T fRarfAat 3R T Harsat gany o9 a7v §, i atFanfaal
CaNT gEaTeTRa faham arm g

Thailand approves $600-million

Thailand approves $600-million deal for Swedish fighter aircraft

deal for Swedish fighter aircraft YTSels of TIfSer osre AAE & faw
ZEEN

.............

______________ : | orgTe fawTet iy @dig F Al ), ¥g Aoy
Thailand approved the purchase of four Swedish-made Gripen . .

fighter jets on Tuesday, a week after reaching a ceasefire in deadly EIW’I‘%!IT * GICRIGED ;I T m a; q1¢ Ush

border clashes with Cambodia. The $600 million agreement for the .

Saab JAS 39 Gripens was first announced in June as part of a {I,E}lﬁTlTl' 3 |3| IEI @ qgﬂﬁ a; Th H :E”g L1 m

long-term plan to modernise the air force's combat capabilities. AFp

600 fAferaer sfer & i & #d &

Thailand approved the purchase of four
Swedish-made Gripen fighter jets on Tuesday,
a week after reaching a ceasefire in deadly
border clashes with Cambodia.

ITEds F FAIaR F) iz # fafda ax frdsr

T

The $600 million agreement for the Saab JAS 39 Gripens was first announced in
June as part of a long-term plan to modernise the air force's combat capabilities.

600 fATrTeT sTert T aF FAHtar a1a JAS 39 iy oot faaTet o forw Spar o ugelr
SR SN foRaT a1 T, S Ty AT T Y& &THCAT3T I AT feieh Soflel T rerehifareh
AISTAT T BEAT & |
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Major effort: The WHO and partners embarked on their
polio campaign in 1988 with the goal of eradication. ap

Polio rebounds as
gaps undermine
eradication drive

...........................

Associated Press
KARACHI

For the past decade, Sughra Ayaz has travelled
door-to-door in southeastern Pakistan, pleading
with parents to allow children to be vaccinated
against polio as part of a global campaign to wipe
out the paralytic disease.

Amid rampant misinformation and immense
pressure for the campaign to succeed, Ms. Ayaz
said, some managers have instructed workers to
falsely mark children as immunised. And the vac-
cines, which must be kept cold, aren’t always
stored correctly, she added.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and
partners embarked on their polio campaign in
1988 with the bold goal of eradication. They came
close several times, including in 2021, when just
five cases of the natural virus were reported. But
since then, cases rebounded, hitting 99 last year,
and officials have missed at least six self-imposed
eradication deadlines. Afghanistan and Pakistan
remain the only countries where transmission of
polio has never been interrupted. The worldwide
campaign has focused most of its attention and
funding there for the past decade. But in its quest
to eliminate the disease, the Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative has been derailed by mismanage-
ment and what insiders describe as blind alle-
giance to an outdated strategy and a problematic
oral vaccine, according to internal materials. Offi-
cials have falsified vaccination records, selected
unqualified people to dole out drops, failed to
send out teams during mass campaigns, and dis-
missed concerns about the oral vaccine sparking
outbreaks, according to documents.

Polio rebounds as gaps undermine
eradication drive

qiferat T @ 3T FifF Enfaat seee
FfATT M FAIR T @ E

o For the past decade, Sughra Ayaz has travelled door-to-door
in southeastern Pakistan, pleading with parents to allow
children to be vaccinated against polio as part of a global
campaign to wipe out the paralytic disease.

oo g aut & e e aftvor-qdf wrferearr 7 ev-eR S
ATT-aar & DferAY & ToTh STat &7 ShIeIor T T SRT*H
ARA & Ted 31T I QT &, ATfh 38 AhaATIFd 9T i fAerr 5
qh|

 Amid rampant misinformation and immense pressure for the
campaign to succeed, Ms. Ayaz said, some managers have
instructed workers to falsely mark children as immunised.

Prerel 78T ST 3 31TAATT Y el & Y gara & &,
3TN 1 e Toh e FeItrehl of HATTRET T Teeil Y BT ErhTgHel
@ & fder iew 8

¢ And the vaccines, which must be kept cold, aren’t always
stored correctly, she added.

3R 3egier Ig off SiET & foreT &t Y S3T T@T JT=T 91T, 3o

THAT & ad § HITed wIg! fohar SraT|

o The World Health Organization (WHO) and partners
embarked on their polio campaign in 1988 with the bold goal of
eradication.

2T Fareey gered (WHO) 3R 39 agaifiat = 1988 # qiferay
ITHIAT T YBINA IeH A & WA e & [Ty T A |

e They came close several times, including in 2021, when just
five cases of the natural virus were reported.

a‘a»—éansﬂar&‘qamﬂaq—g“ra,ﬁaﬁzom AT &, ST hdel
g A 1 RO epfas aeRe & &9 7 gof &1 715 Y|

¢ But since then, cases rebounded, hitting 99 last year, and

officials have missed at least six self-imposed eradication deadlines.
aﬁmsﬂ%aﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁw#@ﬁr@, 3R Ao A1t I8 T&ar 99 aiﬁq'g*ir?ré ary
8l TR A & HH TF TIT T $Y 7§ 3ol T FAI-HATT Ieh T

e Afghanistan and Pakistan remain the only countries where transmission of polio
has never been interrupted.

Irpaneredrer 3N arfrearer 3rsft oft 9 &) Sor § gt wiferay 1 wwaor Feft g aE @

AT SHI G|

o The worldwide campaign has focused most of its attention and funding there for the

past decade.
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e Butin its quest to eliminate the disease, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative has
been derailed by mismanagement and what insiders describe as blind allegiance

to an outdated strategy and a problematic oral vaccine, according to internal
materials.

el S8 SHNT T WA =t T IR A, ARTF Aot eoerer gge 1 Faae 3R
Teh QAT Q0T F TR A &% & iy 3y forser o 7ed @ 3aR R d,
AR SEATAST & ITaR |

o Officials have falsified vaccination records, selected unqualified people to dole
out drops, failed to send out teams during mass campaigns, and dismissed
concerns about the oral vaccine sparking outbreaks, according to documents.

SETASAT o 3TAR, ITRFRET o Eraraor Refs 7 gTHBT 2T 8, e aert o1 &
A 4 & & T rgerd v B, ster srfdramait & ghoer At &6t w1¢ s, i AR a9
T TRIT g1 Y Ransit v Fosiers Far

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave four dead

3A0ES 7 Foldl Foig § IR T AT

2. In top court, Centre rejects any move to lower age of
consent

Hafed F AT A, g F WeATA Y 1Y " & e off
YEdd ) @R far

3. 2 die in M.P. after fall at overcrowded religious meet
iz arer et ST # AR T AT A 2 Hr \@la

4. Eighty years on from Hiroshima

fRATRAT & 3T wrer a1
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Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave four dead

Many feared washed away after water from Kheer
Ganga river swept through Dharali in Uttarkashi

NEW DELHI

t least four persons
A were killed and do-
zens feared washed

away in Uttarkashi district
of Uttarakhand after flash
floods triggered by torren-
tial rain hit the Kheer Gan-
ga river on Tuesday
afternoon.

The floods hit hotels
and residential buildings in
Dharali town, situated
8,600 feet above sea level,
where video footage re-
corded by residents
showed giant waves of wa-
ter gushing through the
area and swallowing eve-
rything in their way, in-
cluding people and homes.

Residents were heard
yelling warnings to their
acquaintances to run for
their lives. The entire mar-
ket area of the popular tou-
rist town was washed away
in minutes, leaving the

Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave four dead

: place looking like a sludge-

filled river bed.

At least 25 establish-
ments, including hotels,
guest houses, and homes
were completely des-
troyed. A rough estimate
by the district administra-
tion says that around 6070
people are missing or
might be trapped in the
area. As many as nine Ar-
my personnel are feared
missing, said Lieutenant-
Colonel Manish Shrivasta-
va, the Army’s Public Rela-
tions Officer at Dehradun.
Army rescued around 20
people in the first three
hours of the rescue opera-
tion, he added.

Heavy losses
Uttarkashi District Magis-
trate Prashant Arya said
that the floods, which hit
the town around 1.45 p.m.,
had caused heavy losses of
life and property.

Sources in the Indo-Ti-

Local authorities estimate that around 60-70
people are missing or trapped in the area

Blink of an eye: A series of images shows floodwater surging downhlll and destroymg bulldmgs in
Dharali town, located 8,600 feet above sea level, in Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. PTi

betan Border Police (ITBP)
in the area said that 32 peo-
ple were rescued by diffe-
rent teams.

As many as 120 people
were rescued and given
first aid till the time of filing
this report.

The administration has

also set up relief camps for
those affected. Hospitals in
the area have been asked
to reserve a separate wing
for the treatment of in-
jured people, and medical
teams have been asked to
be ready with beds, oxy-
gen, and medicines.

3A0ES H Foldl Foig ¥ IR &1 AlT

Many feared washed away after water from Kheer Ganga river swept through
Dharali in Uttarkashi

g 191 ALY FT GTiT ST & Tl H TgoT J e I3 o I§ SATet T ATART

“There has been heavy
destruction in the area
around the Harshil heli-
pad, another popular tou-
rist spot which also houses
an Army and [Indo-Tibetan
Border Police] ITBP camp.
Teams of State Disaster
Response Force, Army and

ITBP were immediately
rushed to the spot to carry
out rescue operations on a
war footing,” Mr. Arya said.

Given the poor weather
conditions and further
predictions of heavy rains
over the next couple of
days, the administration
has announced that all
schools will be shut on July
6.

Disaster management
officials have been asked to
use loudspeakers and si-
rens to alert people living
in villages near the river, in
the Chilyanisaur, Bhatwari,
and Dunda blocks, asking
them to evacuate their
homes for safer locations.
Trekking permits in Uttar-
kashi have also been de-
nied until further notice.

CM condoles losses

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami con-
doled the losses and or-
dered the administration

Nine Army personnel feared missing, 20 people
rescued in first three hours, Army officer says

to ensure speedy rescue
and rehabilitation. “I am in
constant contact with se-
nior officials, and the situa-
tion is being closely moni-
tored. I pray to God for
everyone’s safety,” the CM
said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah also spoke to
Mr. Dhami and took stock
of the situation and the res-
cue operation. The Union
government has assured
the State of its help in the
rescue efforts.

Hours after Dharali, in-
formation of flash floods
triggered by rains was re-
cieved from Sukhi top,
another tourists destina-
tion in Uttarkashi, said Vi-
nay Shankar Pandey, divi-
sional commissioner of
Garhwal region. He added
that no loss of life was re-
ported from the spot but
the water level in the river
increased drastically.

Local authorities estimate that around 60—-70 people are missing or trapped in the

area

TUTA GRITHe T AT ¢ T &1 3 ST 6070 ST ATl AT A §U
Nine Army personnel feared missing, 20 people rescued in first three hours, Army

officer says

At A=t aradr, uger disT Tel & 20 91 Y =R 74T, ST ARFRT F Farar

At least four persons were killed and dozens feared washed away

9 W F IR A 1 3t g6 3R gt & g A amera ¥

In Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand after flash floods triggered by torrential
rain hit the Kheer Ganga river on Tuesday afternoon

HITAR SIIET ! AoT STRET F HROT GIT 9T 7d) I 37T Folel FoIg & 9l 30E@S F

IR o 7

The floods hit hotels and residential buildings in Dharali town

1% o eRTel FES H geal 3R smarhy sardt # gsnfaa frar
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o Situated 8,600 feet above sea level, where video footage recorded by residents
showed giant waves of water gushing through the area

TG de ¥ 8,600 e i Fam$ X fFua, Srg7 arfeat ganr Refs fomar aram iz
fearar & for sl wre¥ 817 7 98 Wi of
o Swallowing everything in their way, including people and homes
et 3R et T 31T TR 3 T ATl g% <t Y e g
Residents were heard yelling warnings
forareft et & ge g T
e To their acquaintances to run for their lives

mﬁrﬁa’fﬁmm#mm%%@%ﬁ@

The entire market area of the popular tourist town was washed away in minutes

3 AHAT g TI FT U SR 817 Fo 81 fAerel 7 g a2

e Leaving the place looking like a sludge-filled river bed

S oa g ST s & R A a o igae ot

o At least 25 establishments, including hotels, guest houses, and homes, were
completely destroyed

FH A FH 25 gfasar, [ gice, e g3d 3N =0 ATAS &, T a1F ¢ 8 1T
e A rough estimate by the district administration says
TreIT weITeer & AT F ITAR

e Around 60-70 people are missing or might be trapped in the area

81 3 FTITSIT 60—70 WY SATIAT AT B & T &

e As many as nine Army personnel are feared missing, said Lieutenant Colonel
Manish Shrivastava, the Army’s Public Relations Officer at Dehradun

AEIGST T8I T o SIeTeueh DRI AfFesic Ferel AeATY Aareaa = T fob eTarsyar
it AT & ST AT §

e Army rescued around 20 people in the first three hours of the rescue operation,
he added

3ot ST o [EFY T F Tgel cftet ST F AT F FTre7er 20 Wt Y q=rAw

Heavy losses
AR THATA

Uttarkashi District Magistrate Prashant Arya said
IRt & forenfaarl werna 3  Fgr

e The floods, which hit the town around 1.45 p.m., had caused heavy losses of life
and property

aIIET 1:45 T F AT TS qTG o STTA-ATeT T HY FHAT [haATE

Sources in the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) said

sRa-fosaa @ gfaw (3mdadh) & @&t  samr
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o That 32 people were rescued by different teams

fo 32 At &t Raffesr ST garT a=mar =

e As many as 120 people were rescued and given first aid till the time of filing
this report

RATE 2T glet oeh et 120 At Y F=rraT 714 AR JrafAs sT=r feam ar
¢ The administration has also set up relief camps for those affected

T & g3Tfad «en & fow ga RifaR sft v fpe &

e Hospitals in the area have been asked to reserve a separate wing for treatment
of injured people

8T & ETATAT &Y T F 3STIR & T U 3rerer Q91 3RfaT & HI Fgl - g

e Medical teams have been asked to be ready with beds, oxygen, and medicines

Rfrcar dAY F REaR, sitFdsrer 3T gansit & Ty AR @ FI Fer AT R

o There has been heavy destruction in the area around the Harshil helipad,
another popular tourist spot

maﬁr&gasma:mﬁmmgé%mwmmmw%

e Which also houses an Army and ITBP camp

SieT AT AR IEAR R FTHFT N

o Teams of State Disaster Response Force, Army and ITBP were immediately
rushed to the spot

T 3maer St aa, {0 i IrEded i IeF qia AlF w ash s

e To carry out rescue operations on a war footing, Mr. Arya said

&Y FAT W G F Tellol o [T, 2 I o gt

o Given the poor weather conditions and further predictions of heavy rains

mﬁmmﬁmmmmﬂ@mﬁwﬁaﬁmg

e The administration has announced that all schools will be shut on July 6

TRITHe & Byor 1 § o 6 Jors Y Wl Tt g W

o Disaster management officials have been asked to use loudspeakers and
sirens

HTIST Yaere ATAFIRAT § A3sThia 3 AR FT 3TAN FIA FT el AT

e To alert people living in villages near the river, in the Chilyanisaur, Bhatwari, and
Dunda blocks, asking them to evacuate their homes for safer locations

&Y & UTH & T A g aTel oant bt FRreanforal, sreardt 3l 331 setel  gRET
FUTAT Y 30T 8T GTell HI 1 Hgl AT E

o Trekking permits in Uttarkashi have also been denied until further notice

Faeahnft F Efher iRe 3rTer 3T aF 16 W fjraw §

Pagelz

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

CM condoles losses

HEIHA F A e fomar

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami condoled the losses
TGS F HEIAA TsT AT Ul & Joharer T o g

¢ And ordered the administration to ensure speedy rescue and rehabilitation
3R TRITEe T A e AR gorat YRAvaa w71 e i

« “l am in constant contact with senior officials, and the situation is being closely
monitored. | pray to God for everyone’s safety,” the CM said

AEFE A A Fgl, “H aRes HRAFRAT @ TR @9 7 §, 1R ufa 1 Ao @l s
T 1 & ol Y e F fAw feaw @ e Far g1’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah also spoke to Mr. Dhami

T g A 3R a7E 7N 3R e F oft oh et A AT A

¢ And took stock of the situation and the rescue operation
3R feufa 3tk sarg FF Hr wetem H

o The Union government has assured the State of its help in the rescue efforts
F¢ TFR A T &) Ued F141  FAeg $1 3TeareeT & @

Hours after Dharali, information of flash floods triggered by rains was received from
Sukhi Top

tRTel F FB U d1G AR § IS Foler Fors At gaar gat <ra F el

e Another tourist destination in Uttarkashi, said Vinay Shankar Pandey, Divisional
Commissioner of Garhwal region
i STl T Ueh 3R Goee T ¢, IGaTel &1 F HSATIFd faersy AT 9TS & qardm

e He added that no loss of life was reported from the spot, but the water level in
the river increased drastically

3egiol I foh uear ¥ § fndt i Feg 1 Faa 781 8, Aokt 7Y T Fereaw Frhy

Crkip)
Tributaries of the Ganga River
Left and Right Bank Tributaries of Ganga River
Right
Left Bank Tributaries Bank
Tributaries
Ramganga Yamuna
. Tamsa
Gomti (Tons)
Ghaghara (Karnali in Nepal) Son L)
Gandak (Narayani in Nepal) Punpun oA
Kosi (Sapt Kosi in Nepal) Kiul &
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Mahananda Chandan
Kalindri North Koel
Little Gandak
Burhi Gandak
Left Bank Tributaries

* Originate mostly from Nepal Himalayas (e.g., Ghaghara, Gandak, Kosi).

* Tend to carry more silt and water, often leading to flooding in North Bihar and Eastern UP.

* Join Ganga from the north and northeast.

Right Bank Tributaries
* Mostly originate from the peninsular highlands or southern slopes of the Himalayas.

* Join Ganga from the south and southwest.
* Rivers like Yamuna and Son are important for irrigation and hydroelectric projects.

Origin of Ganga
* Formed at Devprayag by the confluence of Bhagirathi and Alaknanda.
Drainage Basin

» Ganga Basin covers more than 25% of India's geographical area.
* It is the largest river basin in India.
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In top court, Centre
rejects any move to
lower age of consent

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The Union government has
objected before the Su-
preme Court to any move
to reduce the age of con-
sent under child protec-
tion laws from 18 to 16,
warning that such a change
would open the floodgates
to trafficking and other
forms of child abuse under
the garb of assent.

“Introducing a legisla-
tive close-in-age exception
or reducing the age of con-
sent would irrevocably di-
lute the statutory pre-
sumption of vulnerability
that lies at the heart of
child protection law,” the
Centre, represented by Ad-
ditional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, clarified
in written submissions
placed on record.

To buttress its argu-
ment, the Centre cited a
2007 Ministry of Women
and Child Development
study which found that
53.22% of children report-
ed facing one or more
forms of sexual abuse. It

Govt. warns that
reducing it to 16
vears from existing
18 will lead to
trafficking issues

noted that in 50% of these
cases, the abusers were
persons in positions of
trust or authority, includ-
ing parents, relatives,
neighbours, and school
staff.

The Centre’s position is
in contrast to that of senior
advocate and amicus cu-
riae Indira Jaising, who has
argued before the court
that consensual sexual ac-
tivity between adolescents
aged 16 to 18 should not be
classified as “abuse” or cri-
minalised under the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act. Ms. Jaising urged the
court to read a “close-in-
age exception” into the
law, which would apply to
consensual sexual activity
where both individuals are
adolescents aged between
16 and 18.

In top court, Centre
rejects any move to
lower age of consent

Hafed =g H, g o
HEATT AT 3T T &
ford sft geara & @R
forar

o The Union government has
objected before the Supreme Court to
any move to reduce the age of consent
under child protection laws from 18 to
16, warning that such a change would
open the floodgates to trafficking
and other forms of child abuse under
the garb of assent.

&g TIHR  Fafcd =TT & THeT
Toa) Y &I HaH FPA F dod
HEAT Y Y Y 18 | T 16 FA
& ferdll it shaa ot o T &, I8
Wéﬁg‘(’ﬁ?ﬂmwm
T 3R 3T YFR F a1 MYOT
fore IreaT @irer ¢am|

. “‘Introducing a legislative close-
in-age exception or reducing the age
of consent would irrevocably dilute
the statutory presumption of
vulnerability that lies at the heart of
child protection law,” the Centre,
represented by Additional Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati, clarified in
written submissions placed on record.

&g &1 3R T Afaied aifafle S
Yeaat $TEY A Repls 7 GE T 15
fof@a gl # Tuse famar 6w
"FAIA-SA-UST 39ATG T AT HLAT AT

HEHTT hY 31T I TTAT, Ted T GI&T FefeT F 37 A fAfea Fagereliaar #r fRFearh
RO 1 IAfATANT T F FHAAN BT MM

e To buttress its argument, the Centre cited a 2007 Ministry of Women and Child
Development study which found that 53.22% of children reported facing one or

more forms of sexual abuse.
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3799 e I AT A & [T g F 2007 # AT v arer e #ATerT G@nT fve
T TH HEYIA T gaTell 18T Tor g IIT 97 foh 53.22% a<dl o U IT T A HA¥F
YR & I ANOT &7 FTHAT et by RAE &1 2|

It noted that in 50% of these cases, the abusers were persons in positions of trust
or authority, including parents, relatives, neighbours, and school staff.

g $Y Sooig T 3T foh 37 ATHET 7 50% AT & TR 0F SeT & St fearw ar
sfrFR At Ryl & 9, 5=t Arar-Rar, Reder, s ik e werw anfae &

The Centre’s position is in contrast to that of senior advocate and amicus curiae
Indira Jaising, who has argued before the court that consensual sexual activity
between adolescents aged 16 to 18 should not be classified as “abuse” or

criminalised under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act.

e, &1 7 ates siftaFar 3k maTey gan fagea B s s s frag @
el 8§, [Siegiet =amarer 31 e fear 6 16 & 18 af &y 3y & fanaiRi & dfrer o
FeAfa & Tl W H POCSO FTefeT & g "o AT ORI ALl HAAT ST AR T

Ms. Jaising urged the court to read a “close-in-age exception” into the law, which
would apply to consensual sexual activity where both individuals are
adolescents aged between 16 and 18.

AT STATHE & AT A G [T o et A "Fello-ge1-U HYaATE" I IGT ST,
S 3T AT 3 9] & STeT aXAl SufFe 16 W 18 ¥ Y 3y & Frew gf 31k o
weAfa @ Il afafdfr s @ &l
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2 die in M.P.
after fall at
overcrowded
religious meet

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

FE s mEEEEs s E s EEEE s E s .

'GS I: Society

and three people injured
after a number of devotees
fell during an overcrowded
religious gathering in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Sehore dis-
trict on Tuesday, the police
said.

According to the police,
the incident took place
around noon at Kuberesh-
war Dham of religious
preacher Pradip Mishra.

Mr. Mishra, a popular
religious figure, is sche-
duled to take out a Kanwar
Yatra from his ashram on
Wednesday and had called
upon devotees to join him,
resulting in large crowds at
the ashram.

Sehore Additional Supe-
rintendent of Police Sunita
Rawat told The Hindu that
during the distribution of
rudraksha (prayer beads),
a woman in the front of a
queue fainted and -col-
lapsed, due to which some
others also fell.

“There was no stam-
pede but some people had
fallen, leading to the inci-
dent,” Ms. Rawat said, ad-
ding that two people re-
tained minor injuries while
one woman is critical.

2 die in M.P. after fall at overcrowded
religious meet

sz arar et ST # RS A AT, 7 2
fr AT

. Two women were killed and three people injured after a
number of devotees fell during an overcrowded religious gathering
in Madhya Pradesh’s Sehore district on Tuesday, the police said.

e & 3TAR, HIMAR I ALT For F HigR e # fizemms a

- enfie AT & R &8 HeHTe3i & TRe 4 o Afganst fr AT grarg

3R Yer ST T 8 9wy

. According to the police, the incident took place around noon at
Kubereshwar Dham of religious preacher Pradip Mishra.

9o & 3TTER, Ig T Q196 & I ETieeh Jaereiehcll FerT fFram
o FaXRAT UTH H g3
. Mr. Mishra, a popular religious figure, is scheduled to take

out a Kanwar Yatra from his ashram on Wednesday and has called
upon devotees to join him, resulting in large crowds at the ashram.

wfieer enfiie safda s ST qerar & 379 34 & Fiag AT ol
aTel 8 3R 3ogiel AU & A glat T 37ier T o, TSy 3w &
Y #f13 S TS

. Sehore Additional Superintendent of Police Sunita Rawat told
The Hindu that during the distribution of rudraksha (prayer beads), a
woman in the front of a queue fainted and collapsed, due to which
some others also fell.

B 1 JTARFT Yo 3refieteh Falldr Tad o & fag ol I foh wgmed
(9Te=T ATAT) & AT & ERTT AR F TqGH 19T W7 Uh Al agrer
A R €, 5T 37 aer i PR 3|

. “There was no stampede but some people had fallen, leading
to the incident,” Ms. Rawat said, adding that two people retained minor
injuries while one woman was critical.

AT el A gT, “TgT IS $19Tes aTet 2, Afhet o & AR a3, fSad
u‘s’amg‘s"l" Joglel 31T I {3 &Y 91 T goehy AE 37TS & STafeh Uk
AT T groldl ATl ¢ |
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Eighty years on from Hiroshima

t 8:15 a.m. on August 6,
1945, a nuclear bomb
exploded just above
Hiroshima, instantly
killing at least 70,000 people.
Another 70,000 died of injuries
and radiation sickness before the
year ended. Three days later, a
second weapon exploded over
Nagasaki, killing 40,000 on the
day. In the 80 years since, nuclear
weapons have not been detonated
again in anger even though the
possessor states have swelled from
one to nine, and the number and
sophistication of the weapons has
increased considerably. A norm of
non-use appears to have been
established. However, norms —
shared expectations of behaviour
— are not immutable. Recent
developments including hostilities
involving nuclear possessors, an
undermining of the global
rules-based and treaties-based
order, and nuclear modernisation
are putting the norm of non-use
under immense strain.

Lessons from 1945

Arguably, no one has worked
more passionately to eliminate
nuclear weapons entirely than the
Hibakusha, the survivors of the

Priyanjali Malik

writes on politics and
international relations

Japan only after a fishing boat,
Fukuryu Maru, was accidentally
exposed to nuclear fallout. The
U.S.’s 1954 thermonuclear test,
codenamed Castle Bravo, ended
up twice as powerful as estimated,
spreading radioactive ash well
beyond the officially designated
warning zone and to the vessel
floating 86 miles away from the
test site. All crew members fell
seriously ill from acute radiation
poisoning. Thus it was that nine
years after the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki that Japan
began to understand the nature of
radiation sickness: the bomb killed
not just by explosion, instantly,
but painfully, over time. The
survivors then grouped together
as the Nihon Hidankyo and fanned
the globe to educate people on the
horrors of their experience.

It is debatable whether the
norm of non-use owes more to the
moral and ethical case against
nuclear use made by the
Hibakusha or by the logic of
nuclear deterrence. “What deters
is a question that has occupied
policymakers for decades. And
while the total number of nuclear
weapons has fallen from their
Cold War peak, today’s nukes are

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty bans
nuclear tests; neither prohibits
use. (The 2017 Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
has not been signed by any
nuclear possessor.) However, the
NPT’s exhortation to nuclear
states to work towards total
nuclear disarmament “in good
faith” puts the weapons in a
separate category. The
International Court of Justice’s
1996 advisory opinion on nuclear
weapons constrains their use by
stating that the use or threat of use
“would generally be contrary” to
humanitarian and other
international law, even though the
Court was unable to reach a clear
decision on their legality.
Together, these treaties shore up
the norm of non-use, without
legally proscribing them.

Against this backdrop, recent
nuclear threats bandied about by
Russia over Ukraine have severely
tested the special categorisation of
nukes. Closer home, during
Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi declared that India
“will not tolerate any nuclear
blackmail”. A “limited” operation
appears to have escalated quickly
to acquire a nuclear element.

atomic attacks. Their testimony more sophisticated and designed We are influenced by the
created a powerful moral and for use in a range of situations. Hibakusha’s testimony today only
ethical case against nuclear use, Much money and effort has been because Fukuryu Maru’s

reminding us of the human
consequences of — arguably for
some — a demonstration of
American resolve and
technological prowess. Yet the
respect that they are accorded
today was hard won. Japan was
under American occupation after
the war, and information on the
effects of the nuclear bombings
was suppressed. According to one
survivor from Nagasaki, shortly
after the bombing, U.S. Brig Gen
Thomas Farrell announced that all
those affected by the attack had
died and that there were no
continuing effects of the bomb.
Relief centres were shut down. An
additional 50,000 people died by
December without understanding
what ailed them.

Knowledge about radiation
sickness became widespread in

Recent
developments
are putting the
norm of non-use
under immense
strain

spent in developing more
‘useable’ nukes. It is difficult to
know whether to worry more
about a thermonuclear weapon
that could destroy a city several
times over, or to fear tactical
weapons that are designed to
target a specific location with
deadly accuracy. For 80 years we
have decided that nuclear
weapons are beyond the pale: any
nuclear use now would let the
genie out of the bottle.

The norm of non-use

Ultimately, the norm of non-use
rests on a conscious decision to
brand nuclear weapons as
different. There is no legal basis
for the circumscribing of their use.
The Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) limits the spread of
nukes; the Comprehensive

Eighty years on from Hiroshima

feOTAAT & 3redlY "I 91

misfortune connected radiation
sickness to nukes. It is also
unlikely to be a coincidence that
the Nihon Hidankyo were awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2024 for
their disarmament efforts after the
nuclear genie reared its head in
Europe. They had been
nominated multiple times, but it
took almost 70 years for the
survivors’ efforts to be recognised.

Eighty years after nuclear
weapons were used in anger, we
are in danger of slipping into
complacency over nuclear use. It
took the miscalculation of
America’s thermonuclear test for
the truth about nuclear fallout to
become widely understood. We
should not wait for another
misstep before the dangers of
nuclear miscalculation are
appreciated again.
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 80 years on

BOREAT 3R AT 80 € 1

At 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, a nuclear bomb exploded just above Hiroshima,
instantly killing at least 70,000 people.

6 3TITECT 1945 T Fae 8:15 a1t TRARIAT F FUX Toh WA 77 e, T [ 7A@

%H 70,000 FRT AR 3T
Another 70,000 died of injuries and radiation sickness before the year ended.

ay¥ & 37d T Uge 31X 70,000 &eT et 3R fAafdvor A 3 77 91w

Three days later, a second weapon exploded over Nagasaki, killing 40,000 on the
day.

ofieT feeT o, ATMTATAT o FUX GFRT §RIAR T, fSad 34T 7T 40,000 oer AR 10|

In the 80 years since, nuclear weapons have not been detonated again in anger
even though the possessor states have swelled from one to nine, and the number
and sophistication of the weapons has increased considerably.

freer 80 At &, wAT] GTAART 7 T & sher & SEATS AET §3T, STafeh SoTeh Taral
SR T § e w1 &Y 91T §, AR gRIART i Fear 7 IRSHR # Fehr Fef g B

A norm of non-use appears to have been established, but norms — shared
expectations of behaviour — are not immutable.

YT T T ATAS LTI 81T [T &, wifched Aleleh — ITAT ATST cTagR 3IETTT —
3ARTAAT 8T gt
Recent developments including hostilities involving nuclear possessors,

undermining of the global rules-based and treaties-based order, and nuclear
modernisation are putting the norm of non-use under immense strain.

8Tl o TcaATsha, ToaTe aXaAToy Tt &t & dfer e, 3w fer-ameaia 3tk wfe-
TR SATEYAT T FHSR Gl 3R GLAT] AT fARIHIOT M &, 3T9IIT oh HleTeh
3T gaTa 7 31T 3§

Lessons from 1945
1945 § HaH

No one has worked more passionately to eliminate nuclear weapons entirely than the
Hibakusha, the survivors of the atomic attacks.

faTen, AT RAT] g & Sifad a2 o1, @ 3T Siefe o ATy fohdr o 8t oAty
BIIART ! I TG WeH il o oIt &1 o181 foham &
Their testimony created a powerful moral and ethical case against nuclear use,

reminding us of the human consequences of — for some — a demonstration of
American resolve and technological prowess.

3eTehT ATATET o IATO] ST o Tl Ueh Holeld aAfaia 3 3marias a uer fovam, St
& — Fo ol & forT — AR e 1R Al sa7aT & Sa2ieT & ATy
gRoTTaT T 21e; fereraT 1

Japan was under American occupation after the war, and information on the effects
of the nuclear bombings was suppressed.

FeH & SE STTe IARAY Foat 31 AT AR IRATU] SHIRY o JHATa T SHTeTehy el &1 978
oAt
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According to one survivor from Nagasaki, shortly after the bombing, U.S. Brig Gen
Thomas Farrell announced that all those affected by the attack had died and that
there were no continuing effects of the bomb.

ARTTHTRY & Th S s cAfFd o TR, THIRY & [ a1 IANAT faAfzaw sewer
AtAE ¥ o BT 6 T gael @ Tsriae el oot 7Y o § 3R aH & 1S Srefpiforn
JHIT oTel ¢ |

Relief centres were shut down and an additional 50,000 people died by December
without understanding what ailed them.

e &g §¢ X U a0 31T fe@sR de 31X 50,000 1T I8 GHST 9= 7R 910 {6 3¢
FIT STARY 2T

Knowledge about radiation sickness became widespread in Japan only after a
fishing boat, Fukuryu Maru, was accidentally exposed to nuclear fallout.

STaTe 3 FafRor dtAr & a7 AT harel e thell S0 $FY AR A1 Toh HSoll
qehgel alell #Td Ietcll & GXATO] RAFFOr & FHoeh & 31 15|

The U.S.’s 1954 thermonuclear test, codenamed Castle Bravo, ended up twice as
powerful as estimated, spreading radioactive ash well beyond the designated zone to
the vessel 86 miles away.

AR 1 1954 yATegfFraw T ator, ST HIsaA1a Fwwel smat AT, AT & QAT
IfFeRTel fovchelm 3R S8 Y@t @ 1 fAeiRa &1 & 9§ gy 86 #ier gy ord
STETST deh thell f&am|

All crew members fell seriously ill from acute radiation poisoning.
T ITeTeh gof & Ty i Taferor fawmeraar 8 73R &9 & AR g 71|

Nine years after the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan began to
understand that the bomb killed not just instantly, but painfully, over time.

TRAFIAT 3R AR X THI & At ATl ST, STeT o FHSAT Y& fohar o 57 dhael
I 7161, T eR-HR 3iX diseras alid @ i ARar &

The survivors formed Nihon Hidankyo and travelled the globe to educate people on
the horrors of their experience.

S a2 ettt ¥ forgier Raiarat HaresT Sama 3R 39y 3re7s7at & sraragan & O &
ATt Y RIfRTT St & ol g gferar v amm i

It is debatable whether the norm of non-use owes more to the moral and ethical
case made by the Hibakusha or the logic of nuclear deterrence.

TE T6H &1 v § 6 315riieT &1 AeTen farepen & Ao 3 smanRe @& & Fror g ar
YIATOT FFARNET F o & HOT|

While the total number of nuclear weapons has fallen from their Cold War peak,
today’s nukes are more sophisticated and designed for use in a range of
situations.

STeIfeh TRATO] §TATRT T ol HEAT oM Jerr & =AW T 915 8, 3711 1IN e
gt € 31k Rafreer oRTeufrt o 3w & fw gae o §)

Much effort has been spent developing more ‘useable’ nukes.

3 ST AT FRAR AR Ad e 7 5§ 9 fohar g

It is difficult to decide whether to worry more about a thermonuclear weapon that

could destroy a city several times over, or tactical weapons with deadly accuracy for
specific targets.

IE T AT hideT ¢ o g Teh RTe[Fera AR & 31T T =R W it fehely 2rgX
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PN s IR A I FohdT &, IT fAfArse et & AT args FdFar aro SFewrd st
aql

For 80 years we have decided nuclear weapons are beyond the pale: any nuclear
use now would let the genie out of the bottle.

80 aNt & gH= T foham & o oRaATo] GRITR T F | & 379 i o oAy ST
TETH F1 sefer A a1e Aeprer 23m|

The norm of non-use

3y 1 g

Ultimately, the norm of non-use rests on a conscious decision to brand nuclear
weapons as different.

37cTet:, 39T T AT qTHAT] FRAART T 376191 31T &t & Teh il foo iy oY
3menfka g

There is no legal basis for the circumscribing of their use.

SoToh 3TN Y WA et 3 T IS FTefel) TR AL B

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) limits the spread of nukes; the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty bans nuclear tests; neither prohibits use.

YIATY] IR F (NPT) TATY] gRART & Y8R T WA Il 8; s3mdeh qATg
gdraTor gferaer wfer oAt gdeTolt ux (e Sl §; olfehed o1 @ 1S #1 3uter W
EIGEL BRI

The 2017 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons has not been signed by
any nuclear possessor.

2017 Y TIATY] SRAAR fAder WY o3 el off aRaATO] et 32T & EECTaR +1El fohT &

However, the NPT’s exhortation to nuclear states to work towards total nuclear
disarmament “in good faith” puts the weapons in a separate category.

glefifeh, NPT ol SRATO] He=T it & GO qRATO] faRENFIOT & foIT "Hestra=" & 1A
Y T TG ST & ATRT T Teh 370797 A0f & T B

The International Court of Justice’s 1996 advisory opinion on nuclear weapons
constrains their use by stating that the use or threat of use “would generally be
contrary” to humanitarian and other international law.

FHARTSET AT FY 1996 FY WATEHIY I TATY] §RAART o ITAIT Tl Tg HgehT
AT HIA & o IAFT ITANT AT ITANT Fr FH ATHIT: AT 3R 3
HARTSERT FlofeT o Faoie gram|

Even though the Court was unable to reach a clear decision on their legality.
gTelifeh, FATATETY SeTehr Hlefetl T X Tsc oy Teh =7et 95w |

Together, these treaties shore up the norm of non-use, without legally proscribing
them.

AR ¥ @, T TRITT 92T F RgUidT T FoTEd A &, T Pt T & g1
gfaafad feu|

Against this backdrop, recent nuclear threats by Russia over Ukraine have
severely tested the special categorisation of nukes.

$H YSS8{{H &, T GaRT Pehel Y A1 1§ FIAAT GRATI] YATRAT o GRAT] gFAART hr
faQr AofreroT $r 2efiv odreT o €1
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e Closer home, during Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared
that India “will not tolerate any nuclear blackmail”.

oTotdeh #, Jitaverst Rig & SNt yerare= sie A o ehyor 6 fos e "ol off
ULATY] Solehatel T FaIed o] " |

o A “limited” operation appears to have escalated quickly to acquire a nuclear
element.

W"m'mﬁmﬁﬁmmmmaﬁmgwmgm

e We are influenced by the Hibakusha’s testimony today only because Fukuryu
Maru’s misfortune connected radiation sickness to nukes.

3171 & Teareha Y 7ameY @ Shaol safaT genfad ¢ F3ifh $FY AR T Fefoheacl o
fafehor 1 T TRAT] EFAART A SN

o |tis also unlikely to be a coincidence that the Nihon Hidankyo were awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2024 for their disarmament efforts after the nuclear genie
reappeared in Europe.

Tg T HHNT LT ATAT ST bl b AT Regreraral il JT 7 AT T & e &
39 & 916 2024 H 3eT% ATEEI0T yArEt & v dde aife R § geATd
T I |

e They had been nominated multiple times, but it took almost 70 years for the
survivors’ efforts to be recognised.

3+¢ % TR ATATIh [T 1T AT, Afehed a7 §U @I & JATHT bl ATl erd 3
ST 70 /el 9T ITT|

o Eighty years after nuclear weapons were used in anger, we are in danger of slipping
into complacency over nuclear use.

ShIET & GTATO] BTG & 3UNeT & Y |l d1e, 7 TRATI] ITANT & T ITcATAT
H raet h TR A &l

« |t took the miscalculation of America’s thermonuclear test for the truth about
nuclear fallout to become widely understood.

oRATY] fAfehior o IR # Tedrs T AT §9 8 A H HARHT & gaAfgfFoat
q1&ToT Y IS IUTAT o3|

e We should not wait for another misstep before the dangers of nuclear miscalculation
are appreciated again.

UATY] 3ol IeTAT & TRl 1 o & FHST @ Tgel 831 fondlt 31 arerelt &7 ST o181
LT AR

NPT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty)

o Itis considered the cornerstone of the global nuclear order. [It is the most successful
nuclear non-proliferation treaty]

e It has a membership of 191 countries

» Five countries have not signed -India, Israel, Pakistan, and South Sudan

o There are two types of Proliferation - Horizontal and Vertical proliferation

o Horizontal proliferation - The spread of nuclear weapons across the countries,
[Nuclear weapons spreading to more countries ]
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« Vertical proliferation- Nuclear weapon states increasing the sophistication in
nuclear weapon technology [Incerease in nuclear arsenal + Betterment of Nuclear
weapon technology]

o Aim of NPT was to check the horizontal nuclear proliferation

e Acquisition of nuclear weapons- leads to Power Hierarchy

o Aim of NPT-

o 1). It seeks to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and nuclear weapon
technology

o 2).To foster the peaceful use of Nuclear energy

e 3). To further the goal of Nuclear disarmament

« Significance of NPT

o 1).ltis the only binding commitment in a multilateral treaty to the goal of
disarmament by the Nuclear weapons state

e 2). More countries have ratified NPT than any other Arms limitation and
Disarmament agreement. Presently it comprises 191 member countries- a testament
to the treaty's success

e 3).Also, in 1995 the treaty was extended indefinitely at the NPT review conference.
This shows that the treaty enjoys global consensus.

o Working of the treaty

o 1). It classifies the countries into Nuclear weapon states and Non-Nuclear weapon
states

e 2). The P-5 Countries were the only five countries in the world that had
manufactured and exploded Nuclear weapons before first January 1967, therefore
they were classified as NWS [Nuclear weapon states ] {* The treaty was adopted in
1968; It entered into force in 1970}

o 3). It requires the Non-Nuclear weapon states to give up any present or future plan
to build Nuclear weapons in return for access to the peaceful use of Nuclear energy

o 4). Civil Nuclear technology was to be shared with Non-Nuclear weapon states in
lieu of their not developing Nuclear weapons and pursuing Nuclear weapon
technology

e 5). Non-Nuclear weapon states signed a comprehensive Nuclear safeguard
agreement with IAEA to impart its inspection rights.

e 6). Article 6 of NPT expects NWS [Nuclear weapon states] to effective steps for Arms
control and eventual disarmament. However, it is not a time-bound commitment

Why India has not signed NPT

Pager
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o 1).Itis discriminatory in nature. It divides the world into Nuclear haves and Nuclear
have-nots

o 2). It seeks to check only horizontal proliferation but fails to address the vertical
proliferation of Nuclear weapons and the weapon technology

o 3). It fails to address the Nth nation problem. i.e., till the time a single country in the
world possesses Nuclear weapons, other countries will be motivated to pursue them
given the global power status that accompanies the development of nuclear
weapons

o 4). The goal of India is Universal Comprehensive Time-bound Verifiable Nuclear
Disarmament. NPT has a weak nuclear disarmament goal.

e [***India, Pakistan, Israel, and North Korea have successfully developed nuclear
weapons. So India can not join as Non-nuclear status. This will require an
amendment of the charter of NPT. If it will be accepted as de-jure Nuclear weapon
states that would nullify the treaty and it would also incentivize other nations to
develop nuclear weapons.

o India can not destroy nuclear weapons and the NPT charter can not be amended
hence the question of joining India does not exist]

o Apart from the 5 Nuclear weapons states till 2022 only 4 other countries have
acquired Nuclear weapons namely India, Pakistan, North Korea, and Israel. [** South
Africa had developed nuclear weapons but the Apartheid regime destroyed them
and joined NPT in 1991 before relinquishing power to majority rule]

e NPT is described as the "Cornerstone of global Nuclear order”

CTBT (Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty)

o Aim of the treaty:-

e 1). It bans all Nuclear explosions for both civilian and military purposes.

e 2). It has been defined as a Zero-Yield Test ban that would prohibit the Super-
critical Hydro-Nuclear test but not the sub-critical Hydro-Dynamic test

o [**Sub critical Hydro-Nuclear test- it can not sustain chain reaction ]

e 3).Itis a successor of PTBT [Partial test ban treaty] which in fact was pioneered by
India. [PTBT banned nuclear testing in the atmosphere and underwater thus driving
the nuclear tests underground. ]

o CTBT aims to check vertical proliferation by banning complete physical testing of
nuclear weapons

o It was negotiated at a conference on disarmament and adopted by UNGA [*

NOTE- UN-COD- (Conference on disarmament) is a 65-member state body + it is
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established as the sole global platform for negotiating on disarmament + it operates
by consensus ]

It was opened for signature in 1995. 184 countries have signed the treaty and 168
countries have ratified it

But CTBT has yet not entered into force.

Why?- 1). This is so because the enforcement into force clause (EIF) of CTBT states
that it can enter into force only when all the Nuclear capable 44 countries at the time
when the treaty was negotiated and adopted ratify the treaty

2). Of these 44 countries, 8 countries are yet to either sign or ratify the treaty. [India,
North Korea, and Pakistan have not signed the treaty. The USA, China, Israel Iran,
and Egypt have not ratified the treaty]

The treaty establishes CTBTO [CTBT organization] in Vienna.

Mandate of CTBTO-

1). It promotes the treaty so that it can enter into force

2). It establishes a verification regime to monitor adherence to the treaty.

CTBT verification regime

a). It comprises of International monitoring system (IMS), International data center
(IDC), and on-site verification

b). IMS monitors the planet for any nuclear explosion through a network of radars. It
studies seismic shock waves, hydro-acoustic signals, Infra-sound, and radio-nuclide
particles

Importance of CTBT

1). Largest arm control treaty

2). By constraining the development and qualitative improvement of Nuclear
weapons, the treaty puts a break on the Nuclear arms race

3). Nuclear testing has a catastrophic impact on the environment, human health,
food security, and Economic Development

India’'s stand vis-a-vis CTBT

India traditionally has been supportive of global Nuclear disarmament

a). In 1954, due to PM Nehru's initiative standstill agreement on nuclear testing was
proposed. This was at a time when the USA and the then Soviet Union were engaged
in nuclear weapon testing at high frequency.

b). India pioneered PTBT in 1963.

c). India has been observing a unilateral moratorium on nuclear testing since 1998
d). PM Modi commented that India will continue to strengthen the global Non-
Proliferation efforts
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« India continues to believe that its national interest is best served in a de-nuclearised
world

o But despite all this, India has chosen not to sign CTBT

e 1).India contests that this treaty is neither comprehensive nor a test ban. Developed
countries can carry out sub-critical and lab-simulated tests [*Arundhati Roy said that
CTBT is neither a comprehensive nor a test ban treaty, as it only bans the physical
test and hypercritical nuclear test. Today because of technology the country can do
lab-simulated tests and sub-critical nuclear tests.] {** CTBT was open to signing in
1995 and at that time India was threatened by the Nuclear weapon state of China, so
India in a hurry conducted the nuclear weapon test.}

e 2). The Nuclear weapon states have marginal utility in carrying out further Nuclear
tests.

e 3). Itis discriminatory in nature and divides the world into nuclear haves and nuclear
have-nots

e 4). India stands for Universal comprehensive time-bound and verifiable nuclear
disarmament.

e 5).India in principle opposes the Entry-Into-Force clause. EIF mandated that all IMS
member states ratify this treaty for it to enter into force. Consequently, India had to
withdraw out of IMS.

o Therefore, India holds this treaty to be violative of the Vienna Convention on laws
of the treaty

Should India Join CTBT

o Arguments for India joining CTBT

o 1).India has nothing to lose by joining CTBT

o a).India has a self-imposed moratorium on future nuclear testing.

e b). The civil nuclear agreements that India has signed with countries like USA and
Japan impose the condition on India not to undertake Nuclear testing or else
Nuclear cooperation with these countries will terminate

e ©). Also, under India's Nuclear doctrine, India subscribes to Credible Minimum
Deterrence i.e. India will not be part of the Nuclear Arms race and will possess only
such numbers of nuclear weapons which can act as effective deterrence against any
future nuclear attacks on India

o d). India has the capability to conduct a lab-simulated subcritical nuclear test

o 2). Gains from joining CTBT

o a). Diplomatic gain-

e a.1).India's credentials as a responsible Nuclear weapon state will be bolstered
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e a.2). It will strengthen Inda's case for membership in NSG (Nucealrs suppliers group)
and UNSC

e b). Technical gains- India will gain access to data from IMS and IDC which can be
used for civilian purposes and scientific research [*This information has utility in
research purposes- radionuclide has utility in studying crust topology, Sun study,
seismological study]

e 0). India acceding to CTBT will nudge other non-signatories to join CTBT and
strengthen the international nuclear arms control regime

e 3). It can act as a stepping stone in making a de-nuclearised world

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. India-Philippines relations elevated to level of
strategic partnership, says PM Modi

TR -frelidi gaet # WwHifas aEied) & Fav aF der™r
AT, TTAFHAY A oF FgT

2. Will hike tariff on India ‘very substantially’ over the
next 24 hours, says U.S. President

mwmmdﬁﬁ'ag?raﬁw%ﬁqvma?rm
AN F Ieeqfa of Fgl

3. Govt. must register every citizen, issue IDs to them:
Centre

TIFR F g ATTRF FT Gl 1HI0T HIAT LT, 3o Igdred
99 SR FIA 91feT: Fg

4. India may change stance amid Trump’s threat of more
U.S. tariffs, European Union sanctions over Russian
oil
IARFT F IR sRF RE A g Hraahr ik s aa w®
TR g & faeyl & i AR 39T T@ 95T FHAT S

5. Amid protests over SIR, Lok Sabha passes Bill for ST
quota in Goa Assembly

Page27

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

THATSIHR X FaRer & oy, Sepastr  aar farurerasm &
IR Srenfa & e aren gy o fFar

6. Manifold increase in rabies deaths in two years:
Centre
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7. UPSC plans to send recruitment alerts to institutions
via email
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AT @1 8
8. Allahabad HC judge ‘cut a sorry figure for himself,
made mockery of justice’: SC
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9. Dera Sacha Sauda chief Ram Rahim granted 40-day
parole
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10. Trump’s tariffs likely to severely affect the
aquaculture and seafood sector in A.P.
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11. Bullying tactics
¢rHSA Y OrEfaAT

12. India’s presence amid a broken template of
geopolitics
ST & T8 §T 2 & T TR Y aitsgaht
13. The technocratic calculus of India’s welfare state
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14. How is China extending its policing network
overseas?
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15. Necropolitics: who is allowed to live and who may die
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16. Bangladesh High Court Decision and Student Protests

JiTaTeer gréaIe &1 vy 3t o A g

17. U.S. trade deficit with nine countries higher than that
of India
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18. Rwanda to ‘accept up to 250 migrants’ from U.S. as
part of deal
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elevated to level of strategic
partnership, says PM Modi

fressmccccmsmcessmcesmsnnn 3

'GS |I: India-South East
jAsea

NEW DELHI

India and the Philippines
have decided to boost their
defence and maritime
links, begin direct flights,
and start negotiating a new
trade deal as they upgrade
their ties to the level of a
“strategic  partnership”,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday.

Welcoming visiting Fili-
pino President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr., Mr.
Modi said that as both
countries support “free-
dom of navigation”, coop-
eration in the maritime do-
main is “natural and
essential.” The two sides al-
so announced the com-
mencement of talks for a
preferential trade agree-
ment.

“We have been consis-
tently working together in
areas such as humanitar-
ian assistance, disaster re-
lief, and search and rescue
operations. Today, as the
President is visiting India,
three Indian naval ships
are, for the very first time,
participating in a naval ex-
ercise in the Philippines.
India’s hydrography ship is
also a part of this impor-
tant engagement,” the
Prime Minister said. He al-
so expressed his “sincere
gratitude” to the govern-
ment of the Philippines for
condemning the terror at-
tack in Pahalgam on April
22.

The Prime Minister dis-
cussed regional and global
issues with the Filipino
President, and hinted at In-
dia’s position on the dis-
putes in the South China
Sea.

“We remain committed
to peace, security, prosper-
ity, and a rules-based order
in the Indo-Pacific region.
We support freedom of na-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Filipino President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr. in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

vigation in accordance
with international law,” he
said.

Mr. Modi described the
Philippines as an “impor-
tant partner” in India’s Act
East Policy. “I am happy to
share that we have decided
to upgrade our ties to a
strategic partnership. We
have also prepared a de-
tailed action plan to turn
this partnership’s potential
into outcomes,” he said.
The Prime Minister also
announced that direct
flights between India and
the Philippines will begin
this year, while India will
extend a free e-tourist visa
facility to Filipino nationals
for a period of one year,
starting August 2025.

Defence cooperation
The two countries agreed
on a number of defence-re-
lated mechanisms includ-
ing the finalisation of the
Terms of Reference bet-
ween their armies, navies
and air forces.

These agreements will
cover “capacity building,
joint maritime activities,
exchange of training pro-
grammes between our offi-
cials, and all standard ele-
ments when we talk about
defence cooperation”, ac-
cording to P. Kumaran, Se-
cretary (East) of the Minis-

try of External Affairs. The
two countries also agreed
on the Terms of Reference
for enhanced maritime
cooperation between the
Indian Coast Guard and
the Philippine Coast
Guard.

Mr. Kumaran also reiter-
ated India’s position on the
South China Sea. “We con-
sider the South China Sea
as a part of the global com-
mons. We support free-
dom of navigation and
overflight in the region,
and legitimate commerce
through the waters of the
South China Sea. India has
an abiding interest in
peace and stability in the
region and our position is
based on the UN Conven-
tion of the Law of the Seas,
1982,” he said.

India and the Philip-

pines sealed a treaty on
mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters and
another treaty on the
transfer of sentenced per-
sons.
India announced that it
will extend its support to a
pilot project to set up the
infrastructure needed for
the Philippines Sovereign
Data Cloud. India also in-
vited the Philippines to
participate in its Informa-
tion Fusion Centre for the
Indian Ocean Region.

India-Philippines
relations elevated
to level of strategic
partnership, says
PM Modi

&I o Ifas AR
& TR I To1IT 7T,
YT AISY o Fgl

o India and the Philippines
have decided to boost their
defence and maritime links,
begin direct flights, and start
negotiating a new trade deal
as they upgrade their ties to
the level of a “strategic
partnership”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday.

R 3R el & 319t
T T "0 Ifa® FEiel” &
FR T o ST §U &l 3R
AR HaUT FY AT T,
el 33T % F, IR A
SR AT W AT P&
FA T AU foram §, wenas=y
g AEY o HITAAR FT FHgT|
e  Welcoming visiting
Filipino President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr., Mr.
Modi said that as both
countries support “freedom of
navigation”, cooperation in

the maritime domain is
“natural and essential.”

rfordiar & Tseufa widas
NA3MeSST AR FfAAT 1
ngu,sﬁmaﬁm
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o gt &2r "wHel Atager Y FaATAT" H THIA A &, AT T 8 F wgAwT
"FamTaE A AraRTE ¢

The two sides also announced the commencement of talks for a preferential trade
agreement.

cleit geit & FHIar YIed AR FASI 9T ST G FI HT awor ot &

“We have been consistently working together in areas such as humanitarian
assistance, disaster relief, and search and rescue operations.

“§H SRR AT fATR ATTET WETAdT, 3T9eT ed 31 @sr va sa1q AfRAm=t 7 FHreT
EXR A

Today, as the President is visiting India, three Indian naval ships are, for the very
first time, participating in a naval exercise in the Philippines.

3T, ST ISeUT R ST AT 9T 8, clteT HRART AT O, dgell a), frelidia &
AR e F HET A W}

India’s hydrography ship is also a part of this important engagement,” the Prime
Minister said.

HIXC T FTSZIATHY STgTT 311 S8 HEcaquT HEAI9T 1 fGEAT §,” TETAHAT o g |

He also expressed his “sincere gratitude” to the government of the Philippines for
condemning the terror attack in Pahalgam on April 22.

ﬁﬁzzaﬂaaﬁmﬁgmmﬁﬁmmé;ﬁmﬁ%ﬁtﬁﬁw
ol 3T "SHATAGR FewiaT” cherc |

The Prime Minister discussed regional and global issues with the Filipino
President, and hinted at India’s position on the disputes in the South China Sea.

TeTTHA o helidie Tsgutel & @y &t 3k ARew Fqegh o) =t &1, 3R gfror e
AR Rag T ARG $r RFufa & dod G|

“We remain committed to peace, security, prosperity, and a rules-based order in
the Indo-Pacific region.

“gH ifer, G, WHefer 3R faas-3meania syavyr & fov $2r-4fafse & 7 yfdeqy
gl

We support freedom of navigation in accordance with international law,” he said.
§H HAWTSEI FTeleT F HTAR Alaget Y FaAdT T AT I 8,” 3ogiel gl |

Mr. Modi described the Philippines as an “important partner” in India’s Act East
Policy.

AT AET o7 TholdI shl HR I "Tare $Ee sAifa™ 7 Teh "Hgeaqul AEGR" S|

‘I am happy to share that we have decided to upgrade our ties to a strategic
partnership.

TS TE TS Xt §C G &Y T & b get 31y Helf ol Jorehiforer Aretarl # 3t
&t T Ao o g

We have also prepared a detailed action plan to turn this partnership’s potential
into outcomes,” he said.

gH 3H WK T WHTa3iT Y aRomAT 7 sgea & fav v g w1 deer o
IR T E,” 3rglel el |

The Prime Minister also announced that direct flights between India and the

Philippines will begin this year, while India will extend a free e-tourist visa facility
to Filipino nationals for a period of one year, starting August 2025.

TITTHAT o1 g $1 BoT & foh R AR helidia & e Weft 3301 39 ad o« gi,
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Defence cooperation

T&TT AT

e The two countries agreed on a number of defence-related mechanisms including
the finalisation of the Terms of Reference between their armies, navies and air
forces.

alet geif o Y& @ Waftrar 8 A= W HgATT SThrs, TSIt 3eveh e, AR 3R arg@en
& ot west Fr orat 1 3ifasw T e anfFaT 81

e These agreements will cover “capacity building, joint maritime activities,
exchange of training programmes between our officials, and all standard
elements when we talk about defence cooperation”, according to P. Kumaran,
Secretary (East) of the Ministry of External Affairs.

ST HSI 7 §AR HRARINAT & S "aTrar RaAtor, e woe afafafet, yRamor
FTAFHAT T ATETT-9&T", 3R ST g3 T&IT FEANT T ST I ¢ of S TT ATTF dea
QAT §1aT, U fader #rery & wiva (qd) Y. 3 = e

e The two countries also agreed on the Terms of Reference for enhanced maritime
cooperation between the Indian Coast Guard and the Philippine Coast Guard.

alelt 2T o AR devats e R Rl qevers oo & oo aftta wogdt weaer &
fore wigst i erdf o3 oy weAT o

¢ Mr. Kumaran also reiterated India’s position on the South China Sea.
AT FFT o gfToT et AP R FR T U A |

o “We consider the South China Sea as a part of the global commons.
&7 faor P AR # 3Raw qrem &7 AT &

o We support freedom of navigation and overflight in the region, and legitimate
commerce through the waters of the South China Sea.

& 39 817 H Alaga 3 33 Y Tadaar 31 AT O TR & STAATIT T 3ET SR
HT FAST A 8 |

e India has an abiding interest in peace and stability in the region and our position is
based on the UN Convention of the Law of the Seas, 1982,” he said.

R 1 38 &1 3 anifer v Feear # wumdt 3 @ 3 5ol Feufay 1982 & wgara s
ALY Hlefel FFAWT TR IR 8, 3611 Fgl|

e India and the Philippines sealed a treaty on mutual legal assistance in criminal
matters and another treaty on the transfer of sentenced persons.

AR 3R freldia o 3TRIfRe ATAET 7 IRETReE Frefit gerran # @it i afsa
fFaaY & gEATAoT Y veh AR T W gTanR Fu)

India announced that it will extend its support to a pilot project to set up the
infrastructure needed for the Philippines Sovereign Data Cloud.

HI & Ewor i 3 g feeirdte Twsy 3eT1 Fa133 & A0 3raeys sapreea ¥ufia
FLA F TH qIIere TRAVSAT Y 3791 GHST S|

e India also invited the Philippines to participate in its Information Fusion Centre for
the Indian Ocean Region.
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

* Established on 8 August 1967 in Bangkok via the Bangkok Declaration, ASEAN originally
included Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand.

* Subsequent membership expansion: Brunei (8 Jan 1984), Vietnam (28 Jul 1995), Laos & Myanmar
(23 Jul 1997), Cambodia (30 Apr 1999), making a total of 10 member states.

* Two observer states: Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste (expected full membership by 2025).

Important Data & Statistics
* Population around 685-700 million, covering approximately 4.5 to 4.8 million km?, with combined
GDP of about US $3.78 trillion (2023) and total trade roughly US $3.5 trillion.

Objectives of ASEAN (as per Declaration)

* Accelerate economic growth, social progress, and cultural development through joint efforts,
equality, and partnership.

* Promote regional peace and stability, based on justice, rule of law, and adherence to UN Charter
principles.

Fundamental Principles (TAC 1976)

* Respect for sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity, and national identity.

* Non-interference in internal affairs; peaceful dispute settlement; renunciation of force; effective
cooperation.

Historical Context & Community Building

* ASEAN was conceived amid Cold War tensions and regional conflicts (e.g., Vietnam War), aiming
to prevent spread of communism and foster regional unity.

* Key milestones include:

e 1971 ZOPFAN Declaration declaring Southeast Asia a zone of peace and neutrality.

e 1992 South China Sea Declaration to manage disputes peacefully.

e 1997 Vision 2020 aiming for cohesive ASEAN Community.

e 2007 Cebu Declaration to accelerate ASEAN Community by 2015; ASEAN Community
launched in December 2015.

Institutional Structure

* Headquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia.

* Secretary-General: current incumbent Kao Kim Hourn, serving a non-renewable five-year term
appointed by ASEAN Summit.

» Working language: English, while member countries use their national languages.

Key Mechanisms and Cooperation
* ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) — political-security dialogue established in 1993 for preventive
diplomacy.
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* ASEAN Plus Three (China, Japan, South Korea) created in 1997—important during Asian Financial
Crisis (e.g., Chiang Mai Initiative).
» East Asia Summit (EAS) launched in 2005, bringing together ASEAN and other major regional
players including India, US, Australia, Russia, etc.

Will hike tariff on India ‘very substantially’
over the next 24 hours, says U.S. President

......................

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday said In-
dia had not been a good
trading partner, and an-
nounced that he would
raise the tarifts on the
country “very substantial-
ly” over the next 24 hours
because it is buying Rus-
sian oil.

“With India, what peo-
ple don’t like to say about
India, they are the highest
tariff nation. They have the
highest tariff of anybody.
We do very, very little busi-
ness with India because
their tariffs are so high,” he
said in an interview with
CNBC Squawk Box.

“India has not been a
good trading partner, be-
cause they do a lot of busi-
ness with us, but we don’t

)

b2
L

s

J‘-

do business with them. So

we settled on 25% [tariff],
but I think I'm going to
raise that very substantial-
ly over the next 24 hours,
because they’re buying
Russian oil. They are fuell-
ing the war machine. And
if they’re going to do that,
then I'm not going to be
happy,” he added.

Asked about a likely
trade deal with India, Mr.

India has not been a

good uading paruer...
Su we scrtled on 25% [cariff ], but
I think ['m going to raise chat
very substanually over the nexc

24 hours, because they' e buying

HKussian oil. They e fuelling die

war machine

DONALD TRUMP

U.5. President

Trump said the “sticking
point” with India was that
its tariffs were too high. “
India went from the high-
est tariffs ever, they will
give us zero tariffs... But
that’s not good enough, be-
cause of what they’re do-
ing with oil”

A day earlier, Mr. Trump
said he would “substantial-
ly” raise U.S. tariffs on In-
dia, accusing the country

of buying massive amounts
of Russian oil and selling it
for big profits.

Hours later, India
mounted a sharp counter-
attack on the U.S. and the
European Union for their
“unjustified and unreason-
able” targeting of New Del-
hi for its procurement of
Russian crude oil. India
pointed out the double
standards in targeting it on
the issue and said both the
U.S. and the EU are conti-
nuing their trade with Rus-
sia. “Unlike our case, such
trade is not even a vital na-
tional compulsion,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
in a statement. The Eu-
rope-Russia trade includes
not just energy but also fer-
tilizers, mining products,
chemicals, iron and steel,
and machinery and tran-
sport equipment, it said.

“Where the U.S. is con-
cerned, it continues to im-
port from Russia uranium
hexafluoride for its nuclear
industry, palladium for its
EV industry, fertilizers as
well as chemicals,” it ad-
ded. “In this background,
the targeting of India is un-
justified and unreasona-
ble. Like any major econo-
my, India will take all
necessary measures to sa-
feguard its national inter-
ests and economic securi-
ty,” the Ministry said.

On August 1, Mr. Trump
signed an executive order
titled “Further Modifying
The Reciprocal Tariff
Rates”, raising tariffs for
over five dozen countries,
including a steep 25% for
India.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES3 &4

Will hike tariff on India ‘very substantially’ over the next 24
hours, says U.S. President

mwmuﬁ%ﬁ'ag?raaﬁw%ﬁq;wﬁaﬁrmm
& Irsgafa A el

e U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday said India had not been a good trading
partner, and announced that he would raise the tariffs on the country “very

substantially” over the next 24 hours because it is buying Russian oil.

IHATRFY Tl AeATes T 7 FHITAR T el foh HRA HTST SAITRS ATHGR AGT T&T
¥, 3R 3egiel EhwoT &Y o 3rarer 24 wel # s W R a5 310+ w1 R smean,
FAIfR IR T doT @lie W@

o “With India, what people don’t like to say about India, they are the highest tariff
nation. They have the highest tariff of anybody. We do very, very little business
with India because their tariffs are so high,” he said in an interview with CNBC
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Squawk Box.

“HRT & TR H AT 9T A1 hgell dTed, I¢ Tg & 1 HRd T 39 ¢RE qrem g2 g
feraly & o1 & SATeT SR HRA 71 & | § HR § 98l &1 HA AR FI ¢ F4I1h IeTeh
R aga AT §,” 3l CNBC Terdlsh Sl & Ueh eey # &g
“India has not been a good trading partner, because they do a lot of business with us,
but we don’t do business with them. So we settled on 25% [tariff], but | think I'm
going to raise that very substantially over the next 24 hours, because they’re

buying Russian oil. They are fuelling the war machine. And if they’re going to do
that, then I’'m not going to be happy,” he added.

“$TRd Ueh TS SAITRS TSGR 8! T@T §, Fifh d AR | g SATIR X &,
AT &3 3% WY SATIR T8t FXek | A 25% [SR] 7= Foeiler foram ur, Aiferet #7gt
oI ¢ foh 3raret 24 wel F # 3@ wgd T Fer N, R Iwh AT @hew I F
ey Aefler Y §uet & @ ¥ 3R 3R 3 var e €, A # gar gt wam,” 3egie S|
Asked about a likely trade deal with India, Mr. Trump said the “sticking point” with
India was that its tariffs were too high. “India went from the highest tariffs ever,

they will give us zero tariffs... But that's not good enough, because of what they’re
doing with oil.”

SIS 378 HHTTAT HRA F WY SR FASAN o TR H 7 97141, T A 9 o gl fob TR
& Ty ‘WA Tg ¥ 1% 30 SR aged ST §1 R Te Fa@ 39 & w AT, T
got o 3R 3. AT g e 16T €, iR & O & Wy A A @ ¥ 9w S et
g

A day earlier, Mr. Trump said he would “substantially” raise U.S. tariffs on India,
accusing the country of buying massive amounts of Russian oil and selling it
for big profits.

U feaT ggel, 2 €T oF gl AT foh 98 TR IR 3ARPT SRE Fl "Iy g deh TeTvar,
AR T 18 A A Tl Ao @heer AR 3/ o710 AT & 9993 H7 ARIT 900 g

Hours later, India mounted a sharp counterattack on the U.S. and the European
Union for their “unjustified and unreasonable” targeting of New Delhi for its
procurement of Russian crude oil.

%O 81 el a1, 5 F AR AR U Fo ) @ gerear @, 78 Fed gu S
Tl FT AT Y TG FT AN 715 ool I AT A1 " 3 srrardard €

India pointed out the double standards in targeting it on the issue and said both the
U.S. and the EU are continuing their trade with Russia.

R o1 3T Feg T &Y ATIES T §U el 1o ARt 3R § 2l &0 & §ryr 3rqar
ST ST T g0

“Unlike our case, such trade is not even a vital national compulsion,” the External
Affairs Ministry said in a statement.

e AATET A Th T H Fgl, “gAR AAS F {9, 0ar 3R ar sy srfaariar
Y gl g1”
The Europe-Russia trade includes not just energy but also fertilizers, mining

products, chemicals, iron and steel, and machinery and transport equipment, it
said.

31 FeT o AT AR T & T AR 7 Fad F7 &1 761 iod I9F, elol 377G,
T, et 3R seura, 3R Felisrdr 9 aRager 3u=or o anfaer §1

“Where the U.S. is concerned, it continues to import from Russia uranium
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hexafluoride for its nuclear industry, palladium for its EV industry, fertilizers as
well as chemicals,” it added.

“STET cToh 3TANHT T FaTel §, TE 37Tl TAT 3T & foaw w7 & o
FTFATFANTSS, §41 3T & fow JAfBTH, 3R 3N TR 3MATd HET AR W@ 8,
381 S|

¢ ‘“In this background, the targeting of India is unjustified and unreasonable. Like
any major economy, India will take all necessary measures to safeguard its
national interests and economic security,” the Ministry said.

‘S JSSHH , AR F AT aetre eyt X srremefardy &1 el o wogm
3CTIEYT T o, HRA T TET et 3k s eam i e & v weft smavas
HEH ISIT,” HATAT o Fgl|

e On August 1, Mr. Trump signed an executive order titled “Further Modifying The

Reciprocal Tariff Rates”, raising tariffs for over five dozen countries, including a
steep 25% for India.

1 3TEA Y, AT ST o “TeT AMSHIZ g AR ERE ITq” Nh A T FRSHY 3meer
R &R T, 5gs s1Ra afed 60 I 3rfre et 9T ER® Teram 141, IRT W} 25% $r

Govt. must register
every citizen, issue
IDs to them: Centre

...........................

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha was recent-
ly informed that the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955, provides
that the Union government
should compulsorily regis-
ter every citizen of India
and issue national identity
cards to them.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs was responding to a
question by Trinamool
Congress member Mala
Roy about details of cards,
which, as per the court of
law, is an admissible identi-
ty proof as an Indian.

Union Minister of State
for Home Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar, in a written reply, said
the particulars of citizens
are entered in the National
Register of Citizens (NRC).

Assam is the only State
where the NRC exercise
has been undertaken, but
the final register is yet to be
published as the State go-
vernment has challenged
the draft NRC published in
2019, which excluded 19
lakh residents out of 3.29
crore applicants.

Particulars of the
citizens are entered

in National Register
of Citizens: Minister

The government has not
taken any decision to up-
date the National Popula-
tion Register (NPR) during
the forthcoming Popula-
tion Census 2027,

NPR is the first step for
the creation of an NRC,
and it was first compiled in
2010. Data was collected si-
multaneously during the
first phase — called the
House Listing and Housing
schedule - of the 2011 Cen-
sus. The NPR, with details
of 119 crore residents, was
updated in 2015-16.

Following protests
around the Citizenship
Amendment Act and NRC
in 201920, where 83 per-
sons were killed across the
country, the government
informed Parliament that
“till now the government
has not taken any decision
to prepare NRC at the na-
tional level”.

T At & TS

Govt. must register every citizen,
issue IDs to them: Centre

IR I §T ATITRE HT GATHI0T HLAT
AR T, 3¢ YTl 99 STRY FI AI1feT: Fg

e The Lok Sabha was recently informed that the
Citizenship Act, 1955, provides that the Union
government should compulsorily register every citizen
of India and issue national identity cards to them.

ANFHAT 1 ETeT & F Giad fomar aram o Arriasar
sfafagw, 1955 7 Ig urau= § 6 g TR AP T @
R F YcAF ARTRS HT ISiHI0T H 3R 3¢ AT qgar
97 ST |

e The Ministry of Home Affairs was responding to a
question by Trinamool Congress member Mala Roy
about details of cards, which, as per the court of law, is an
admissible identity proof as an Indian.

3§ HATIT o OIS HIAW ol HEGET ATAT T o 3H T bl
I 18T TS aat 37giel lS ol STTeTeh T HTal &Y, St Hlefet &

ITHR T 3 HRART TgTeT JHATOT AT AT B |

e Union Minister of State for Home Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, in a written reply, said the particulars of citizens

are entered in the National Register of Citizens (NRC).

FErT 775 T FAlt 9 WO FAR F Tl 3% 7 FET fof ATt fawor ad
AR IAEET (NRC) # o fovam Sirar &1
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Assam is the only State where the NRC exercise has been undertaken, but the final
register is yet to be published as the State government has challenged the draft
NRC published in 2019, which excluded 19 lakh residents out of 3.29 crore
applicants.

A THATT TS ¢ 58T NRC IfHAT &1 918 &, ifehet 3rfasr Ieeex 33l a6 yanifa
€1 §3TT & T T WIHR ¥ 2019 # FH1Iar FHteT NRC 1 Tt &1 8, o 3.29
FUS IaCH A T 19 I AT 1 9187 H feam arar am)

The government has not taken any decision to update the National Population
Register (NPR) during the forthcoming Population Census 2027.

TIHR o1 JTIMHT SIMOTAT 2027 o SRTeT TS AAHEAT M€ (NPR) Fl HUSE Fa1
1 F1E Aoy 7 i T &

NPR is the first step for the creation of an NRC, and it was first compiled in 2010.
NPR, NRC & fa#Tor i ggelt ufshar §, 31K 33 ggell IR 2010 & dIR foham aram |

Data was collected simultaneously during the first phase — called the House Listing
and Housing schedule — of the 2011 Census.

2011 Y SAIOTAT o Tgel TROT — 519 gr3w fafeer sikk gr3fier Agge svgr srar e —
& et Ig 3eT v e T |

The NPR, with details of 119 crore residents, was updated in 2015-16.

119 F08 fATIfAAT 1 faavor T arer NPR, 2015-16 3 3193e fohar aram 2|

Following protests around the Citizenship Amendment Act and NRC in 2019-20,
where 83 persons were killed across the country, the government informed
Parliament that “till now the government has not taken any decision to prepare
NRC at the national level”.

2019-20 # ATTRAT TR IFATAIH IR NRC I oo gU ey weeiat, fSiara
GRIER 3 83 W Y FIF g3, & §1g THR =1 TS T A T o " e THR o
TSERT T T NRC IR 3 1 I Aot a1t forar &)
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The statement by the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
on Monday, defending In-
dia’s purchases of Russian
oil, is its most explicit since
Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine in 2022, making it
clear that India will take
“all necessary measures”
to safeguard its interests.

The MEA’s response fol-
lowed the new threats by
U.S. President Donald
Trump to impose penalty
tariffs over and above the
massive 25% reciprocal ta-
riffs the U.S. will impose on
Indian goods as tariffs kick
in worldwide on Thursday.
It also followed EU sanc-
tions imposed in July
against Rosneft’s partially-
owned Vadinar refinery
and other Indian compa-
nies engaged in reprocess-
ing Russian oil.

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said India was selling “mas-
sive amounts” of Russian
oil for “big profits” without
“caring how many people
in Ukraine are being killed
by the Russian war ma-
chine”, which was why he
would raise tariffs “sub-

Weighing options: India could continue to buy crude from Russia
or seek alternative partners. FILE PHOTO

stantially”. The MEA state-
ment called out both the
U.S. and the European Un-
ion for their double stan-
dard, given they them-
selves  continued to
purchase Russian energy,
critical minerals, fertiliz-
ers, iron and steel.

India shifted its oil pur-
chases to Russia after 2022,
when Ural imports made
up less than a per cent of
its oil imports, increasing
to as much as 40% by 2023.
However, the MEA state-
ment said that India’s pur-
chases are “compelled” by
the global market and the
need for affordable energy
costs. It added that in com-
parison the U.S. and EU im-
ports from Russia were not
even a “vital national com-
pulsion”, calling the target-
ing of India “unjustified

and unreasonable”.

The statement left other
double standard unsaid,
such as the U.S. and Eu-
rope’s funding and arming
Israel’s war in Gaza, that
has led to the killing of at
least 60,000 Palestinians,
including 18,000 children.
Nor did it point out that the
U.S. has not announced pe-
nalties on China, a bigger
buyer of Russian oil. Mean-
while, Mr. Trump himself,
just a few months ago was
much less critical of the
Russian war, and had even
threatened Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr directly
for not engaging with Rus-
sia. “Like any major eco-
nomy, India will take all ne-
cessary  measures to
safeguard its national inter-
ests and economic securi-
ty,” said the MEA.

This marks a shift from
the past when New Delhi'’s
response to low-impact
U.S. and EU sanctions of
Indian companies for Rus-
sian transactions was sub-
missive. In 2017, the Modi
government agreed to “ze-
ro out” all its oil imports
from Iran and Venezuela,
even though they were
cheaper and of higher
quality, after threats from
the previous Trump admi-
nistration. In 2022, India
refused to submit to
threats from the Biden ad-
ministration, possibly as it
did not believe it would
carry out those threats, as
Mr. Trump is quite clearly
capable of doing.

Changing tack
The MEA’s statement could
indicate that it is prepared
to change to a third tack —
that of considering “mea-
sures” against any further
costs imposed by the West,
even though Indian oil
companies have begun re-
ducing their Russian in-
take. These measures, ac-
cording to experts could be
three-fold: maintaining sta-
tus quo, looking for alter-
native partners, and reta-
liatory actions.

The first option would
be to continue to buy Rus-

India may change stance amid Trump’s threat of more
tariffs, European Union sanctions over Russian oil

sian energy at competitive
prices and even double
down on them, while
weathering sanctions im-
posed by the U.S. and the
EU, and continuing to pur-
sue free trade agreements
with both in the hope
these would lessen such
penalties. This is the strate-
gy that the government has
employed thus far.

The next option, to
search for alternative op-
tions for trading to circum-
vent US.-EU sanctions,
could include moving to
quickly conclude FTA ne-
gotiations ongoing with the
GCC, EAEU, Australia, New
Zealand, and so on. It
could also conclude talks
on revising the ASEAN-In-
dia Trade in Goods Agree-
ment or even a re-look at
joining  the  15-nation
ASEAN-led Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership that India with-
drew from in 2019, largely
due to concerns about Chi-
na. While this was not a
possibility even a few
weeks ago, when Com-
merce and Industries Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal re-
ferred to ASEAN as the
“B-team of China”, and the
AITIGA as a “mistake”, the
government’s outlook may
change given Mr. Trump’s

relentless tirades.

The third option, of
countermeasures, could
involve suspending talks
with the EU on the BTIA,
and with the U.S. on trade,
nuclear energy, defence
purchases and others until
they prove more reasona-
ble on the issue.

India could also consid-
er restarting Iran and Ve-
nezuela oil supplies, which
could prove cost-effective,
but could also incur furth-
er sanctions. Experts also
point out that the Russian
penalties are only one of a
barrage of actions by
Washington that may lead
New Delhi to reconsider its
ties with the U.S. in other
spheres as well — with di-
vergences emerging on
trade and investment, re-
percussions on technology
transfer, counter-terrorism
strategy (given Mr.
Trump’s moves with Pakis-
tan and counter-narrative
on Operation Sindoor),
and multilateralism with
Mr. Trump’s threats
against BRICS. All eyes are
now on whether the turbu-
lence will impact the stron-
gest pillar of India-U.S. ties
— their shared Indo-Pacific
strategy and the Quad
summit that India is due to
host this year.

India may change stance amid Trump’s threat of more U.S.
tariffs, European Union sanctions over Russian oil

IANFT F IR IAF NF Hr v N arfr ik ™A daw
O §G & gfaael F T 9R 3791 T@ a6 FHaT 8

o The statement by the Ministry of External Affairs on Monday, defending India’s

purchases of Russian oil, is its most explicit since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022, making it clear that India will take “all necessary measures” to safeguard its

interests.

AIATR BT TG FATCTT GIRT R T FH e T Tl 1 419 I §U e
ST 2022 F ool T FH F §AA & a6 U Fod TIC ¢, Foraal Ig T¢ o ara T
R 3191 fgal T 16T & faw “wst sraeas 9™ 9|

e The MEA'’s response followed the new threats by U.S. President Donald Trump to
impose penalty tariffs over and above the massive 25% reciprocal tariffs the U.S.

will impose on Indian goods as tariffs kick in worldwide on Thursday.

faeer #arer fr ufaferar AN Tseafy Seres e it 73 yAfRA F a1¢ 3013, Saa
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35l AR A G $1 H ] gled arel 25% fawaf SR & HfaRera grtar Re
ST T T gl |

It also followed EU sanctions imposed in July against Rosneft’s partially-owned
Vadinar refinery and other Indian companies engaged in reprocessing Russian
oil.

Ig FTTshar Selts & JURT F& G@RT o9NTe 7T gfaasif & are 8 3718, S Jaave A
31w FarfAea arel af3ar Rergardy 31 w6l e A ger-gaesor A i 3wy
AR Hufadi 9 e 71w |

On Monday, Mr. Trump said India was selling “massive amounts” of Russian oil
for “big profits” without caring how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the
Russian war machine, which was why he would raise tariffs “substantially”.

HIHIN T A1 €T o gl o 7R “HRY AT 7 Tl A 1 “F3 HArh” & foIw 99 @ 8,
T 58 IR et T 3 gher o welt Jegr amefieT @ ooy witer AR o1 38 &, g@fere
g% ¢NF F "FTY g TH" TITTA |

The MEA statement called out both the U.S. and the European Union for their

double standard, given they themselves continued to purchase Russian energy,
critical minerals, fertilizers, iron and steel.

facer #Faera & et o AR 3R T F@w alet A Qe Aifa & forw erarsT, ifs
d g T FS, ITaedT @A, 33T, der AR ura 1 Tlie SRy W g |

India shifted its oil purchases to Russia after 2022, when Ural imports made up less
than a per cent of its oil imports, increasing to as much as 40% by 2023.

HRT o7 2022 & §1¢ 39T dol AT &l &F T 3R TATAAR [hdT, S 3T 3ATT

3Hh ol ol 3T T 1% & 8t F31 AT, SiY 2023 T TGHT 40% &1 I1T|

However, the MEA statement said that India’s purchases are “compelled” by the
global market and the need for affordable energy costs.

gretiteh, facer AFTE o &gl foh AR I TiEY dRas aoR 3R FE ST drerg &

TIThar I “fager” gl

It added that in comparison the U.S. and EU imports from Russia were not even a
“vital national compulsion”, calling the targeting of India “unjustified and
unreasonable”.

TTY &Y ET IT fob S8 Hehleol IARDT IR JUUT T8 & §F @ 37 fohely 3 e @
“qrgr Jrfeardar A § 3 AR @ e serer “are e s sremasiE”

The statement left other double standards unsaid, such as the U.S. and Europe’s
funding and arming of Israel’s war in Gaza, which has led to the killing of at least
60,000 Palestinians, including 18,000 children.

ST A 31w QY At 7 Soorg ET AT T, S o 1S 7 SRS F gy F
forw 3R 3 T ganr o=t AR ERAR o, for e o @ %97 60,000 Rreleciah,
1ot 18,000 s=2 enfAer §, AR 910

Nor did it point out that the U.S. has not announced penalties on China, a bigger
buyer of Russian oil.

$aH g Y g T 31 ok AR A e W P wfaeaer 7€t seman §, S9f ag &=
A &1 731 TSR & |

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump himself, just a few months ago was much less critical of the

Russian war, and had even threatened Ukrainian President Volodymyr directly for
not engaging with Russia.
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TET, FO FE Tgl €T Ga T I & Ui 3a9 Aelraeiiens ag1 &, R 3551 Johelt
Irsguafa TAfEfAR 1 &0 & aTceid o et & forw e oft & ot

“Like any major economy, India will take all necessary measures to safeguard
its national interests and economic security,” said the MEA.

fareer #aTerr ¥ g, “Rrelt off waE srdfearaeyT i v, ARG e AT Rt 3k
3T GRatr T 1aT & forw waft smaegs Uy HYam|”

This marks a shift from the past when New Delhi’s response to low-impact U.S. and
EU sanctions of Indian companies for Russian transactions was submissive.

g AT H Toh SGeTd I GATAT § & 715 [Geall sl TicTshdT THY dleT-&eT oh folt AR
huferal TR ST 1w ARG 3R g gfaaet o g arelt gich o
In 2017, the Modi government agreed to “zero out” all its oil imports from Iran and

Venezuela, even though they were cheaper and of higher quality, after threats
from the previous Trump administration.

2017 3 FHICT TR & Roell 0 THR A YATRAT & 1g 0 A IA e 4 3791
FT AT AT T “ed A TN HgA &, el & I T R g I[oraen & |

In 2022, India refused to submit to threats from the Biden administration, possibly
as it did not believe it would carry out those threats, as Mr. Trump is quite clearly
capable of doing.

2022 # HRA o AEST TIFR T AT & T 3ol U SofehN A [T, Hoa: Fifeh
39 faRare 18T AT fo & 37 gl 1 AR 39, Staf 0 T FIa 7 war A S
gl

Changing tack
G A 9gad

The MEA’s statement could indicate that it is prepared to change to a third tack —
that of considering “measures” against any further costs imposed by the West, even
though Indian oil companies have begun reducing their Russian intake.

AL HAIATTT T IATeT T Tohd ¢ b & T 98 N TRFd WA & T I g —
forast aiRgst &t garT @ene v AT @4t & s “3urE” W) fGaR #Er afAa g,
ol 1 HRCT el ST THY 3mATer 7 Fekdt Y& HT g |

These measures, according to experts could be three-fold:

T4l & TR I 3URT ofieT RE o &1 Fehe! o

o Maintaining status quo

Tafeyfa s«re T@er

o Looking for alternative partners
dous TR I aeTer FIT

o Retaliatory actions
gfaeieTcAs FRa$

The first option would be to continue to buy Russian energy at competitive prices
and even double down on them, while weathering sanctions imposed by the U.S.
and EU, and continuing to pursue free trade agreements with both.

UgelT [Aehed g1eT foh 3R afaeaet Haal o & Fa71 Fr @l s @ ik 3g w3k
3 SR, STafeh 3rAReT 3R TUT T gaRT FaNe 7 gfdset H1 HTHAT HIA U ANl
o HIY F{F SATIR TAHAAT T 37T TSI B |
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The next option, to search for alternative options for trading to circumvent U.S.-
EU sanctions, could include moving to conclude FTA negotiations with the GCC,
EAEU, Australia, New Zealand, etc.

31eTeT fered, rARST-§ afaeel & qo=t & fov d=feus samar fweat i qarer gt
Hehell 8, ForEa GCC, EAEU, 3iteefora, wsiials 3fe & Ay vwée araiait &1 qur
YT QATTAS 8T Hebell &

It could also conclude talks on revising the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods
Agreement (AITIGA) or even a re-look at joining the 15-nation ASEAN-led RCEP,
which India withdrew from in 2019 due to concerns about China.

Ig INTAATT-HRT T SATIR FAHANT (AITIGA) T GeRTeTcilehat ATATHT ohr 8 T HY
HhT § AT 15 et & ATAAT-Aed aret RCEP H T & AMA glet I FAIR T el
¢, Toras R = 2019 & HeT F AT Ramait & FROT a1eX vt foram 4m|

While this was not a possibility even a few weeks ago, when Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal referred to ASEAN as the “B-team of China”, and the AITIGA as a
“‘mistake”, the government’s outlook may change given Mr. Trump’s approach.

SIS S §Fd Ygo! aTforey #alY Iy et o fAret it “<her Ay - 3 AITIGA
FI “Th eI gl w,m%ﬁmﬂﬁzﬁ,aﬁm@ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁa@ﬁgwm

gfeeenIoT dee Hevcll B
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Amid protests over SIR,
Lok Sabha passes Bill for
ST quota in Goa Assembly

..........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid disruptions by Oppo-
sition members over the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bi-
har, the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed a Bill that
seeks to provide reserva-
tions to Scheduled Tribes
(ST) in the Goa Assembly.

This is the first Bill to be
passed by the Lok Sabha in
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament amid the log-
jam over SIR in Bihar.

Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal moved the Read-
justment of Representa-
tion of Scheduled Tribes in
Assembly Constituencies
of the State of Goa Bill,
2025 for consideration and
passage, and the House
passed it by a voice vote
when it reassembled at 2

This is the first Bill
to be passed by the
Lok Sabha in the
Monsoon Session
of Parliament

p-m. When the Lok Sabha
met for the day at 11 a.m.,
Speaker Om Birla first paid
tributes to three former
members, including form-
er Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter Shibu Soren, who
passed away on Monday.
As soon as the obituary re-
ferences were over, Oppo-
sition MPs, including those
from the Congress, were
on their feet, raising slo-
gans and holding up
placards.

When Mr. Birla tried to
run the House by taking up
the Question Hour, the
protests intensified.

“Your behaviour and ac-
tivities have lowered the
dignity and honour of the
House. You have been sys-
tematically obstructing the
proceedings. This is not
good,” Mr. Birla said as he
adjourned the House until
2 p.m. The Lok Sabha was
finally adjourned for the
day after the passage of the
Bill for the Goa Assembly.

Earlier, before the start
of Parliament, several MPs
of the INDIA bloc parties,
including Congress Parlia-
mentary Party Chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi, staged a
protest in the Parliament
House complex against
SIR.

Speaking to pressper-
sons, Congress leader and
MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said the government’s in-
ability to run the House
showed its “weakness”.

Amid protests over
SIR, Lok Sabha
passes Bill for ST
quota in Goa
Assembly

THIATSIHR 9N faer

& o, AT o Mar
farermerasn & sreqqfRa
AT & &I arelT
IELRERIEGRE R

. Amid disruptions by
Opposition members over the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed a Bill that seeks to
provide reservations to
Scheduled Tribes (ST) in the
Goa Assembly.

faeR & Acerar g & ey
Mg GANETOT (SIR) T AR

fagah weFat garr o o1 favir & 9, AvTeraR 1 AFEeT  Mar T 7§

FeTgfAd Sttt (ST) i JIETOT o aTer fadras aie foha|

o This is the first Bill to be passed by the Lok Sabha in the Monsoon Session of
Parliament amid the logjam over SIR in Bihar.

Ig AAYA T A AR & SIR Y AFT fAer & S SAwaeim gaRky 9k fehar
ggaT fadas g
e Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal moved the Readjustment of Representation of
Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of the State of Goa Bill, 2025 for
consideration and passage, and the House passed it by a voice vote when it
reassembled at 2 p.m.

FTeleT HAY ISfeT I ATAT o IR AR G A & T T i farurerasm &4 7
AT senfadat ¥ wfafaftea 1 qor: gamsreT fadass, 2025 (van) ger &, 3k

GIUET 2§t 519 TGl T T ST af 38 AIf@® Aderr & IR fohar am=m|

e When the Lok Sabha met for the day at 11 a.m., Speaker Om Birla first paid
tributes to three former members, including former Jharkhand Chief Minister
Shibu Soren, who passed away on Monday.

ST FIHHAT T Foh FIE 11 Tl YT g3, 79 FATATT A Rzelr =7 T8 Tgel Aot 7@
!, oot eIREs & g HEIHA fAg AT AT & 3R Totetent HAaR Y f¥ereT g
T AT, T AEHTATer &
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As soon as the obituary references were over, Opposition MPs, including those
from the Congress, were on their feet, raising slogans and holding up placards.

ﬁﬁeﬁmwy,mmmﬁmmmwwﬁmm
ARETSN e o9 T AT oTgU= ol |

When Mr. Birla tried to run the House by taking up the Question Hour, the protests
intensified.

ST At ST o TeeAHTer [ T TG Tolet T SAH R, I« fawer 3 A gt |

“Your behaviour and activities have lowered the dignity and honour of the House.
You have been systematically obstructing the proceedings. This is not good,” Mr.
Birla said as he adjourned the House until 2 p.m.

“3M9eh eq9e 3 AT & Feer i 7R 3k wfassT & A fHar g1 3ma
AN w7 § FIEAE 7 aem s7er W@ 1 TE TE AL &, A Rrge A Fgr 3R weT B
gIIeR 2 99 d% TUfara = feam|

The Lok Sabha was finally adjourned for the day after the passage of the Bill for
the Goa Assembly.

Mar Ru=aweT & AT Fgys afia g & a1g AFas i 3iad: e s & v safag
Y fear s
Earlier, before the start of Parliament, several MPs of the INDIA bloc parties,

including Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, staged a
protest in the Parliament House complex against SIR.

SHY UEd, HHE YT 31 W g, FIAW HHAT go 1 reay Aifaram amelt @iz INDIA
TS ol F FE WHA! 7 SIR F WTE THG aeT IREX 7 fAer yeoia 7|

Speaking to presspersons, Congress leader and MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
the government’s inability to run the House showed its “weakness.”

THHRI & ST FI G, FIAH AT AR T Frzrehr meh argr ¥ et & TAR B Fe
Tl H FAALAAT 3T "FHASAR" Y g2l &
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UPSC plans to send recruitment alerts to institutions via

UPSC plans to send
recruitment alerts to
1nst1tut10ns via email

The Hindu Bureau
MNEW DELHI

In a first, the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) will alert educa-
tional and professional in-
stitutions to recruitment
advertisements as many
vacancies remained unful-
filled due to lack of infor-
mation among jobseekers.

The UPSC does the re-
cruitment to fill Group A

UPSC recruits to fill Group A
and Group B gazetted posts.

drive in a time-bound man-

email

ToteaH gEamEr S
AT & FART 37t 37erc
A F ATAT TATET &

o First, the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) will alert
educational and professional
institutions to recruitment
advertisements as many
vacancies remain unfulfilled due
to lack of information among
jobseekers.

Ugell ], W A [T ATAT

;ggts ﬁrﬂ;JephﬁEistgl'?ez:gsg Ei'.gar‘;g:esﬂsirgaiasesﬂils (UPSC) Q‘\'&ﬂﬁﬂ? 3'ﬁT SRIER i ﬁEIi
Vernment of India and con.  tions we receive fof diffe. AT P srelf Rt o A
e o o T P RurnE e ey arert ot i o Rt
cruitmonts require cssen.  ous as mo suitable appls. | TR H1 FH & FOT T TG &

tial qualifications of educa-
tional and experience
criteria.

UPSC Chairman Ajay
Kumar said, “Apart from
our regular examinations,
UPSC receives recruitment
requests from wvarious Mi-
nistries and departments
for warious government
positions.

To streamline and expe-

cant meeting the Recruit-
ment Rules criteria is
found,” Mr. Kumar said.
“Sometimes the posts
remained wvacant or be-
came infructuous during
the interview stage as suit-
able candidates are not
found. In order to address
these issues, we are rolling
out new outreach mea-
sures... it is planned to

s |

e The UPSC does the recruitment
to fill Group A and Group B
gazetted posts in the Ministries
and departments of the
Government of India and conducts
regular examinations.

UPSC, $TRd TR & HATeA! 31T

dite the process, we are en- send email alerts/updates T 7 99 A 31X 77 B U9l a
suring that the requests are to relevant institutions and . 2 2

received well in advance  organisations.” e &l 9 o foIw 97t spear & 3R
within a three-month win- Email alerts would be .

dow, from January to sent to universities, institu- ﬁrqﬁt-r qﬁaqm' m G %’|

March, so that the process
is planned in a better man-
ner by clubbing similar re-
cruitment cases and hold-
ing their common tests to
complete the recruitment

tions, associations, profes-
sional and recognised bo-
dies, and other institutions
can also request the infor-
mation by writing to ra-

upsc@go.in.

e Depending on the nature of
duties, these recruitments require
essential qualifications of
educational and experience
criteria.

o1l T Fohic & IHTAR, 3T o1fciail o forw Aarforr 3R srepera warelt araeas Avazyar

TR g g

e UPSC Chairman Ajay Kumar said, “Apart from our regular examinations, UPSC
receives recruitment requests from various Ministries and departments for various
government positions."

TrTHH! IHEART HST FAR & e, "gARY HAATHT TET31 & 37elrar, UPSC i fafdiee
FaTeral 3 et & faffieer aeaY wak & forw o7l 3repier ure g g1
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"To streamline and expedite the process, we are ensuring that the requests are
received well in advance within a three-month window, from January to March, so
that the process is planned in a better manner by clubbing similar recruitment
cases and holding their common tests to complete the recruitment drive in a time-
bound manner.”

"SH FfRAT 1 A AR A A & oY, gA T ARTI W W@ E [F et d A &
s efter e Y 3raflr A 3eRIY g @ UIT 81 SV ATfeh Gfshar &l dgal ol &
IISTAT AT, HHAT ST ATHCAT Sl T FTY FAATHT, 37 Tolw |rem 9T 3mafaa
Y FHAGECY cRiIeh & 7l Tishar T ST Heh |”

“In the past, some disparities were observed in the number of applications we
receive for different posts.

‘TS AT &, 3797-37619T TeT & ToIT g GTeeT 3MTdesiT il T&aT # $o JFATAATT ol
TS|
During the scrutiny of cases, sometimes, the case becomes infructuous as no

suitable applicant meeting the Recruitment Rules criteria is found,” Mr. Kumar
said.

AT T ST & SR, FH3ft-aefl AT caet gf Sirar § Fife arclf st & wrerest v
QT 1 AT I 3UGFd ITdeeh A6l [Heldr,” T AR o FeT|

“Sometimes the posts remained vacant or became infructuous during the interview
stage as suitable candidates are not found.

"33l U Frell T§ ST § AT WIATIHR =TT o SRl IUYFd IFHIGART & o el &
PRUTTF 8T ST & |

In order to address these issues, we are rolling out new outreach measures... it is
planned to send email alerts/updates to relevant institutions and organisations.”

o7 HEAT3T & fAues & foT, §97 AT T 3URT 379 & £... Tg ANoTell 915 15 & fh
T FEYTT 3R FIreaAT T AT HAS/IAISTH FoT ST |”
Email alerts would be sent to universities, institutions, associations,

professional and recognised bodies, and other institutions can also request the
information by writing to raupsc@gov.in.

§A 3¢ ARafagael, Fvum=, @ul, saaa¥s iR Agar urod FFEt # a9
STEaT, 3R 377 &A1 8 raupsc@gov.in W fAEeh STTeTehRT UTC it & AL AT
qhd 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page45


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Allahabad HC judge ‘cut a
sorry figure for himself

GS II: Judiciary
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
passed a scathing order re-
primanding an Allahabad
High Court judge, choosing
to name him while saying
that he not only “cut a sor-
ry figure for himself but
has made a mockery of jus-
tice”.

The court recorded that
the judge in question, Jus-
tice Prashant Kumar,
found nothing wrong in a
litigant filing a criminal
case against a buyer in a
purely civil dispute over an
unpaid balance of money
in a sale transaction.

“We are at our wits’ end
to understand what is
wrong with the Indian jud-
iciary at the level of the
High Court. At times, we
are left wondering wheth-
er such orders are passed

on some extraneous con-

siderations or it is sheer ig-
norance of law. Whatever it
be, passing of such absurd
and erroneous orders is so-
mething unpardonable,” a
Bench of Justices ].B. Pardi-
wala and R. Mahadevan
wrote in a 19-page order
dictated in open court on
August 4. In fact, the
Bench said the High Court
judge had found that regis-
tering a criminal case for
“criminal breach of trust”
would be a quicker way to
get the unpaid balance.

“The judge has gone to
the extent of saying that
asking the complainant to
pursue civil remedy for the
purpose of recovery of the
balance amount will be ve-
ry unreasonable as civil
suit may take a long time...
It was expected of the High
Court to know that in cases
of civil dispute a complai-
nant cannot be permitted
to resort to criminal pro-
ceedings as the same
would amount to abuse of
process,” the Supreme
Court noted.

Justice Pardiwala, the
lead judge on the top court
Bench, asked how the in-
gredients of the offence of
‘criminal breach of trust’
would apply to a sale tran-
saction.

“Mere transaction of
sale cannot amount to an
entrustment,” the top
court explained.

Allahabad HC
judge ‘cut a
sorry figure for
himself, made
mockery of
justice’: SC
SdTgIalg 3T
Icpky
sararefier
‘39 fAw
T fufa
dar fY, /=T A
f@&edt 3318:
g FIE
. The Supreme
Court has passed a
scathing order

reprimanding an
Allahabad High Court

judge, choosing to name him while saying that he not only “cut a sorry figure for
himself but has made a mockery of justice”.

A FIE A Teh F3 QA H SATGIEIG 3T +IATAT & Ueh wATATENA T HhR TS,
3og oITH AT gl [ 3o o hadl “W9at forw aefare feufa der &Y sfes = fir st
et 3318
e The court recorded that the judge in question, Justice Prashant Kumar, found

nothing wrong in a litigant filing a criminal case against a buyer in a purely civil
dispute over an unpaid balance of money in a sale transaction.

3TETOT o Gt fohaT o waifere wamameder, #Arafet werid FAR, &1 & TG & [@ars
e AetaeT H TorT AR &1 I Faer Qareit fAarg 7 1Y ganT I ATaT got
A H Fo 8t e agh wm|

e “We are at our wits’ end to understand what is wrong with the Indian judiciary at

the level of the High Court. At times, we are left wondering whether such orders are

passed on some extraneous considerations or it is sheer ignorance of law.

“GH TE AN A FAS HY AT Toh TETIaAT U3 6T & o SR sararaifersr & 3o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page46


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

AT T 9 FAT T §) 6T 8| S IR §H Ig Wrdet YT HSTG 6111 Il § fob o
T 37TeeT TR STEdt WHTT & HROT T ST & IT TE Shalof FHIeel Y AT ¢ |

Whatever it be, passing of such absurd and erroneous orders is something
unpardonable,” a Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan wrote in a
19-page order dictated in open court on August 4.

ATe S 37 81, 39 e o A 3 FRqot meeit &1 aiRa et e &, F§ 91
et . <. IRFFATET 3R AR, AT I NS A 4 I T Gel HSTerd FaT 7 19
qeal & e H fordd|

In fact, the Bench said the High Court judge had found that registering a criminal

case for “criminal breach of trust” would be a quicker way to get the unpaid
balance.

IRAd H, 91 o gl foh 3T AT & =grardier s 9rar i “3maifas faearraa” &
T MY ATHET Sof HIAT, THTAT T YT et HT dof dNHT g9 |

“The judge has gone to the extent of saying that asking the complainant to pursue
civil remedy for the purpose of recovery of the balance amount will be very
unreasonable as civil suit may take a long time...”

“ATATENT SH &€ ofeh Tl ATV fob 3ogiot el Teh RISl hT THTAT ATA Y THeAT
ferT draTelt ST 7T T =TT TET HCHAGIRS G191 F1ch AraTedl HHGHAT erell Tel

“It was expected of the High Court to know that in cases of civil dispute a
complainant cannot be permitted to resort to criminal proceedings as the same
would amount to abuse of process,” the Supreme Court noted.

“Ig 31ATaTeT AT foh 3T AT T 4T Bl =g ¢ foh draredt faaet & Aret &
TRl T AR FIAATEr HT HERT A hT 37gAT FET & ST Hehell FiTeh I8
UfSHAT T GEIANT glaTT,” P HIE o fecqut |

Justice Pardiwala, the lead judge on the top court Bench, asked how the
ingredients of the offence of ‘criminal breach of trust’ would apply to a sale
transaction.

St aRTSaTET, S MY 1ererd @ dis 7 ol st §, 7 g i srafae
farearaeTa & 3roRTy & "ew fhdl sy dader oX Fd ey e Fwd §

“Mere transaction of sale cannot amount to an entrustment,” the top court
explained.

i 31eTerd o TISC foRaT, “dhacl A AetgsT ol AU (VTFCHE) o & H wAg! AT 5T
qehal”
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INBRIEF

Dera Sacha Sauda chief Ram

Rahim granted 40-day parole
=GS II: Judicia '

Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh, serving a 20-year jail term for raping two
of his disciples, walked out of Sunaria prison in
Haryana’s Rohtak on Tuesday after being granted
a 40-day parole. Singh will stay at his
Sirsa-headquartered Dera during his parole, said
Dera spokesperson and advocate Jitender
Khurana. After reaching Sirsa, Singh appealed to
his followers in a video message to not turn up at
the Dera and adhere to the instructions of the
sect elders. By the time Singh returns to jail at the
end of his parole, he would have been out of
prison for three months this year. en

Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Ram Rahim granted 40-day
parole

ST FreT FleT Y@ IH WA
Y 40 fe=T Y ARrer el

e Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh, serving a 20-year jail term
for raping two of his disciples, walked out
of Sunaria prison in Haryana’s Rohtak on
Tuesday after being granted a 40-day
parole.

3 AT WieT WIE IRHAT T W T, S
&Y fArsTI3T & FATCRR & AT 20 Arer Y T
1T B &, AIAAR I gRIATOT & Ngas By
FATRAT ST & 40 a7 iy et Aetet & a1
STER 37T

o Singh will stay at his Sirsa-
headquartered Dera during his parole, said
Dera spokesperson and advocate Jitender
Khurana.

ST Yaehall AR JTRgerdr fordes Q& o el
for g 379eT IeT & gRIeT AT a3
HEITT A G|

o After reaching Sirsa, Singh appealed to his followers in a video message to not
turn up at the Dera and adhere to the instructions of the sect elders.

T g < 1, g = difEar weer 7 3oy IregATAE & 3rdver Ay & F 57 3T

3R oo & gopait & AR &7 arere Y

e By the time Singh returns to jail at the end of his parole, he would have been out of

prison for three months this year.

ST g 319t TRIe O e ST a9 dlicet, a9 d a8 38 ATel 3 dief AT aoh ol &

STEX T8 Iob BT
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Trump’s tarifts likely to severely aftect
aquaculture and seafood sector in A.P.

g A e — '

:GS II: External Sector

Rajulapudi Srinivas
VIJAYAWADA

With the U.S. President Do-
nald Trump announcing a
25% tariff on Indian pro-
ducts, the aquaculture sec-
tor in Andhra Pradesh is
likely to be severely affect-
ed, particularly for the
shrimp farmers.
Aquaculture farmers in
A.P. exporting their pro-
duce to the U.S have to
bear about 25% tariffs,
5.77% countervailing duty
and 3.96% anti-dumping

duty from August 7, says
the Seafood Exporters As-
sociation of India
members.

The contribution of A.P.

A.P’s seafood sector has been in a crisis since Trump’s tariffs in April

13 T, |
PR A
43 - I Ly 5

to seafood exports was
9.52% Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) in
2023-24, said Joint Director
(Aquaculture), Shaik Lal

Mohammad.

The sector has been fac-
ing a severe crisis after the
U.S. imposed 26% tariff in
April. As the prices fell of
shrimp in the international
market, many farmers an-
nounced crop holiday, the
producers said.

“We are not in a position
to continue aquaculture by
paying a 35% tariff to the
U.S. The Centre should
take measures to save the
sector,” A. Veerraju, a
farmer from Eluru district
said.

Trump'’s tariffs likely to severely affect the aquaculture and
seafood sector in A.P.

€T & SRE { 31U T F STl FIY 3 T @1eg &7 W g
AT 95 Y AHTGAT

e With the U.S. President Donald Trump announcing a 25% tariff on Indian
products, the aquaculture sector in Andhra Pradesh is likely to be severely
affected, particularly for the shrimp farmers.

FAREY Teeufa 168 TT GaRT WA 3cuTal W 25% R Fr arvor & are, 3y
YR T ST F 817, [aAwent sitam framat & forw, 3t & @ genfae gler hr Harmaet

gl

e Aquaculture farmers in A.P. exporting their produce to the U.S have to bear
about 25% tariffs, 5.77% countervailing duty and 3.96% anti-dumping duty from
August 7, says the Seafood Exporters Association of India members.

3T 9G2r o STelir F ATt St 3rqar 3eure AR F fAafa v €, 3¢ 7 3vea &
ST 25% SR, 5.77% Fr3eafaer 3 31X 3.96% TA-3Ter 37 a5t i g,
UHT el § HIES TFaaied vaflwer 3w 131 & aeeat &

e The contribution of A.P. to seafood exports was 9.52% Compound Annual

Growth Rate (CAGR) in 2023-24, said Joint Director (Aquaculture), Shaik Lal
Mohammad.
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Y fASU (TFaThow) AF ATl AgFAg - Fel o 2023-24 H Y J&A HT THAT
wrey faa 7 arereT 9.52% aFqeftr arfie geftr a3 (CAGR) @1

e The sector has been facing a severe crisis after the U.S. imposed a 26% tariff in
April. As the prices of shrimp fell in the international market, many farmers
announced a crop holiday, the producers said.

$H 819 1 34 H HARFT GaRT 26% ERE TIMT 7ot & a6 I MR Fhe 1 AT
AT U8 T@T ¥ AT SR 3 sffer &y dverat 3 Pae 31 & Ror &8 et
Wl ITTHTL T BTV T &Y, VAT IcqTGh! of Fal|

o “We are not in a position to continue aquaculture by paying a 35% tariff to the U.S.
The Centre should take measures to save the sector,” said A. Veerraju, a farmer
from Eluru district.

TS e & foharer v, RIS o e, “6H 35% R o Sreftar Y sl @ iy furfar
# 7€l ¥ F5 TER 1 39 AT F g9 F AT FeA 3o TR

Countervailing Duty and Anti-Dumping Duty

e To maintain fair trade practices and protect domestic industries from unfair foreign
competition, the Indian government uses trade remedy measures like Countervailing Duty
(CVD) and Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD) under the framework of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO) agreements.

e These duties are imposed by the Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.

Countervailing Duty (CVD)

* Countervailing Duty is a customs duty imposed on imported goods that have received subsidies
from the exporting country’s government.

* The main purpose is to neutralize the unfair advantage gained by foreign producers through
subsidies, which harm domestic industries.

Legal and Regulatory Basis:
* Governed under Section 9 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975.

* Aligned with WTO’s Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (SCM Agreement).

Conditions for Imposition:

* Import of a subsidized product into India.

* The domestic industry must prove that this has caused material injury (loss in production, sales,
profit, employment, etc.).

* DGTR conducts an investigation and submits its recommendation to the Ministry of Finance.

Examples:
* In 2021, India imposed countervailing duties on certain flat-rolled stainless steel products from
China, Indonesia, and Malaysia due to state subsidies in those countries.

CN
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Duration:
« Initially imposed for 5 years, extendable based on sunset review.

Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD)

* Anti-Dumping Duty is imposed when a foreign company exports goods at a price lower than its
domestic market price or cost of production, a practice called dumping.

* This duty is designed to protect Indian industries from unfair price competition and market
disruption.

Legal and Regulatory Basis:
* Imposed under Section 9A of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975.
* Based on WTO’s Anti-Dumping Agreement.

Conditions for Imposition:

* Existence of dumping margin (difference between the export price and the normal value).
* Injury to the domestic industry due to dumped imports.

* A formal investigation by DGTR is conducted, usually within 12—18 months.

Examples:
* In August 2023, India imposed anti-dumping duties on solar glass from China, Vietnam, and

Indonesia to protect domestic manufacturers.

Duration:
* Generally imposed for 5 years, with provision for review and extension.

Key Differences Between CVD and ADD

Aspect Countervailing Duty (CVD) Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD)
Objective Offset foreign government subsidies Counteract unfair low-price exports
Lega.l . Section 9, Customs Tariff Act, 1975 Section 9A, Customs Tariff Act, 1975
Provision
WTO Subsidies and Countervailing Measures . .

Agreement (SCM) Anti-Dumping Agreement
Trigger Product is subsidized by the exporting Product is sold below market value or
Condition country cost in exporting country
Proof Existence of subsidy and injury to __. . . .
Required domestic industry Existence of dumping margin and injury
. Directorate General of Trade Remedies
Authority (DGTR) DGTR
Duration Usually 5 years Usually 5 years

Page5 1
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India cannot allow the US. or the EU to
decide its choice of trade partners

fter months of considerable forbearance,

the statement by the Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA), on Monday, pushing back
against the U.S. and the European Union (EU) for
“targeting” India is significant. The statement
came two hours after Mr. Trump had announced
penalty tariffs against India, “substantially”
above the current 25% rate set to go into place
this week, for importing, processing and selling
Russian oil. A day earlier, a senior Trump aide
had accused India of “financing” Russia’s war in
Ukraine. And on July 18, the EU had announced
sanctions on India’s Vadinar refinery (partially
Russian owned), and secondary sanctions that
will affect Indian refiners. The MEA spokesper-
son said that the measures were “unjustified and
unreasonable” as the U.S. and the EU continue to
trade with Russia for goods including LNG, criti-
cal minerals and nuclear fuel requirements. The
statement also said that it was the U.S. that had
encouraged India to keep buying Russian oil to
stabilise global markets, something the Biden ad-
ministration had confirmed. The government
said that in comparison to the western countries,
India’s Russian oil purchases are a “vital national
compulsion” as a result of the conflict in Ukraine,
adding that India would “... safeguard its national
interests and economic security”. The MEA’s
statement is the first such clear response on the
issue since the Ukraine conflict. Taken with Un-
ion Minister Piyush Goyal’s statement last week
on the U.S. announcement of 25% reciprocal ta-
riffs on India from August 7, Monday’s statement
indicates New Delhi’s growing frustration with
the U.S.’s increasingly offensive positions against
India, including on immigration, trade negotia-
tions, Operation Sindoor and Pakistan, and In-
dia’s BRICS membership. It is unclear how and to
what extent the government is prepared to stand
up to the bullying tactics of Mr. Trump. Mr.
Trump said on Tuesday that India has not been a
“good trading partner” — a possible reference to
trade talks and the failure of a mini-deal, ostensi-
bly over India’s resistance on agricultural market
access, dairy products and GM foods.

While it is hoped that New Delhi will continue
to engage Washington and Brussels to conclude
their respective trade talks, the MEA statement is
meant to make a larger point. Neither the U.S.
nor the EU can decide which country India will
partner or trade with. That message is being un-
derlined in visits by Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to
Moscow, to prepare for the Russian President’s
visit to India later this year. India’s sovereignty is
non-negotiable and its foreign policy choices can-
not be manipulated by other countries, no mat-
ter how significant their own ties with India are.

Bullying tactics
HHSTA F HITaIT

India cannot allow the U.S. or the EU to decide its
choice of trade partners

AR IARFT a1 TAAT T FY T8 a7 A
AT ¢ & Tharl o T€ ToFA S § AR A

o After months of considerable forbearance, the
statement by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), on
Monday, pushing back against the U.S. and the European
Union (EU) for “targeting” India is significant

HEAT T HcATF HIH Sl & 91, HIATR i fager
HATSIT (MEA) SaRT 31AReT 3R JUd @9 (EU) garT
HRA T "TARATAT ST & T feam Iy STy \geaqot &

e The statement came two hours after Mr. Trump had
announced penalty tariffs against India, “substantially”
above the current 25% rate set to go into place this week,
for importing, processing and selling Russian oil

Ig ST fAFET U GaRT R X ESTcHF Yo odllet hr
HIYOIT & & §e 91 3T, St o HIS[ar 25% & 9 “shrhr
HUF” &, 3R 37 Foag § T de F AT, THERIT 3R

faehr & forw eme gl arell &
e A day earlier, a senior Trump aide had accused India
of “financing” Russia’s war in Ukraine

Teh &t Igel, €9 & Toh aRsS HeAN o 8TRcl R el A
T & Jeur Y "RATNYOr" S 1 IR oy A7

e On July 18, the EU had announced sanctions on
India’s Vadinar refinery (partially Russian owned), and
secondary sanctions that will affect Indian refiners

18 SATE I, EU o $Rc & adiar Reprgardt (foraat s
T TaTffcd 8) W afaeer i IR Resaial w— wera
STeleY dTel gfdeires wfdeer oemet hr ayor & o

e The MEA spokesperson said that the measures were
“unjustified and unreasonable” as the U.S. and the EU
continue to trade with Russia for goods including LNG,
critical minerals and nuclear fuel requirements

MEA Y&l =t &gl o & 391 "3 fRe 3iX sreamaut §
Fifeh AR IR FAUT T FF & ALY SATIR AT ST
@A g, TH LNG, Hgcaqet @ferst 3R aamo) Serer
JTIRIHATE A &

o The statement also said that it was the U.S. that had

encouraged India to keep buying Russian oil to stabilize
global markets, something the Biden administration had
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confirmed

T H Ig oY &gT 9137 1 3ARNFT A & IR ) ANTF TR F R = & fow &Y
do @ligs & o gicargd fonar ar, S arsse yemde of TR fhar ar

The government said that in comparison to the western countries, India’s Russian
oil purchases are a “vital national compulsion” as a result of the conflict in
Ukraine

TIFR o Tl T afResty &t Hr Jeretr 7, TR garT wHt e iy &g v "Ageayqet
TSET ALY & ST Fehel HOY & HROT 3T §3 ©
India would “... safeguard its national interests and economic security”

R ".... 39t Tedry fRralt 3R e e i vam Ham

The MEA'’s statement is the first such clear response on the issue since the
Ukraine conflict

MEA FT I§ T Pohet HEY o S1C H 5 g W AT 31T Ygall TS ST ©
Taken with Union Minister Piyush Goyal’s statement last week on the U.S.

announcement of 25% reciprocal tariffs on India from August 7, Monday’s
statement indicates New Delhi’s growing frustration

Harg T Iy M & S Toclg QT T 7 3IFd § HRT W 25% TREIRE Yeh
MY T ITARET YOI 9T T 31T §47eT & a1y fRAATeR, QHTR T 931 18 ool
Tl garer & g AT &

Frustration with the U.S.’s increasingly offensive positions against India, including
on immigration, trade negotiations, Operation Sindoor, Pakistan, and India’s
BRICS membership

HRA & TTh AN & Tgd ATHAS T DI ol g1, [oTa fAe § — yardeT,
SR A, Ataver figy, i, 3R aRa 1 e wewar

It is unclear how and to what extent the government is prepared to stand up to the
bullying tactics of Mr. Trump

g TASC 78T & Toh AR €T T FHSTer Y WA 7 5 g deh 3R HY AT et
& PTRE

Mr. Trump said on Tuesday that India has not been a “good trading partner” — a
possible reference to trade talks and the failure of a mini-deal, ostensibly over
India’s resistance on agricultural market access, dairy products and GM foods

HITTAR FY €T 7 gl Toh HR T "ITHT AT WBIEGR" J¢T @ § — THaa: Tg
SATIR aTd! 3R U BIE AR FASI 1 fahorar & deet 8, i o 9 garnr iy
mﬁ@,mmmmmmwmma & FHITUT Tl

While it is hoped that New Delhi will continue to engage Washington and Brussels
to conclude their respective trade talks, the MEA statement is meant to make a
larger point

g 3FAIC T ST & T 18 e, aiflierest 31X s¥ed & ITY 379+ A9 ardai3it
QT A & T Hare STRY Tl Afehst MEA ST 941 Ueh 3 9T ol TISC hlat o felw

3

Neither the U.S. nor the EU can decide which country India will partner or trade
with

AR R AT T F A A1 o Tg T FE N FehaT [ HRA fore Gor & A
T SATIR H3MT
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o That message is being underlined in visits by Security Adviser Ajit Doval and
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Moscow, to prepare for the Russian
President’s visit to India later this year

ST HE 2T hT TSET YI&T HATGHIR Tsiter SreTer 3R Fader 7 var. Sraera< 1 Afeh
T 7 {@ifohd TR 1T T@T §, s 38 a¥ & 37 H T Isgafa i $TRa I 7 Iy
T T HH

+ India’s sovereignty is non-negotiable and its foreign policy choices cannot be
manipulated by other countries, no matter how significant their own ties with
India are

HI Y AT IrIRATAT ¢ 3R 3qehr fager Afey Ryt s 3= et ganrr ysnfaa
T T ST WehelT, 18 37 R & |1y Ha fraay off Ageaqot =i 71 gf
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India’s presence amid a broken template of geopolitics

tis time for India to punch its weight and
enhance its global presence at a time when
global geopolitics is being reset. But, as of
now, it is not moving India’s way.

Operation Sindoor was a reality check when
many of India’s strategic partners were not
willing to call out Pakistan for harbouring United
Nations-sanctioned terrorist groups and
terrorists. It is now known that three of the
perpetrators of the Pahalgam attack (April 22,
2025), who were eliminated recently, were
Pakistanis belonging to the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
While India’s retaliation against terror camps in
Pakistan was decisive, it struggled to get this
narrative out in the face of United States
President Donald Trump repeatedly claiming that
it was he who had brought about a ceasefire using
trade as a weapon — a claim contradicted by the
Government in the recent parliamentary debate.
In an unkind twist, Pakistan’s Field Marshal Asim
Munir was invited to lunch with Mr. Trump after
Operation Sindoor. However, the U.S. designated
The Resistance Front (TRF), which claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam attack, as a
Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) and
Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT). And
in a welcome recognition, the report by the UN
Security Council’s Monitoring Team also named
the TRF for the Pahalgam attack.

A path with Trump-created hurdles

But all is not well. On a historic day when the
NISAR satellite (India-U.S. collaboration) was
launched, Mr. Trump hit India with a 25% tariff.
However, he made a purely trade issue, which
could have been resolved in negotiations, into a
geopolitical issue, threatening India by
“substantially” raising tariffs for its importing
Russian oil when Ukrainians are being killed by
the “Russian War Machine.” India was being
trumped especially when Mr. Trump himself is a
strong votary of U.S.-Russian rapprochement.
While one can dismiss this as typical Trump-style
last minute pressure, he has already called on
U.S. companies not to invest in India but only in
the U.S., and hire only Americans.

This comes on the heels of the U.S’s lopsided
security and trade deals with its Indo-Pacific allies
and the European Union (EU). American tech
giant Nvidia has been permitted by the U.S. to
resume sales of its H20 Al chips to China, stopped
earlier due to national security concerns. More
time has been given to China to get the deal done.
After getting bogged down in Ukraine and West
Asia, the U.S. has less focus on East Asia.
Consequently, if a broader geopolitical
understanding between the U.S. and China on
East Asia was to come about, it would constrict
the space for India. East Asian countries are
already hedging their bets.

The U.S.'s posturing on South Asia has not
helped either. Growing U.S.-Pakistan relations
have again become an irritant. Even if this is a
reset in bilateral relations, the U.S. has displayed

T.S. Tirumurti
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Permanent
Representative of
India to the United
Nations, New York
and former Secretary,
Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi

To get its
economic and
technological
trajectory right,
India needs to
get its
geopolitics right

astonishing insensitivity to India’s security
concerns by praising Pakistan for
counter-terrorism efforts, and regional stability.
In Bangladesh, the U.S. had gone against Indian
interests in supporting the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina. In Myanmar, U.S. and European support
for forces opposing the military government is
destabilising India’s north-east. After Galwan and
Pahalgam, India’s hope for better understanding
and coordination with the U.S. on regional
security interests has been belied. Mutual trust is
being rapidly eroded.

Acting in concert with the U.S., the EU is
targeting India’s import-led energy security at a
time when India is negotiating an India-EU
Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement.
The EU has sanctioned India’s Vadinar Refinery,
where Russian Rosneft has a large stake, knowing
full well that stopping Russian oil into India will
lead to huge pressure on oil prices. On the other
hand, Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium, Spain and
others are importing Russian oil, through
pipelines and as LNG, by securing exemptions or
under existing contracts. Europe receives 51% of
Russian LNG exports. The EU’s carbon border tax
and digital and other trade barriers on India
remain. India hopes that the recently concluded
India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) will force the EU to climb
down from its asks in its trade negotiations.

China’s moves

All this has given China an opportunity to, once
again, become active in India’s neighbourhood.
China has proposed new groupings and new
deals to keep India out. For example, China’s
meeting with Pakistan and Bangladesh in
Kunming on June 19, 2025 proposed formalising a
trilateral initiative, but Bangladesh has not
agreed. China is also helping Bangladesh revive a
Second World War airbase at Lalmonirhat which
is close to the Siliguri Corridor. China’s support to
Pakistan during Operation Sindoor was extensive.
China has also standardised Mandarin names for
locations within Arunachal Pradesh. And it wants
to seize the future of the institution of the Dalai
Lama from India. Riding on a huge trade surplus
with India, China is squeezing India’s crucial
supply chains such as rare earths, fertilizers,
Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients, tunnel boring
machines and technical personnel. More
worrying is the planned construction of China’s
largest dam in Tibet on the Yarlung Zangbo
(Tibetan name for the Brahmaputra), which is
near the Indian border. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s recent visit to the Maldives has been
timely given China’s influence.

To counterbalance an unpredictable, and even
unreliable, U.S., an unresponsive EU and an
aggressive China, India is carrying out a tightrope
act. It has prioritised accelerating the current
thaw in relations with China to reset equations
after the Galwan conflict — despite there being no
move towards de-escalation on the border after

the initial disengagement in October 2024.

Further, India should seriously rethink its
stand to remain on the margins of global
conflicts. India has been largely silent, if not
openly pro-Israel, on the ongoing Israel-Gaza war
— an unfolding multidimensional human tragedy.
India was also largely silent on the recent
Israel-Iran conflict and American bombings,
despite important relations with both warring
parties and huge stakes in the Gulf. Though it
rightly abstained on the UN votes on the Ukraine
conflict, its overall approach of not taking a
proactive stand on world conflicts may hurt its
larger interests and diminish its geopolitical clout
as long as it remains on the sidelines. Operation
Sindoor has shown India that if it seeks a greater
engagement of its partners with its conflicts and
issues, India needs to engage more with their
conflicts and issues.

Some argue that India should keep its head
down and focus on becoming the third largest
economy and that a larger geopolitical role may
hurt its economic growth. The contrary is true. In
a fragmenting world order, geopolitics, coercion
and threats and protectionism are determining
economic and technological outcomes — not
most favoured nation or free trade or multilateral
World Trade Organization-led trade norms.
Therefore, to get its economic and technological
trajectory right, India needs to get its geopolitics
right.

The road ahead

Realising that the geopolitical space is shrinking,
India is finally breaking free and has objected to
the “targeting”. It has called out the double-speak
of the U.S. and the EU under the guise of
safeguarding their economic interests — the EU
for larger trade in goods and services with Russia
than India in 2024, and the U.S. for importing
Russian uranium, palladium, fertilizers and
chemicals. India’s call for a ceasefire in Gaza (it
abstained on a similar UN General Assembly
resolution two months ago), is a realisation that it
needs to be assertive in global conflicts to
preserve its strategic autonomy. Facing an
erosion of trust with the U.S. and a U.S.-China
deal, India needs to clinch an India-U.S. trade
deal soon to prevent a further deterioration of
relations and to persuade Mr. Trump to travel to
India for the Quad summit
(India-U.S.-Japan-Australia).

After Mr. Trump’s outburst, it is a moot point
whether India will revive the RIC
(Russia-India-China). However, greater
engagement with BRICS (2026 summit in India),
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and with
East Asia (having missed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership bus), will
only reinforce India’s policy of multi-alignment
and push back those who constrain it. No more
can India just put our head down, mind its own
economic business and expect to grow. That
template is now broken.

India’s presence amid a broken template of geopolitics

$-TToTeAI & T U 3T & ol 8T 1 Alofealt

A path with Trump-created hurdles
TFT ganT Yar Y 7§ STEnsT rem AR

e ltis time for India to punch its weight and enhance its global presence at a time when
global geopolitics is being reset. But, as of now, it is not moving India’s way.

Tg THY & o $TRA 370 &7 T o AR Feeled Y 3R 391 e Alepeaft 1 sere,
U THY 7 T e Ui T O Hateyd AT S T 81 o, fhergTer, a8
Hl o U&7 A 7161 9¢ W B

e Operation Sindoor was a reality check when many of India’s strategic partners were
not willing to call out Pakistan for harbouring United Nations-sanctioned terrorist
groups and terrorists.
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iaereT RAGY Ueh arecfdehdl &1 ST AT 516 R & S I0TATcleh HISaR g ST
ZarT yfaaflra el Harsa! 3R Tdsharicdl sl Tellg ol & felT IIfFeatet <l 3iTeirest
el I IR AL A

It is now known that three of the perpetrators of the Pahalgam attack (April 22,

2025), who were eliminated recently, were Pakistanis belonging to the Lashkar-e-
Taiba.

319 Ig AT ¢ T Igeans gaa (22 3r¥d, 2025) & et 3TRTel, Seg 81T &7 7 AR
IR 37T, STeT-T-gaT § 53 wfdhedrt 3|

While India’s retaliation against terror camps in Pakistan was decisive, it struggled to
get this narrative out in the face of U.S. President Donald Trump repeatedly
claiming that it was he who had brought about a ceasefire using trade as a weapon
— a claim contradicted by the Government in the recent parliamentary debate.

STafer giferedreT & 3mdeT RIS & @ AR 1 STarsT wrars [ oY, dfea
S8 TUIRT e A HfSATS §5 Fifh AR TSgafd SeTes T7T TR-SR aTal FI I T
foh 37glel SATIR Y FRAIR & TT H SEAATT hieh JUTATH HI™T — Teh 1T 54 gredl
I FHAIT F8H H ThR o Wit fhar|

In an unkind twist, Pakistan’s Field Marshal Asim Munir was invited to lunch with
Mr. Trump after Operation Sindoor.

T 3T A1 A, N & dres Areter 3rfler FAR I e [fey & ore 5 g7 q
o TTY GIUET oh HIoTeT & TolT AT T 17|

However, the U.S. designated The Resistance Front (TRF), which claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam attack, as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO)
and Specially Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT).

gTelifeh, AR o g IFTEH Wwe (TRF), [T Igelens gdo I THFAeRY o oY, i
el sawarey @are (FTO) 3R faRiy v & a1faa 39w srawardl (SDGT) aifva
foRa|

In a welcome recognition, the report by the UN Security Council’s Monitoring
Team also named the TRF for the Pahalgam attack.

Teh 19T AT AT H, TFF 6T & IREG Y Affereiar & H Rare 7 ofr

YgeldTTH gHel & oIt TRF &1 ATH form 3|

On a historic day when the NISAR satellite (India-U.S. collaboration) was
launched, Mr. Trump hit India with a 25% tariff.

e QAT foeT ST AR 39arg (STRT-3rAReHT WEaT) 7 TaTaoT €31, ST goa o

R TR 25% e o9 f&aT|

He made a purely trade issue into a geopolitical issue, threatening India by
“substantially” raising tariffs for its importing Russian oil when Ukrainians are being
killed by the “Russian War Machine.”

3ogiel Uoh U TE § AR Fog 1 - Heg H Faol [T, e T aawh
o §U o T e o AT TR ek ‘ST 66 T TGl [GIT ST, ST Fehfor et “TlT
JeU AN GIRT AR T T &

India was being trumped especially when Mr. Trump himself is a strong votary of
U.S.-Russian rapprochement.

R 9T GETd STelT SIT 38T AT, WA o1d A ToT T A RFI-F AA-fRATT & Jaor
TATF &
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He has already called on U.S. companies not to invest in India but only in the U.S.,
and hire only Americans.

3ot Ugel &1 JARP Fuferal & 3rdver AT § o I 3R 7 fager 7 ¥ afew dhaa
AR & &Y, 3R ool IARTFAT 1 &) Toigered X

The U.S.’s lopsided security and trade deals with its Indo-Pacific allies and the
European Union (EU) add to India’s concerns.

3R & fg-weria we A 3R g & (EV) & |1 sragfoid geetm i
e A R H RIan3ft & sera g1
Nvidia has been permitted by the U.S. to resume sales of its H20 Al chips to China,

stopped earlier due to national security concerns, with more time given to China to
finalise the deal.

3TARERT o TAAISAT T H20 Al FRrew a1 Tasht =fieT T T & Y& et hT 3Tgafcr 2l &,
S Tg el T Rt RT3t o HROT kT a7 AT, 3R e ' FleT [ e & faw
31T T T mar &

After getting bogged down in Ukraine and West Asia, the U.S. has less focus on
East Asia, where a broader U.S.-China geopolitical understanding could constrict
India’s space.

enet 3T aftesr oA & 3erster & d1e, AR 1 qdf vRaT W FA eI B, STel T
e FANG-ANT TN faF TAS AR & fow T4 HfAT X Fehell B

Growing U.S.-Pakistan relations have again become an irritant, with the U.S.
praising Pakistan for counter-terrorism efforts and regional stability.

Jod WANFT-IIfFEa Gaer T O Teh AT §7 37T §, FAifh AR grferedre $r
rderare-Ueft gamaT 317 &= feeRar & o geirar T w@r i

In Bangladesh, the U.S. went against Indian interests in supporting the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina.

FedRer H, 3ARST o AF FHAT F et & THAT H 9IRT & Bal & Qs e
|

In Myanmar, U.S. and European support for forces opposing the military
government is destabilising India’s north-east.

AR A, Fo7 THR I TANE A aTell clehal T AR IR FUd Godier s &
Fa-qd I HTEA AT T &
The EU is targeting India’s import-led energy security during negotiations for an

India-EU Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement, sanctioning India’s
Vadinar Refinery where Russian Rosneft has a large stake.

TSR W R HT IHTATT-ITTR FoAT AT T HRA-$ AT9F AR 3 fovder
AN & aTdT & GRIT AT 9T TET §, 3R 9Ra Y af3ar Resadt ) gfasy o
TeT &, ores Tt Uswe r o5t fRedeny &

Meanwhile, several European countries such as Hungary, Slovakia, Belgium,
Spain are still importing Russian oil through pipelines and LNG with exemptions or
existing contracts.

gt 19, s U &2 S §oY, FeltarRan, Ifeaae, T3 319 o Wl e arsuasar
3R TeATASH & ATEIH A AT X T6 8, T T HsfeT el & dgd|

Europe receives 51% of Russian LNG exports.

U9 Tt TerTetsit faTe 1 51% Jrod X g
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The EU’s carbon border tax and other digital and trade barriers on India remain in
place.

$9, T FIE SIS ¢FA 3R 31 Bforeer AR sAaRe 3raier 57k W gu |

India hopes the recently concluded India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) will pressure the EU to reduce its demands in ongoing
trade talks.

HRT 1 37HIG § T 8Tel &1 7 Hueel HRA-Ja a9 3 3R SR w#sitar
(CETA) £ 9T <Ief @ SATIR aTdi3il # 379ef A3T & it 1 GaTa STela |

China’s moves

et Y arfafafeat

All this has given China an opportunity to, once again, become active in India’s
neighbourhood.

Ig oo AT ! Teh a1 O RT & 9210 & IfhT gle) &7 319 e &1
China has proposed new groupings and new deals to keep India out.
HleT o R T TG T & ToIT AT FHE 3R 7T FHSANT F&ariad v gl

For example, China’s meeting with Pakistan and Bangladesh in Kunming on June
19, 2025 proposed formalising a trilateral initiative, but Bangladesh has not agreed.

3CTEXUT & ToIT, 19 S[eT 2025 T FATHT F <o hT qrferaret AT s & &Y 56
# v ety yger &1 3itgenRe §9 &5 &1 9 dTa I@T 3737, SfcheT ST & GgATT
oTer &Il
China is also helping Bangladesh revive a Second World War airbase at
Lalmonirhat which is close to the Siliguri Corridor.

e arFaTeer & RAENE FINEK & ard U aresfarere 7 gfads frg geu &
TIEH FY IS A Fel 7 HEG A @ &

China’s support to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor was extensive.

itaverer Rigy & aret ifeecret &1 et o7 FaHde sarg

China has also standardised Mandarin names for locations within Arunachal
Pradesh.

e o JFUITEre Foer & X [EUd Turet & forw #erier A&t 1 o Alevehiehd fohar g
And it wants to seize the future of the institution of the Dalai Lama from India.
3R Tg HRT  EATS ATHT & FEATT o H1TIST ' 3797 g1 & AT =gar &

Riding on a huge trade surplus with India, China is squeezing India’s crucial
supply chains such as rare earths, fertilizers, Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients, tunnel boring machines and technical personnel.

HRT & AT 3 SR 3y & TR, et R S Ageaqor 3myfet sf@anat s 1R
e, 39T, A sitwely gues, eae aiReT Feils 3kt aweieT Fat 9 gara g1 @1
gl

More worrying is the planned construction of China’s largest dam in Tibet on the
Yarlung Zangbo (Tibetan name for the Brahmaputra), which is near the Indian
border.

31feren TR 1 a1 g & fob <ot o1 foveaa F aReer ST (SEAYT 1 foeaall oA1d) T
W g3 G T [AATOT e FT IEAG &, S ART AT & g £
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to the Maldives has been timely given
China’s influence.

T & T FY GG §U TUTAFA A%g AN ¥ G AT A FAIATTR T &

To counterbalance U.S., EU and China

3R, Ui T 3R e 1 dqee T F faw

To counterbalance an unpredictable U.S., an unresponsive EU and an aggressive
China, India is carrying out a tightrope act.

Teh AR HART, Irfererdt FURT T 3R 3rHmas et T HJolol sl & [T,
HR Ueh TEAT O Teled SHT T Y T B

It has prioritised accelerating the current thaw in relations with China to reset
equations after the Galwan conflict — despite there being no move towards de-
escalation on the border after the initial disengagement in October 2024.

S ITAATT HUY o S1¢, THIHUI bl JAT el oh ToIU dleT oh AT T H TaAATT
Rreretra Y AT Fa T IrATHRAT &1 & — Teliloh HaFgar 2024 H YR HH 3701911d & S
HAT O T FH FA Y F TG 71 55 ¢

Further, India should seriously rethink its stand to remain on the margins of global
conflicts.

S 3TclTaT, AR i g gust & gIfRIT ) @ 1 319= Ui o sefRar &
REIEEREZIEIY

India has been largely silent, if not openly pro-Israel, on the ongoing Israel-Gaza war
— an unfolding multidimensional human tragedy.

R HISTET SITSe - I — SiY Ueh ST HleTd TG 51 6T & — R T35
YT O FleT @7 B, 976l & Yool SoRTgel HAe o gl

India was also largely silent on the recent Israel-Iran conflict and American
bombings, despite important relations with both warring parties and huge stakes in
the Gulf.

H BTel & SIS A-$T0T WY 3 IARFY Forarlt o1 o 99 YA o) g @1, SAaieh
alell JETR Y&l & |1 36F FAgeaqor Hae 3R 71ew 7 3 R 81
Though it rightly abstained on the UN votes on the Ukraine conflict, its overall

approach of not taking a proactive stand on world conflicts may hurt its larger
interests and diminish its geopolitical clout as long as it remains on the sidelines.

glelifeh 3Tl bl HEY I WY IS AAGT & Tl ik I favet fova, oifehat farea
EST 9 WIHT T o AT T SHDT FHI GIoCehIVT, ST oo 6 GITAT TR LG, &b
3 feil &1 SJohare qgw hT & R 3THT -l AT T A FT Hevell B

Operation Sindoor has shown India that if it seeks greater engagement of its
partners with its conflicts and issues, India needs to engage more with their conflicts
and issues.

FiraereT RAGY o 8T 1 I8 fewmam & o arfe; @ 3ruer ot 3R gl # 39 armefieRy
$r Jiftres sefierdy angar €, A SR &1 3ok wet 3R Fee #F sifre smr S g

Debate on India’s role

R Y AT W g7
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e Some argue that India should keep its head down and focus on becoming the third
largest economy and that a larger geopolitical role may hurt its economic
growth.

% T Teh &l § 1o T ohl U T§=TT AT 3N ey Fadt a8t Irdfeaaedt o7 )
tm%ﬁﬁmaﬁmﬂ?aﬁa{-mﬁ?s@mmaﬁw@aﬁw@
Hhdl gl

o The contrary is true. In a fragmenting world order, geopolitics, coercion, threats
and protectionism are determining economic and technological outcomes — not
most favoured nation, free trade or WTO-led trade norms.

S Tl T &1 U gt §U Rea sqawyn #, (e, gare, awfear 3k
HaToTar 3w AR awehdT aRomaT H 07 R § — 7 6 Aee bas A, gEa
SATIR AT SeegEIHT-3muTie SR AFES|

e Therefore, to get its economic and technological trajectory right, India needs to
get its geopolitics right.
gafaT, 39t 3T i awreihr e it 78 F & AT, SR F 9= -t

P TEY AT BT

The road ahead
31731 T TEAT

e Realising that the geopolitical space is shrinking, India is finally breaking free and
has objected to the “targeting”.

I HEHH FXcl §U (o [-TIoraiiferd AT FAES T6T 8, 1R 3ieid: 39 &1 61 ¢ 31K
391 "TRATET" W 3l TGS B

o It has called out the double-speak of the U.S. and the EU under the guise of
safeguarding their economic interests — the EU for larger trade in goods and

services with Russia than India in 2024, and the U.S. for importing Russian
uranium, palladium, fertilizers and chemicals.

s8o AR 3 T wr & 3 Rt Fr @1 & sg= el st A1 3SR fRar g
— 2024 F T & TTY R A TAF TEIHT IR Q3T 7T SR A & fow g
", 3R T T, dafsaw, 39 3R e 3mara @ & v saie|

e India’s call for a ceasefire in Gaza (it abstained on a similar UNGA resolution two
months ago), is a realisation that it needs to be assertive in global conflicts to
preserve its strategic autonomy.

HIX T AT A JEUTATH 1 JTEare (S AL Tgol SH TG & JUAST GFara 4 36
qReST fohaT ), T8 T ¢ fh 3TTeiT 0o Taraedr il 910 W@ & fov 39 dRaw
HEST 3 @ Gt gla |

e Facing an erosion of trust with the U.S. and a U.S.-China deal, India needs to
clinch an India-U.S. trade deal soon to prevent a further deterioration of relations

and to persuade Mr. Trump to travel to India for the Quad summit (India-U.S.-
Japan-Australia).

AR & T faeard & eRor AR HARST-Her TR 7 AAAT HIA §T, HRA T

SToc; & HRA-3IANST AR gAY Fr 31fa7 & a1 TRT, arfes dee 7 3R fFRmae
T UM ST Toh 3R 4l €0 T Fars RrEw aFAe (AR -37ARF1-sarer-3iree o) &

foIT 3R 31T & forw Wi v S aeh|
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o After Mr. Trump’s outburst, it is a moot point whether India will revive the RIC
(Russia-India-China).
A €9 & AW 1T o d1G, Ig Teh [daTeye Hegrm & foh a1 R HRATEH (FH-9Rd-
dYeT) ol GeToiifael |
o However, greater engagement with BRICS (2026 summit in India), the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation and with East Asia (having missed the RCEP bus), will
only reinforce India’s policy of multi-alignment and push back those who constrain

it

éﬂﬁm(zozsﬁmmmﬁ), eraT$ wedhT HWarsa 31 qdf ol (oraed
g ST T FlehT Teh ITAT) & AT TR HIMERY herel HR T ag-w@or Ay 1
AT N 3R 38 WAT I aTell T A el

e No more can India just put our head down, mind its own economic business and
expect to grow. That template is now broken.

39 AR sheel YU TgehT IIAT ITTHF F1T &leh AR [qehre 1 37#1e w761 T Fehell | T8

oIl 379 €C Yohl &

The technocratic calculus of India’s welfare state

ith a billion Aadhaar enrollments,
w 1,206 schemes integrated into the

Direct Benefit Transfer system, and 36
grievance portals across States/Union Territories,
India’s welfare orientation is transitioning into a
technocratic calculus. The promise to deliver
social welfare at scale, bypassing leaky pipelines
and eliminating ghost beneficiaries, might have
led to a ‘re-casting’ that delivers ‘efficiency” and
‘coverage’ at the cost of ‘democratic norms’ and
‘political accountability’.

An offloading

Are we witnessing the emergence of a post-rights
based welfare regime? Is the Indian digital welfare
state headed towards a systemic impasse? What is
the technocratic calculus behind all this? Recent
game-theoretic work shows that technocratic rule
thrives where parties are polarised. Evidently,
our questions have changed. We have shifted
from “who deserves support and why?” to “how
do we minimise leakage and maximise
coverage?” Our politicians across party lines have
rationally offloaded hard-choices onto
data-driven algorithms without questioning the
complexities of constitutional values.

Contextualising Habermas’s ‘technocratic
consciousness” and Foucault’s ‘governmentality’,
India’s welfare architecture is increasingly shaped
by measurable, auditable, and depoliticised
rationality. Schemes such as E-SHRAM and PM
KISAN embody a uni-directional, innovation-led
logic that is streamlined, measurable, and
intolerant of ambiguity or error. Conversely, we
have deliberative calls for participatory planning
and local feedback embodying the long forgotten
core of democratic thinking resonating Giorgio
Agamben’s notion of homo sacer — a life stripped
of political agency.

Seemingly, welfare, in the contemporary
context, has ceased to exist as a site of democratic
deliberations. On a microscopic level, a
rights-bearing citizen has been replaced by the
auditable beneficiary. Thus, it calls for an urgent
need for the state to revisit (in a Rancierean
sense) whether it is curating who is visible, who

/5
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using
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can complain, and whose suffering is
computable. Despite claims of a ‘socialistic state’,
we observe a decade-low decline in India’s social
sector spending that has dwindled to 17% in
2024-25 from the 2014-24 average of 21%. Further,
there are some interesting observations beyond
plain statistics. Key social sector schemes have
borne the brunt of such decline where minorities,
labour, employment, nutrition and social security
welfare saw a significant decline from 11% (in the
pre-COVID-19 phase) to 3% (in post-COVID-19
phase).

Parallely, social commentators often comment
the Right to Information (RTI) regime to be in
‘existential crisis’ and further uncovering the
cloak on RTI exposes a critical issue within the
institution of dysfunctional information
commissions. As of June 30, 2024, the number of
pending cases crossed the four lakh tally across
29 Information Commission’s (ICs), and eight CIC
posts were vacant (annual report of CIC,
2023-24).

The Indian welfare regime must recover its
capacity for reflexivity and situated knowledge,
elements that are very peculiar to gram sabhas
and frontline bureaucratic discretions. To draw
Ranciére’s critique on democracy, we highlight
one major impending concern, that “democracy
depends on whose suffering is rendered visible
and contestable, not merely computable”. This
concern is further highlighted in Justice D.Y
Chandrachud’s Aadhaar dissent (2018), that
warned precisely against such
decontextualisation of identity which served as a
caution against reducing citizens to
disembedded, machinic data who are devoid of
care, context, or even constitutional assurance in
some cases.

Another instance of algorithmic insulation
Another worrisome trend is the Centralised
Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring
System’s flattening of the federal hierarchies into
ticket-tracking systems. Although it is a novel
initiative resolving tickets and routing complaints
across state agencies, empirical data show that

lakhs of grievances were disposed of between
2022-24. But on a closer examination it might just
be centralising the visibility but not the
responsibility — a form of algorithmic insulation
that renders political accountability increasingly
elusive.

These observations are not to dismiss the value
of such initiatives. Rather, they invite a deeper
conversation on how welfare governance can
evolve for a more resilient and responsive state.
The government should now think along the lines
of ‘democratic antifragility’ so that our systems
built on perfect data and flawless infrastructure
do not fail catastrophically under stress (consider
Taleb’s ‘hyper-integrated systems’).

We need to empower States to design
context-sensitive regimes where federalism and
welfare push for pluralism as a feature.
Institutionalising community-driven impact
audits (as reiterated by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty), by looping in
the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan and Gram
Panchayat Development Plans should be the core
target. All States must be made capable to build
platform cooperatives where self-help groups act
as intermediaries; functionally, lessons can be
learnt from Kerala’s Kudumbashree. Civil society
must be incentivised to invest in grass-roots
political education and legal aid clinics in order to
strengthen the community accountability
mechanisms. Lastly, it is time we strengthen and
codify our offline fall-back mechanisms, human
feedback safeguards, and statutory bias audits by
embedding the “right to explanation and appeal”
— as proposed by the UN Human Rights for digital
governance systems.

Focus on the citizen

We, as citizens of India, must realise that a
welfare state stripped of democratic deliberations
is a machine that works efficiently for everyone
except those it is meant to help. For a Viksit
Bharat we will have to reorient digitisation with
democratic and anti-fragile principles so that
citizens become partners in governance, and not
mere entries in a ledger.

The technocratic calculus of India’s welfare state

AR & FAITHRNT ST T dehsiehT ITOTT
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The technocratic calculus of India’s welfare state

R & FeAUTHRI ST Y dhsileh! I0TAT

o With a billion Aadhaar enrollments, 1,206 schemes integrated into the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) system, and 36 grievance portals across States/Union
Territories, India’s welfare orientation is transitioning into a technocratic calculus.

T 3T TR ATHIGST, 1,206 JISTAT31T HT IeF8T T 30T (DBT) JUTTelT # ThahoT,
3R T hen i ge=it 7 36 Rrerae di&e & A1, R HT HeAToT HHATHIT
dF=rehT 10T 7 gRafdd & wT &

e The promise to deliver social welfare at scale, bypassing leaky pipelines and
eliminating ghost beneficiaries, might have led to a ‘re-casting’ that delivers
efficiency and coverage at the cost of democratic norms and political
accountability.

2 YA I AT hedTUT YeTe alal T dier, aﬂﬂﬁrﬁaﬂﬁgﬁﬁ?m
ATHIIRIAY & gHATCT F+a gy, HHT: Teh “YeT: T 2T 30 of I1AT & ST G&TaT 3N Faver
oY ST 8, oifehet 3T 1A aerditaen ATl 3R STt STaragel H s S 8|

o Are we witnessing the emergence of a post-rights-based welfare regime? Is the
Indian digital welfare state headed towards a systemic impasse?

FIT &H TAFR-3MUTRT FEATT STTEYUT & 91§ F SN FI 38T 3T T8 £2 FI1 AR
f2foice FeduTy TS U YOTTEeTe IfaRer Sl 31T 9¢ (@7 827

o Recent game-theoretic work shows that technocratic rule thrives where parties are
polarised.

gTforaT AA-LANTEF 3reaas gara ¢ o deheiienr AT I8 Herdl-FeldT & STgl gall A
IHToT E1clT & |

e Our questions have shifted from “who deserves support and why?” to “how do we
minimise leakage and maximise coverage?”

EAR FaTel “HleT TS FT gFeR ¢ 3R 712"  deara] ‘g et #Y FA A Y 3R
Fa¥S H hd HOFaA P2 T ITE |

e Politicians across party lines have offloaded hard choices onto data-driven
algorithms without questioning the complexities of constitutional values.

Feft Sll o o1l HioeT foial H1 Ser-3menRea Temed ) TaRa a9 8, [§ar
T Heal A Afeeansit ) gard fFol
e Contextualising Habermas’s ‘technocratic consciousness’ and Foucault’s

‘governmentality’, India’s welfare architecture is increasingly shaped by
measurable, auditable, and depoliticised rationality.

T it ‘TFN Aaar 3R T Y ALY F eI H, R T FedToEwRT
TITT ol T A A3, 313 A9y 3R -wrer=ifas awefiear & 3R o W g
e Schemes such as E-SHRAM and PM-KISAN embody a uni-directional,

innovation-led logic that is streamlined, measurable, and intolerant of ambiguity
or error.

$-31 3R oA-fERATeT S AT THaT, ATR-ATHTR d@ I 381807 § i
FeAafeyd, A9 I AR 3regsedr a1 I & gfa srafesoy &
e Conversely, there are calls for participatory planning and local feedback,

resonating Giorgio Agamben’s notion of homo sacer — a life stripped of political
agency.
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HIFRT HT gAY T T YRUT & TATT Al WAl § — Teh VAT Si1de i AT sTadr
o gfad gl

Welfare, in the contemporary context, has ceased to exist as a site of democratic
deliberations.

TAATT TG H, FHed10T T Aldaiiae AT & Tl & & H AlGg o781 o

A rights-bearing citizen has been replaced by the auditable beneficiary.
HTUFR-FFT AR 1 33T A7 anemeff gary wfcreanfoa e 2 g

The state must revisit whether it is curating who is visible, who can complain, and
whose suffering is computable.

T Y g Iof: AT et 1w o6 g et rams &ar &, et Risprara w7 aohar 8,
3R fFa Fse Y 0T Y ST Fhddl § FF HE T T @8

Despite claims of a ‘socialistic state’, India’s social sector spending has declined
to 17% in 2024-25 from the 2014-24 average of 21%.

FATSATE A & STal o dTdofe, Xl T WATS 817 47 2014-24 & 3H9q 21% @

gl 2024-25 H 17% T8 AT &

Key social sector schemes — minorities, labour, employment, nutrition, and social
security welfare — saw a decline from 11% (pre-COVID-19) to 3% (post-COVID-19).

YA WEATTSF 8T ANSTATT — HeTHETh, HH, TSN, 0T 3R QAT geam —
11% (FFAS-q9) @ T 3% (FfAs-92aTa) BT IS |
The Right to Information (RTI) regime is in ‘existential crisis’ with over 4 lakh

pending cases across 29 Information Commissions as of June 30, 2024, and
eight CIC posts vacant.

AT T HAFR (RTI) cTaedT ‘HfEdeas1a ¥’ # ¢, 30 ST 2024 eh 29 F1T
AN 7 4 9 ¥ 31F Ffad A 31 3rs dnsH g Rea &

The welfare regime must recover reflexivity and situated knowledge, traits
common to gram sabhas and frontline bureaucratic discretion.

hoATUThRT egaET Fl Ffaadearefierar 3R Rufaera A g1 ured e =gy, St amw
FHTIHT 3 hearsa yemrafas fads & aA=T g
As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s Aadhaar dissent (2018) warned, reducing citizens

to disembedded, machinic data strips them of care, context, and even
constitutional assurance.

St fob s fet St.aTs. dggs F MUK AaeAfd (2018) & AT AT, AR I
o, IifF 31 & ST 30¢ S@siTe, Hest, 3R TgT d o aenfas mearma &
Y aRrT T ST &

Another instance of algorithmic insulation

TG AT segae &1 T 3T 3qmor

Another worrisome trend is the Centralised Public Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System'’s flattening of the federal hierarchies into ticket-tracking
systems.

T 3R Ridreere ggia § Fdiga ae R faror 3ix fFerre gomet & @
TeIFaAl &1 Reare-¢fder fves 1 sgo|
Although it is a novel initiative resolving tickets and routing complaints across state

agencies, empirical data show that lakhs of grievances were disposed of between
2022-24.
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Il Ig Usg T fAat & &g feaeT &1 FaATTe 3R RIsradr &1 ATl X $r v
oIS UGl &, Aifehel TSI 3H1ehs Tl & foh 2022-24 & e wr@T et &t ferdery
foram aram |

But on a closer examination it might just be centralising the visibility but not the
responsibility — a form of algorithmic insulation that renders political
accountability increasingly elusive.

AfeheT TGS U ST T I Faiel GIAAT HT FAIFOT 81 Hehll o, o [ Toreaigrly &1 —
TeARETAF G I Ueh &, il TAellicieh STaTaaer sl 3R 3778 AT =11 &t
gl

These observations are not to dismiss the value of such initiatives. Rather, they invite
a deeper conversation on how welfare governance can evolve for a more resilient
and responsive state.

g feoaforar Tt 9gelt & Hed A WIS e & [T o161 8| dfewh, d 36 W 96T ST
T MTHIUT ST & T FeAOTRRY ATHT Tah 3118 el 31K Iaer 7 & v Ha
fafad gl dhar g1

The government should now think along the lines of ‘democratic antifragility’ so
that our systems built on perfect data and flawless infrastructure do not fail
catastrophically under stress (consider Taleb’s ‘hyper-integrated systems’).

THN I AT ‘ANFditae Tenbfafadr & faar w argsr arfge arfes aqet ser 3ik
el srauaer . AT gAY e garg # faameeiy 98 v o gf (aee &
‘FTSUR-3¢RIes ATeH R TR #H)|

We need to empower States to design context-sensitive regimes where
federalism and welfare push for pluralism as a feature.

EH =T B TAFA HIAT 819N dlich d THIT-HAGAMT cTaeYTe fSI18A =X Teh, ST@T
#maﬂrmwagamaaﬁwﬁama;mﬁmél

Institutionalising community-driven impact audits (as reiterated by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty), by looping in the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan and Gram Panchayat Development Plans should be the core target.

FHEr-ARa werma 3ifEe (e & = e o wgFa e F Ay yfades cann
QBT 33T &) Y FEARTT FATAT, 3R 3T IS I Farer rfdaneT 3R a1y =g
T QsreTsit 1 A e Heg aeg gl Arg v

All States must be made capable to build platform cooperatives where self-help
groups act as intermediaries; functionally, lessons can be learnt from Kerala’s
Kudumbashree.

Tt TT T CATHIH FEhRY TTATAAT T H TeTH F1AT ST AR, STeT ¥
ETIAT WG ALIEY & &I H 1 A, HdlcHD &7 F, Il T Fgasll & Faeh A o
Hahd g

Civil society must be incentivised to invest in grass-roots political education and

legal aid clinics in order to strengthen the community accountability
mechanisms.

AR FATS T FTHIAT AT Y WsTelticrer FRAET IR fo¥:2[eF FTefelt Terar Felifarst 7
forder & & fow dieanfed farar s =nfee, arfes e sraredd &F &1 #siqd
fopar ST T |
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o Lastly, it is time we strengthen and codify our offline fall-back mechanisms, human
feedback safeguards, and statutory bias audits by embedding the “right to
explanation and appeal” — as proposed by the UN Human Rights for digital
governance systems.

3 #, 319 THI 37 IAT ¢ 76 §H IHBATST BicT-ad oo, ATTd Hrsda Fam, 3R
denfae vatare ST 1 Aoy 3R digdreey wY, fwe “sarean 3k srder #1
R anffer g — Star fos BfSee amwer yonfert & fov @3 Tsg AaiasR
CaNT &I fohdT 91T &

Focus on the citizen

ARTRE G €T Higd HaT

o We, as citizens of India, must realise that a welfare state stripped of democratic
deliberations is a machine that works efficiently for everyone except those it is
meant to help.

&H, IR & AR & & H, Tg THSTAT A8V b dlehdiiae [a#e & Ied '
FEATUTRRT AT Teh UV 7T & ST 37 wihelt bt oigent F3il & foIT erercrgdes s
FAT § TSThT Tg Ace I & foIT 9115 1S B

¢ For a Viksit Bharat we will have to reorient digitisation with democratic and anti-
fragile principles so that citizens become partners in governance, and not mere
entries in a ledger.

T ReRa s & fov g Bforeesor 1 §o: 3e7@ e gian, o dwaitas

3R vt fcyid &, difeh ARTRE amds # ARMER §1, o fh Had WoreeT &

yfafeean|

How is China extending its
policing network overseas?

What are the joint patrols under the 2017 China-Croatia Agreement on Police Cooperation for?

Saxena

The story so far:

n July 16, the Chinese Ministry
of Public Security (MPS)
announced that an
eight-member police team was

despatched to Croatia for a “joint patrol
mission.” This would be the sixth joint
patrol under the 2017 China-Croatia
Agreement on Police Cooperation.

What are these joint patrols for?
As the MPS itself highlighted, officers
from China and Croatia have formed
mixed patrol units to address “the safety
concerns of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”
The Chinese Ambassador to Croatia, Qi

i d that in 2024, 2,50,000 such
ia, up 41%
r patrol was
me last year, and they
operated in Croatian cities such as Z
Dubrovnik, Zadar etc. At the time, it was

said that the patrols were to address the
“safety-related concerns” of not just
Chinese tourists, but also Chinese citizens
and overseas Chinese people in Croatia.

‘What about other European nations?
The Croatian project is not a one-off
endeavour of the Chinese state. Under its
2014 Operation, ‘Fox Hunt', and the
subsequent 2015 umbrella project ‘Sky
Net’, the part ite has developed
extensive polici d surveillance
networks both within and beyond China.
As part of *Sky Net’, joint police patrolling
initiatives have been launched with
Serbia, Italy and Hungary. Three
month-long patrols have already been
conducted in Serbia in 2019, 2023, and
2024. In Hungary, the Qingtian County
Public Security Bureau has gone as far as
creating ‘police service centres' in the
country. Concerns surrounding the
creation of Chinese ‘service centres’ led
Italy to suspend joint police patrols.

How is China extending
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‘What is China aiming for?

The freedom accorded to Chinese police
mobility in countries abroad has shown
two things — first, that there is potential
for officers to arrest Chinese dissidents
abroad, and second, that their unchecked
operations can lead to the establishment
of police stations across the world.

It was discovered in 2023 that
operated two stations in the cities
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the
Netherlands. The-then Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson said that these
* were merely venues to

VeTS nese nationals to renew
their driving licences and receive physical
check-ups for that purpose. Around the
same time, another media investigation
said that the Chinese police service centre
contacted a Chinese Dutch citizen who
questioned Beijing's version of the 2020
Galwan Valley clashes with India. If true,
there has been an obvious effort by covert
Chinese operatives to target dissidents.

In April 2023, the FBI arrested two
operatives from a similar ‘service centre”
affiliated with the MPS in Manhattan’s
Chinatown in the U.S. The Justice
Department charged them with
conspiracy to act as agents of the PRC
government, and obstruction of justice
for destroying evidence of their
communications with an MPS official.

How are countries dealing with this?
The crackdown on covert operations of
the MPS abroad seems to directly
correlate with a particular nation’s
contemporary relations with China. In the
U.S., Chinese espionage has been a topic
of grave concern for a while. But as access
to Chinese tourists, academics and
officials visiting the U.S. has become
restricted amid trade related tensions, the
discovery of such covert operations has
led U.S. authorities to take public action.

But in places like Mongolia, Serbia and
Croatia, the policing programme, so far,
has yielded no public investigations.
These nations boast of enhancing
economic and security ties with China. As
long as ties with g focus on resolving
economic tensions and technological
disputes, the issue of transnational
repression is likely to take a back seat —
unless the degree of surveillance rises to
the level that it harms national and/ or
European security.

Anushka Saxena is with The Takshashila
Institution.
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Officers from China and Croatia
have formed mixed patrol units
o address “the safety concerns
of Chinese tourists in Croatia.”

v

It was discovered in 2023 that
China operated two ‘service
stations’ in the cities of
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in
the Netherlands.

-

In April 2023, the FBI arrested
two operatives from a similar
‘service centre’ affiliated with
the MPS in Manhattan's
Chinatown in the U.S.

its policing network overseas?
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China-Croatia Joint Police Patrols
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On July 16, the Chinese Ministry of Public Security (MPS) announced that an
eight-member police team was despatched to Croatia for a “joint patrol mission.”
This would be the sixth joint patrol under the 2017 China-Croatia Agreement on
Police Cooperation.

16 STg I el Wi &I HATET (MPS) 1 ENVOTT Y o6 376 Fer AT gfaw g
Y SITRIAT H “HYeFcl I TR o Torw o1 arm| Ig 2017 ev-wrefrar gfaw wgahr
FAFAI & TEd TS WYF e g9l

What are these joint patrols for?

¥ ggFa med frafae §2

As the MPS highlighted, officers from China and Croatia have formed mixed patrol
units to address “safety concerns of Chinese tourists in Croatia”.

MPS & 3778, et AR HIeRar & 3Rt o “wroflrar 7 Ret gdest fr geam
Ria3i” &1 ¥ e & fore fAfAa arech g s=me €

The Chinese Ambassador to Croatia, Qi Qianjin, said that in 2024, 2,50,000 such
tourists visited Croatia, up 41% year-on-year.

el 7 el Tered, F Aot 1 @er fh 2024 # 2,50,000 TH e HIURIET
AT, S HTel-EI-HATel 41% I e g
A similar patrol was launched the same time last year, operating in cities such as

Zagreb, Dubrovnik, Zadar, etc. It was meant for safety-related concerns of not
just tourists but also Chinese citizens and overseas Chinese people in Croatia.

S TAY oo ¥ oY A IR Y& g3 M, S A1, SeRiafereh, e nfe; et 7 el
SHHI 3652 Sha ol TAChT 81 w161 dfeeh dtelt ATTRET 3 yard eft et v geam waef
fRranat s Jefere sde |

What about other European nations?

3 U et F = Rufa 32

The Croatian project is not a one-off. Under 2014 Operation ‘Fox Hunt’ and 2015
umbrella project ‘Sky Net’, China has developed extensive policing and
surveillance networks within and beyond China.

PIUTRIAT RIS IS THATT UgoT AT &1 2014 HTILT “BIFH g’ 3T 2015 Y e
AT FAISTAT & g el o T IR 3R a6 a9 AT 3R e deas
faefad fru g

Under ‘Sky Net’, joint patrols have been launched with Serbia, Italy, and Hungary.
Three month-long patrols were conducted in Serbia in 2019, 2023, and 2024.

TS AT’ o g AT, FToll A I & Wy FYerdT a1 Y& T 15| 2019, 2023 3R
2024 # Gfear # i A Y e Fr 73|

In Hungary, the Qingtian County Public Security Bureau has even created ‘police
service centres’. Concerns over such centres led Italy to suspend joint police
patrols.

gt &, Rrarforaer #5138 aftas R g0 & Tei a6 & gferw dar 7 = )
U el I oot RT3 & ot geell o TgFa gfaw ared Y faefaa T fea|
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What is China aiming for?

et FT 38T FATR?

The freedom given to Chinese police mobility abroad shows potential for arresting
Chinese dissidents abroad and establishing police stations worldwide.

faeeit # =l gfora =1 & a1$ Faeaar T aeiicl § o fader # el srweeer i frardt
3R g o oF gferT weere TR e 1 Heaa 8|
In 2023, it was found that China operated two stations in Amsterdam and

Rotterdam in the Netherlands. China claimed these were only to help overseas
Chinese nationals renew driving licences and get check-ups.

2023 F 9T el foh et of sfieelgd & ToresH 31T WedA & &Y weua Farford fhu|
T o grar forar o 3 haer et His ameriet Fr ssfaer asda Adeieor 3k
TATELY ST H A, o folw |

Around the same time, media reported that a Chinese police service centre
contacted a Chinese Dutch citizen who questioned Beijing’s version of the 2020
Galwan Valley clashes.

S8 @AY, ATSAT = I fob veh el gforw Qa1 g & v Deft-397 A0RE @ Fueh
o foraeT 2020 Irerarst €1 Ty 9T AfS9T & FERIOT IR Tl ST AT|

In April 2023, the FBI arrested two operatives from a similar service centre in
Manhattan’s Chinatown in the U.S., charging them with acting as agents of the
PRC and obstruction of justice.

3rdter 2023 #, FBI o 3R & Ageest & AIBAIEI3 H U AT Hal ohg I &
AR I FTRFAR fFaT, 357 W PRC & Taie & T H F1F FIA 31 =17 7 arem
BTelet T R ST

How are countries dealing with this?

U W ATHS T FA e @ &2

Crackdowns on MPS covert operations abroad often depend on the state of
relations with China.

facelt 7 MPS & area aifafafert ox st 3’ et & ary wewt A Fufa o1 fk
gl

In the U.S., Chinese espionage is a serious concern. Trade tensions and restricted
access to Chinese visitors have prompted public action against covert operations.

IARHT 1 efy STRGE Teh 78R AT & | AR et 3R et 3maiient 1 DA age
o o ITafafert & e wrdefas Frarg w9k fHar gl
In places like Mongolia, Serbia, and Croatia, no public investigations have been

reported, as these nations seek to enhance economic and security ties with
China.

Fanfora, afdar iR wreRIam S wuTel 7 1 ATt S =181 g3 &, Fif I &
At & w1y 3T 3 gRaT eyt FY Fore H FIRA I

As long as ties focus on economic and technological cooperation, transnational
repression will remain a secondary issue — unless surveillance becomes a national
or European security threat.

TG — ST ofeh Toh AR Isgiar A1 T GRat @edr o o« S|
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Necropolitics: who is allowed
to live and who may die

Necropolitics is a theory that examines how modern nation states determine whose lives are disposable and

may be sacrificed in the name of security, threat, or political control

Reébecca Ros{’VéFgﬁcsc

ave you ever noticed how an

airstrike in Mumbai triggers

national outrage, but a similar

attack in Kashmir rarely
breaks through the noise? We're so
accustomed to hearing about violence
there that it barely feels like news. It’s as if
deaths in these regions are already
anticipated and normalised. These aren’t
just accidents of geography. They are
symptoms of a deeper system, a politics
that decides whose lives are worth
grieving and whose deaths are simply
part of the landscape.

Necropolitics is the use of political
power to determine who is allowed to live
and who can be made to die. It describes
how states and institutions manage death
by exposing certain populations, such as
refugees, the poor, or racialised
communities, to violence, abandonment,
or structural neglect.

Coined by Cameroonian historian
Achille Mbembe in a 2003 essay and later
expanded in his book Necropolitics (2019),
the concept builds on Michel Foucault’s
notion of biopolitics but shifts the focus.
While biopolitics is concerned with
managing life and populations,
necropolitics interrogates the power to let
people die, deciding who is disposable,
who may be sacrificed, and whose
suffering is structurally ignored.

Biopolitics versus necropolitics
Foucault traces how the organisation of
power changed over time: from sovereign
power, where rulers exercised authority
through public spectacles of death, to
disciplinary power, which works through
institutions like schools and prisons to
train individuals using surveillance and
routine. This evolved into biopower — the
control of entire populations through the
optimisation of life via vaccination,
sanitation, census-taking, and
reproductive governance. Biopower
appears progressive, but as Foucault
warned, it carries within it the power to
“make live and let die.”

Mbembe takes this further. He asks: if
biopolitics is truly about preserving life,
why are so many still dying? Why are
certain lives treated as expendable?
Biopolitics tells only half the story. The
other half is necropolitics, the deliberate
exposure of certain populations to death,
not by accident but by design. While
biopolitics governs life, necropolitics
governs death. It does not merely ignore
suffering; it produces it with calculated
precision. Necropolitics is not about
letting people die, but about making them
die.

Unlike sovereign power, necropolitics
does not rely on the will of a single ruler.
It operates through policies, institutions,
and global indifference that erases the
value of some lives. These lives are
stripped of dignity, reduced to statistics,
and rendered disposable. This logic,
Mbembe argues, has deep colonial roots.
Consider the Bengal famine of 1943.
Millions died not due to a lack of food, but
because British colonial policies
prioritised imperial interests over Indian
lives. Death was systemic, not accidental.
People were treated as tools for the
empire, valued only in relation to others’
survival.

In necropolitical systems, people are

Sanctioned death: A man who was shot while seeking food aid at an Israeli and U.S.-backed
distribution point, is carried on a motorcycle in the central Gaza Strip on July 27. AP

not killed through spectacle but through
slow, structural abandonment. Death is
normalised and bodies become data. The
people, whether in borders, refugee
camps, or detention centres, are
managed, contained, and forgotten. For
instance, during the HIV/AIDS crisis of the
1980s and "90s, queer people, especially
Black, brown, trans, and working-class
individuals, were abandoned by
healthcare systems and denied dignity. As
scholars like Judith Butler and Jasbir Puar
note, only queer lives made respectable
through whiteness or middle-class
identity were grieved.

Puar calls this queer necropolitics,
where some queer lives are protected
while others are left to die.

Characteristics of necropolitics
Necropolitics operates through several
defining features that together create a
system where certain lives are
systematically devalued. First, state terror

suppresses dissent through surveillance,
violence, imprisonment, or elimination,
even within democracies. Second, states
collaborate with private militias or
criminal groups, blurring the line
between state and non-state violence.
Third, enmity becomes a governing
principle, making the right to kill a
measure of authority. Fourth, war and
terror become self-sustaining economies,
fuelling global surveillance and arms
markets. Fifth, active predation of certain
social groups displaces entire
communities, as seen in resource
extraction projects. Sixth, death is
administered in varied forms like torture,
drone strikes, starvation, and
disappearance. Finally, these acts are
morally justified through ideologies like
nationalism, religion, or utilitarianism.

Creating a state of exception
Necropolitics is sustained not only
through violence but through the

systematic invention of enemies. Modern
states are driven by the desire for an
enemy onto whom fear and blame can be
projected. This enemy need not be real —
the fantasy alone justifies surveillance,
exclusion, and elimination. In neoliberal
regimes, the threat turns inward,
prompting expanded policing and
emergency laws that target not just the
accused but also those who resemble
them.

Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben
calls this condition the state of exception,
when the law suspends itself in the name
of preserving itself. Mbembe expands this
to show how, for many populations, the
exception is not temporary but
permanent.

In such spaces, legality becomes
hollow and rights are applied selectively.
What governs is not justice but logistics,
such as who gets care, who receives
compensation, who can cross a border,
and who is punished for trying. These
decisions may seem administrative, but
they are deeply necropolitical, revealing
how life and death are unequally
distributed.

The living dead

Mbembe also introduces a haunting
concept within necropolitical thought —
the living dead: people who are not killed
outright but are forced to live in
conditions so degraded, unstable, and
violent that life becomes a slow,
continuous dying. These are individuals
and communities who may remain
biologically alive but are stripped of
political, social, and moral recognition.

We saw this during India’s COVID-19
lockdown, when migrant workers were
left to walk for days without food, shelter,
or transport. Many collapsed and died on
highways or railway tracks, not from the
virus, but from state neglect. Their deaths
were quietly processed and
bureaucratically explained and largely
unmourned.

Mbembe calls these zones death
worlds - spaces where populations are
exposed to abandonment or sudden
violence. Drawing from Agamben’s “state
of exception,” Mbembe shows how these
spaces operate outside the usual rule of
law. Here, death is not a breakdown of
governance but its very method.

Gaza is one of the starkest examples.
After the Hamas attack on October 7,
2023, Israeli strikes flattened hospitals,
aid centres, and homes. Even the deaths
of children were dismissed as collateral
damage. The silence that followed reveals
necropolitics at its clearest: some deaths
are not just permitted but framed as
necessary for political strategy and
national security.

In everyday life

Necropolitics does not always come with
bombs or guns. More often, it takes the
form of law, policy, and bureaucracy —
sterilisation drives targeting Dalit and
Adivasi women, police databases that
profile Muslim names or Black people,
drone strikes that label civilians as
“targets,” or detention centres where
children sleep on cold floors. These are
not failures of a protective system, but
features of one designed to discard.

It also exists in silence — in the world,
including states and global institutions —
looking away as thousands of civilians,
including women and children, are killed
in places like Gaza, while the rest of us
carry on with our daily lives.
Necropolitics is not confined to war
zones. It thrives in the slow violence of
poverty, caste, racism, and displacement.

So, if power today functions through
abandonment and death, what does
resistance look like? The goal must not
simply be to survive, but to live lives that
are recognised, valued, and grieved.

Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
Jjournalist.

Necropolitics: who is allowed to live and who may die
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Necropolitics is a theory that examines how modern nation states
determine whose lives are disposable and may be sacrificed in the name
of security, threat, or political control.

AN eFd TF Reuia ¢ it 78 siaar ¢ & smyfas Tt 98 Fq T
A ¢ T et ANt &1 Saer camr A @ 3 e e, @, a1 aaelfas
forreror & e oX afdre fhar s e )

Necropolitics

APITafeFT

Have you ever noticed how an airstrike in Mumbai triggers national outrage, but a
similar attack in Kashmir rarely breaks through the noise? We’re so accustomed to
hearing about violence there that it barely feels like news.

T 3T el MR TR & Toh Ha$ 3 gaTs g7 @ TSI JTehier thel STTell &, SHfehet
FRAR F 5 A FT g TG & FRAAT 7 31T §72 §H g7 B AT & 7T Iy gy v

¢ o g e & We’ 9Tl B

It's as if deaths in these regions are already anticipated and normalised. These aren’t
just accidents of geography. They are symptoms of a deeper system — a politics that
decides whose lives are worth grieving and whose deaths are simply part of the
landscape.

QT STl § o 37 a1t 3 Al vger § € 30 iR weEd g s 1 3 R
sftaToren ST LT §1 A Ue 16X FAECH o ofafor § — U Toieiiiel off a3 el & foh
Tehet STarsil ohT 2MTeh FeATeAT § 3R Tohet Al T a7 IRGRT T REHT AT AT B

Necropolitics is the use of political power to determine who is allowed to live and
who can be made to die. It describes how states and institutions manage death by
exposing certain populations — such as refugees, the poor, or racialised
communities — to violence, abandonment, or structural neglect.

ARIITATCFH JsTeilicieh ATl ST IUTNT § TG AT el b ToIT o Tohd Sfet T 31e7ATT
¢ 3R fohdl F T AT 12T ST HeheTT &1 T8 ST ¢ foh T 3R EEATT 8 Al &
eI Yl &, e JTMETET — SH RO, IR, AT T eiighed Hefery — i f,
IR, AT EIAATCHS SUETT o TATHA ATl |

Coined by Cameroonian historian Achille Mbembe in a 2003 essay and expanded
in his book Necropolitics (2019), the concept builds on Michel Foucault’s notion of
biopolitics but shifts the focus.

58 Fawfaars sfagraer 3fRe 7w & 2003 & v fAeer # arer 3R 310=h gEah
Necropolitics (2019) # fa¥dR f&T| TE JTURCT A G S araaifa ey
RO O 3T & ifhet SHeT Shg, Scol &l B

Biopolitics versus Necropolitics

TANTARFH TH AF T

While biopolitics is concerned with managing life and populations, necropolitics
interrogates the power to let people die — deciding who is disposable, who may be
sacrificed, and whose suffering is structurally ignored.

STET ST e ol oY SiasT 3R ETET & UaeleT A §, TET Ashiaifaiedd Jg Siddr
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& o Sl o 7T a1 1 AfFd fohash ara § — i SR &, fondy afeieTe fonar S dehar
g, 3 fraesh Fve Hf IATCHS T & 379¢TT fhaT Srar gl

Foucault traces power’s shift — from sovereign power (rulers’ public spectacles of
death) to disciplinary power (institutions training individuals via surveillance and
routine), to biopower (optimising populations’ life via vaccination, sanitation, census,
reproductive governance).

Gl & ATl oh IRECTeT ohT TelT ST — WISl AfFeT (Araeht & Aidstiareh Hog
YE ) ¥ HAHATHS ATF (HEUTT ST fodaredr 3R fereral & safereral st giifard
FA §) 3R R Tr91ER (S1h1ehvT, TaTadT, STTIT0TeT, Tolelel ATH & ATETH o

HTEIEY & SHTdeT T 3fe]holdT) |

Biopower appears progressive but, as Foucault warned, it also has the power to
“‘make live and let die.”

RATER FaTfcreiier SRl &, eifehet SHAT foh Gehl o T, S6a “Sifdd 1@e 3R 7L
o T afga e g

Mbembe asks: if biopolitics is about preserving life, why are so many still dying? Why
are certain lives treated as expendable? Necropolitics shows this other half — the
deliberate exposure of certain populations to death, not by accident but by design.

HIF IBd & IS Iiffead Siael sl Il e & aR 3 §, o Sclel ol 3797 8
T FX Tg &7 FT $© Sfaeil T expendable HTAT SITAT §72 AshIAITATCHF Tg GAT 6]
fereh & — Fo ranfeat o #iq & garel e, o b ghearasr afed st & dgd|
Necropolitics is not about letting people die, but about making them die.
SAPITITATCHFH Il hl AL Gel & IR H 78] &, Sfoeh 3vg AL T AAGT FA & I H
gl

Unlike sovereign power, necropolitics operates through policies, institutions, and
global indifference that erase the value of some lives, reducing them to statistics.

e afFa & fAd, Apifaiesd dfaal, Tt AR IRTH Ieriaar & areas
U HTH AN ¢ S $© Siidel &l Hed e S 8, 3¢ 3MichsT H Feo &l 8

This logic has colonial roots — e.g., Bengal famine of 1943, where millions died
due to British colonial policies prioritising imperial interests over Indian lives.

g o AtafaAaf¥ies Ist I 3mar § — S 1943 &7 F91Ter T 7HTel, TSI @l oAleT
fafeer situfaafRie Sifawt & FRoT AY, Tiegier IRART SiasT & A8 FrATedsd gdr o
AT AT Y|

In necropolitical systems, death comes through structural abandonment, not public
spectacle — bodies become data.

APt feho RTeH H AT SXTaATcA® IR & ATEIH T 31T &, o T rdaifae

T & — R ST 9 I B

Example: HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1980s—90s — queer people, especially Black,
brown, trans, working-class, abandoned by healthcare systems; only
white/middle-class queer lives were publicly grieved.

3CTEIUT: 1980-90 & g2 T HIV/AIDS e — queer AT, fadvaw Fdt, oX, T,

.
LIRS

H#fAF T, e Tareey yonfordt & o1 e, Fad W@d/Aeaadiia queer sfiae 1
Frasi{aeh T T ek HATIT 73T

Scholar Jasbir Puar calls this queer necropolitics, where some queer lives are
protected while others are left to die.
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Characteristics of necropolitics

AFITaTeFa I fvan

Necropolitics operates through several defining features that together create a
system where certain lives are systematically devalued.

APTTeTFd s TRATAT RATATT F ATEIT F 1 AT § S AT vah 0qr av

oelTcl 8 STEl o Siidel Sl JOITETd §9 & F3 Hged a1 STl ¢ |
First, state terror suppresses dissent through surveillance, violence,
imprisonment, or elimination, even within democracies.

UgelT, TT 3T AT Y IR, BT, e, 7 Seaeret & ATETH Y &adT &, Tl
ae for Al o fiax ot

Second, states collaborate with private militias or criminal groups, blurring the line
between state and non-state violence.

o, Ty st fAfafRrar ar srauret weqet & @y Fgder i 8, fored T 3R 3R-
TS T & o &y YT el gt Sl |

Third, enmity becomes a governing principle, making the right to kill a measure of
authority.

IYERT, AT AT T Teh FASHTT & STl 8, T ad AR T HFOFR HTAFR T Th

HATYES §1 AT & |

Fourth, war and terror become self-sustaining economies, fuelling global
surveillance and arms markets.

=tarr, Feer 3 e Fa-faate srdeaavan? o+ S 8, St dftas farmeh 3k s
SISTRI T Jerar & &

Fifth, active predation of certain social groups displaces entire communities, as
seen in resource extraction projects.

dieral, Ho HHTTSIh THE! 1 i AR g aeert &1 faeunfid w8, star fe
T ARl aRASEt 7 cur = gl

Sixth, death is administered in varied forms like torture, drone strikes, starvation,
and disappearance.

o, HcG I ATAAT, 31T gH, @AY, AR TRIT I 3T SIE fATSeet &t & g fevar
ST & |

Finally, these acts are morally justified through ideologies like nationalism, religion,
or utilitarianism.

3idd:, 31 HIAT I TSEATE, ¥H, 1 3TAIAATarg ST TAARURIAT & ATEIH I Afcdsd &

o 3T s AaT g

Creating a state of exception

3raTeRor feufa &1 fA#tor

Necropolitics is sustained not only through violence but through the systematic
invention of enemies.
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ATl d shael fEAT o ATETH A €1 e Siosh A3 o TG AT & AIH

off FrRIA TEar gl

Modern states are driven by the desire for an enemy onto whom fear and blame can
be projected.

3 fereh T Teh A T o7 & YR gl © Told I 1 3N &I STeT ST Heh|

This enemy need not be real — the fantasy alone justifies surveillance, exclusion,
and elimination.

Ig A7 AT GIeTT TR TGl § — haol FETaAT o1 TTIRTeAT, qFFSHR, IR Feoeler
I 3 g Bl

In neoliberal regimes, the threat turns inward, prompting expanded policing and
emergency laws that target not just the accused but also those who resemble them.

TISGRATAY ATHT H, TeRT HIcR T 3R Hsa ¢, orad faeaia gfafder 3k
HTITAFTSNT HIeTeT oI 81 & il Shdel ITRITYAT T &Y AL dleeh 3eTeh HHATT G aTell
1 Y Qe ST §

Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben calls this condition the state of exception,
when the law suspends itself in the name of preserving itself.

gaTordl areifaren foralfora srameaer s& FEufa &1 sramemor fRufa #ed §, 519 Fegr
TIY F TG FI & 7H R Gg Y Acifad T Gl 8

Mbembe expands this to show how, for many populations, the exception is not
temporary but permanent.

FIFS 38 FAEaR O 9ara € o 3 Sierdean gl & fov ag sramaror fufa srearh
Tel Sfesh T g

In such spaces, legality becomes hollow and rights are applied selectively.

U T H, Jerar Tieell 81 Sl & AR 3w R gisier &9 & e e 2

What governs is not justice but logistics, such as who gets care, who receives
compensation, who can cross a border, and who is punished for trying.

ATH H 7T g1 ST ANATECHH HIH AT 8, S8 fordt aw@aTer fAerc §, fhay
FIATASAT FACIAT 8, led HIAT IR F FehcT §, AR JI1H el W A &fsd fohar s g

These decisions may seem administrative, but they are deeply necropolitical,
revealing how life and death are unequally distributed.

I AT g o9 b &, difhe I TS T ARITATeHd 8ld g, oIt gl &
St 3R {Y 31TAH &7 F fadid &1

The living dead
shfaa 7

Mbembe also introduces a concept within necropolitical thought — the living dead:
people who are not killed outright but are forced to live in conditions so degraded,
unstable, and violent that life becomes a slow, continuous dying.

HAFS o Fshrdifelicshol e # Teh aEROT Uer 1 — Shfad o ¢ @ir foiee @y
TET ART SATAT fhed 3o SdaiY 3THTATAP, 3R 3R Bas aRfeufaa & s & e
AT TR S § o Sitaet ves e, faaw 7eg &t SIrar g

These are individuals and communities who may remain biologically alive but are
stripped of political, social, and moral recognition.
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4 0F i 3R FHEE B § S Sifas w0 @ Shifaa 1§ Fehdl © Aot 3078 Tarehifas,
o, 3R Afas A=ar i o S g

We saw this during India’s COVID-19 lockdown, when migrant workers were left
to walk for days without food, shelter, or transport.

gHT 30 HRA & COVID-19 W33 & AT SET, ST YardT SifAe! 1 e, 3T,
7 qagT & 91 F3 AT d& To=t & foT o e am=m|

Many collapsed and died on highways or railway tracks, not from the virus, but
from state neglect.

g olI9T g AT Tord TeRAT W FTRER 7T 31T, IR T 78T dfeh T HT 3U&TT |

Their deaths were quietly processed and bureaucratically explained and largely
unmourned.

SeTeht Al T AT gof ThaT 12T, HAlRTMTET chish & HHSIT a7 3R Jferehiery: foar
e FATT oI eI =)

Mbembe calls these zones death worlds — spaces where populations are exposed
to abandonment or sudden violence.

HAFS 37 &A1 T HeT HAR Foc! & — VU TN ST61 SITHEAT I T AT JraTeTah e
& T 3SR fo~aT ST 81

Drawing from Agamben’s “state of exception”, Mbembe shows how these spaces
operate outside the usual rule of law.

IATFRT T “IrATeRoT AT & RO A U, AIF fewra § 6 F FTe WA FefT

STGEYT & 8T HTH A 8

Here, death is not a breakdown of governance but its very method.

TET, {cg AT & FAwer g1t &1 781 afeeh 38 adid 1 REar gl

Gaza is one of the starkest examples. After the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023,
Israeli strikes flattened hospitals, aid centres, and homes.

ITSAT SHF FI TISC IGTERVTN H T §| 7 IHFCaR 2023 & AT §AA & 91G, FAUSAT
AT o ETdTAl, HEIAAT Hgl, 3T ;Y i 75 FT |

Even the deaths of children were dismissed as collateral damage.
TgI ofeh o a1 Hidl 1 ol 3o R &tfer & & H Wit i fem ara |

The silence that followed reveals necropolitics at its clearest: some deaths are not
just permitted but framed as necessary for political strategy and national
security.

S8 d1G 37TS YUl o AT hl T TISC & H ISR FohdT: F Hiel dhael
3re7Afer uTee &1 AT il Sfesh 37 Tt WTeiifar 3R ISERr Y& & faw smaeas
& & H GEJd T ST g

In everyday life
i e &

Necropolitics does not always come with bombs or guns.

APIUITATCHE GART TH AT dgah o /Y g1 77T

More often, it takes the form of law, policy, and bureaucracy — sterilisation drives
targeting Dalit and Adivasi women, police databases that profile Muslim names or

Black people, drone strikes that label civilians as “targets,” or detention centres
where children sleep on cold floors.
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IR, g Fiofet, e, 3R AFTAEY T T AT & — FqET AT i gfda 3R
anfearedt Afanat 1 e gara 8, gford Sered St et At ar e i
WBISe Tl &, BNT §HA i) AT bl “oTeT” Tl &, AT TASIEdr g STgl Teor G4t Hey
WA &

e These are not failures of a protective system, but features of one designed to
discard.

2 T G&TT JOTTe & fAwerdrd g1, afedh 38 SR & forw J71s 715 faervand § |
e It also exists in silence — in the world, including states and global institutions —

looking away as thousands of civilians, including women and children, are killed in
places like Gaza, while the rest of us carry on with our daily lives.

Ig ot # ot Hispe & — gfean &, e T 3R aRas dvume anfie § — Sie gaiRt
AR, TSeTe AT 3R a=2 fAe &, e S T F AR Sa €, 3R g arhr
T 319 &k ShaeT & ot |

o Necropolitics is not confined to war zones. It thrives in the slow violence of
poverty, caste, racism, and displacement.

SASPIITTeI e shael e &1l deh WA 71 &1 Tg I, QY FFerare, 3R fFwmaer
s eftelt fFaT A ot werdar g

e So, if power today functions through abandonment and death, what does
resistance look like?

oY, afe 3ot T AT 3N HeF & ATCTH { HIH HCH ¢, o e HaAr fewar g2

e The goal must not simply be to survive, but to live lives that are recognised,
valued, and grieved.

& hadl SIfad IGT 761 81T A1RT, Sfodh TH Sae ST BT ARV TSieg AT,
Hqea 3R A T S|

Bangladesh High Court Decision and Student Protests
JiTaneer greaie &1 v 3t o A g

e This decision by the Bangladesh high court triggered the students’ protests that led
to the fall of the government.

T AT BTShIC & 39 AT & BmEY & e &I o# fear, 9| 3iad: ¥R AR T$)
o Ans: Reinstating 30% reservation for descendants of freedom fighters

3R FIATAT eArteral & et & foIT 30% AT T gefaigroll

Student Protest Banner

BT g@RT FEAATe 3T aram R dow
e The banner under which students were protesting.

Ig SR for e dgd o fay T |

e Ans: Students Against Discrimination
I Students Against Discrimination
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Derogatory Term for Collaborators in 1971 War
1971 & Jeur & FeA At & fAT sraTererea e

e The derogatory word used to denote people who helped Pakistani troops during the

Liberation War in 1971.
1971 & AIFT FAH & SR1=T IIfhEAT Fa1 BT Hee I arelt & foIv GgeFd

L LLIGEGE R
e Ans: Razakars

A WMFR

Muhammad Yunus’ Organization and Concept
HEFAC oW T WIS AR M Jrqemon

9

 Name the organisation and economic instrument it was based on set up by
Muhammad Yunus.

HEFAG oW CaRT T Hetoot 3R fora anfde Rguia w Ig smenia o, 3@
olH 94157

e Ans: Grameen Bank; Microfinance

3 ATHIT dF; ATZHBEAT

Trial of Sheikh Hasina
G gHIAT I HHGHT

« Name the court in Bangladesh that began the trial of Ms. Hasina over crimes
against humanity.

AT & fRETE IR Sl ol A FHAT T FHSHT Y& el aTell qFaraer Hr

ATl d ol ATH ddsT |
« Ans: International Crimes Tribunal

3R IARTSEIT 3IRTY AT HOT

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Residence

AW FAET AT HT fAary TU1=T

e Visual: This building was razed by a mob on February 6. Name the person who
used to reside here.

G?F: Ig T 6 HIal 1 3 qaRT EaFa Y T&T 12T AT| TATST gT et W U
e Ans: 32, Dhanmondi; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
3T 32, UTAHSY, AF HAGT GATT
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“U.S. trade deficit with
nine countries higher
than that of India’

The only two countries with which the US. has higher deficits than India

and also levies a higher import tariff are China (30%) and Canada (35%)

Tariff dynamics

The U.5. has higher trade deficits with nine countries than with India, but levies higher tariffs on just two

354 ® Canada
£
€30- China @ B
o
E India Iexico
5251 @ o
= S
5 South hor'e.q Viefnam
5 20 1 ® laiwan @
= Japan

Ireland
154 —(®& (@ Goermany
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1.5, trade deficit (5 billion)

Source: Rubix Data Sciences

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he U.S. has levied
T the third-highest

tariff on India
among the top 10 countries
with which it has the high-
est trade deficits, an analy-
sis has revealed. In other
words, while the U.S. has a
higher trade deficit with
nine other countries than
with India, it has levied
higher tariffs on just two —
China and Canada.

This comes against the
backdrop of the Ministry of
External Affairs saying that
Mr. Trump’s targeting of
India is “unjustified and
unreasonable”.

An analysis by Rubix Da-
ta Sciences, a risk manage-
ment and monitoring com-
pany, shows that the U.S.
had a $49.5 billion trade
deficit with India in 2024,
the 10th highest among all
its trading partners. Ho-

wever, the U.S. has levied a
tariff of 25% “plus penal-
ties” on imports from In-
dia, the third-highest
among these countries.

For example, the U.S.
had a trade deficit of $175.9
billion with Mexico in 2024
— 3.5 times that with India
— but has levied the same
25% tariff on that country.

Similarly, the U.S. had
higher trade deficits with
Vietnam ($129.4 billion),
Germany ($87.9 billion),
Ireland ($87.2 billion), Tai-
wan ($76.4 billion), Japan
($72.3 billion), and South
Korea ($69.9 billion) than
with India, but levies lower
tariffs on those countries
than it does on India.

The only two countries
with which the U.S. has
higher deficits than with
India and also levies a high-
er import tariff are China
(30%) and Canada (35%).

On India’s purchase of
oil from Russia, Mr. Trump

on Monday said that “they
(India) don’t care how ma-
ny people in Ukraine are
being killed by the Russian
war machine”.

However, data from the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air,
which regularly tracks Rus-
sia’s energy exports, show
that the EU was the largest
buyer of Russian liquified
natural gas (LNG), account-
ing for 51% of Russia’s ex-
ports of these products
between December 2022
and June 2025, followed by
China (21%) and Japan
(18%). Even when it comes
to pipeline gas, the EU was
the largest buyer of Rus-
sian gas, purchasing 37% of
Russia’s exports, followed
by China (30%) and Turki-
ve (27%).

China bought 47% of
Russia’s crude exports dur-
ing this period, followed by
India (38%), the EU (6%),
and Turkiye (6%).

U.S. trade deficit with
nine countries higher
than that of India

AR ¥ 38 =g
°rer AR F71 1 &2
& 1T

The only two countries with
which the U.S. has higher
deficits than India and also
levies a higher import tariff
are China (30%) and Canada
(35%).

IANFT & Faa ey dq ¥
SIS |1y 39T R § I+
IR g1eT § 3R S W ag
3T AT Yok aamarg —a g
et (30%) 3R FAT3T (35%)1

e The U.S. has levied the third-
highest tariff on India among the
top 10 countries with which it has
the highest trade deficits, an
analysis has revealed.

U TALAYOT § IdT Il g Toh
AR AT MT 10 M A T HRAR
T w7 o e &
SieTeh a1 3THr Ta 3186 AR
HIeT ¢

¢ In other words, while the U.S.
has a higher trade deficit with nine
other countries than with India, it

has levied higher tariffs on just two
— China and Canada.

GE rsal H, AR 7 7R &
31T R grer At 3T AT F

Y &, Afhet IHA et &Y J2uT — =et 3T FetmsT W &Y AT e oo g
e This comes against the backdrop of the Ministry of External Affairs saying that Mr.
Trump’s targeting of India is “unjustified and unreasonable”.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page76


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

g Toufa 00 97T & i 311S § S faeer #1ed o gt b sft €0 &7 IR & e
SeATAT "R AR IFROT |
An analysis by Rubix Data Sciences, a risk management and monitoring company,

shows that the U.S. had a $49.5 billion trade deficit with India in 2024, the 10th
highest among all its trading partners.

NTEH Ja 3R AR Suelr ®fawq 3eT ArsAqST & [T & Iar gofdr g &
ARG T AR & HIY 2024 F $49.5 3G I STIR ST AT, S 3G FHT SATITRS
HTINERT # gaar aad 3fes 7|

However, the U.S. has levied a tariff of 25% “plus penalties” on imports from India,
the third-highest among these countries.

gTelifeh, AN o R A AT W 25% "WI €1 §3" M Yoo ofaNdT &, il 51 G2t &
e e 3w 2

For example, the U.S. had a trade deficit of $175.9 billion with Mexico in 2024 —
3.5 times that with India — but has levied the same 25% tariff on that country.

3ETEI0T & foIT, 3TART 1 2024 & AfFTHY & T $175.9 3 T ST ©TCT AT — ST

HRA A 3.5 T[T 318 § — lfehed 38 30 2T W 811 25% HT FATA Yo oaNAT &

Similarly, the U.S. had higher trade deficits with Vietnam ($129.4 billion), Germany
($87.9 billion), Ireland ($87.2 billion), Taiwan ($76.4 billion), Japan ($72.3
billion), and South Korea ($69.9 billion) than with India, but levies lower tariffs on
those countries than it does on India.

ST g, AR HT ARG T JofeT 7 A= ($129.4 37a), Fa¥= ($87.9 39),
ATl ($87.2 3R4), ATSAT ($76.4 31T), AT ($72.3 3”9) 31X gfayor FIRAT ($69.9

31T o AT 37T SATIR ©IET §, olfchel o7 G217 TN T8 HRA & FH Yo oI ¢ |

The only two countries with which the U.S. has higher deficits than with India and
also levies a higher import tariff are China (30%) and Canada (35%).

hadl ar 2271 0 § ToeTeh a1 37ARET T RT @ 31« IR =1er § 3 99 W ag

I AT Yo oIl & — d & deT (30%) 3 Fetrsr (35%) |
On India’s purchase of oil from Russia, Mr. Trump on Monday said that “they (India)
don’t care how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the Russian war machine”.

AR AT A €T 7 HRA GaRT TF 8 dof TG Tl oI hal [oh 3o (W F1) B oTe
as foh oot 7 FFaar @iYer T Jer #MeT GarT AR S @ 2|

However, data from the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air, which
regularly tracks Russia’s energy exports, show that the EU was the largest buyer of
Russian liquefied natural gas (LNG), accounting for 51% of Russia’s exports of

these products between December 2022 and June 2025, followed by China (21%)
and Japan (18%).

gTeliteh, Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air & 3173, ST & & Foll
foraTe o frafde fAormeh wd § aara § i Reew 2022 & S 2025 & i w4t
atelid WFfas AT (LNG) & Had 93T TR EU (51%) T, 38 16 d@ie (21%) 31K
SATITeT (18%) 2|

Even when it comes to pipeline gas, the EU was the largest buyer, purchasing 37%
of Russia’s exports, followed by China (30%) and Turkiye (27%).

8T e o ST 9T IrSaessT 3 &7 37 &, a9 3t EU & &1 & 37% 31 ot r
TE T, 38 TG AT (30%) 3R I (27%) B
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e China bought 47% of Russia’s crude exports during this period, followed by India
(38%), the EU (6%), and Turkiye (6%).

=g 39T & Rl ool o T & Fed dd FT 47% TIET, 3T 916 7R (38%), EU

(6%), 3R FFFA (6%) & |

KIGALI
Rwanda to ‘accept up to 250

migrants from U.S. as part of deal

ST l ¥ ~ "S5

A GSIi: Mapping

Rwanda said on Tuesday it would accept up to 250 migrants from
the U.S. under a deal agreed with Washington. The U.S. has been
pushing a deportation drive, with Donald Trump’s administration
negotiating controversial arrangements to send people to third
countries, among them South Sudan and Eswatini. AFp

Rwanda to ‘accept up to 250
migrants’ from U.S. as part of
deal

g & dgd asT FARFT A
‘IfHIH 250 TaTfAAT FY
TR HIMT

Rwanda said on Tuesday it would accept up to
250 migrants from the U.S. under a deal
agreed with Washington.

IGTST o HITTAR Y HgT foh ag arfreTe & a1
g% T 60 & ded 3R & arftrwaw 250
YaTfAaY T TAHR HLI|

The U.S. has been pushing a deportation
drive, with Donald Trump’s administration
negotiating controversial arrangements to

send people to third countries, among them South Sudan and Eswatini.

BATes &9 YATH & g AR yarial w1 Faifa w3 & 3w 1 3m) der @rd 3l
SHeh gl g Il ol ey St SiA o gfaTor 3T 3R sEarfaet et & fov famereue

gHSlS R W@ R

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity, Governance,And

International Relations)

1. Officers who are honest must be protected: SC
SHTIGR AfAHIRAT Y & F& §: FhH e

2. DAC sanctions procurement proposals worth ¥67,000

cr

St ¥ 267,000 S it T FETAl F o A

3. Deputy Chairman rejects Opposition’s claim of CISF
deployment in Rajya Sabha
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ITAHTITS o TSITHT A CISF Y dareh & RAqer & T3 &7
TRt forar

. Study by lISc researchers reveals how reward drives
attention in humans

ISc F ANer & GATHT: FATH HF& AT H €417 FY genfaa
AT &
. How should money laundering be tackled?

A Aifegr § HA Agear aifge?

. DBT helped deactivate 4.08 cr. fake, inactive LPG
connections: Puri

NN A 4.08 FNT Folf, ATFT vl FaAFer 9 FIa
# Heg F1: @

. NBFC AUM’s FY26 growth may soften as banks cut
funding

det g@rT BiSer A Fweldt & FRT NBFC &T FY26 # AUM
gefor it gY wehclt &

. Services PMI stood at 11-month high in July on strong
demand

AT A A AT & HROT {13 HT PMI 11 7R & 3=
TRW

. UN starts new bid to forge plastic pollution treaty
amid ‘global crisis’

‘IRaF wwve' F i carfes gquor ¥fY gaa & faw
HYFA TSE o S FHIALY AR H
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Officers who
are honest
must be
protected: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said a provision in
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988 that man-
dates prior sanction before
prosecuting public ser-
vants serves to protect
honest bureaucrats from
becoming victims of politi-
cal vendetta after a regime
change.

Section 17A of the Act
bars any “enquiry or inqui-
ry or investigation™ against
a public servant for recom-
mendations made during
official duties without ap-
proval from the competent
authority. “Honest officers
who do not toe the line af-
ter a change in government
will be protected,” the
Bench observed.
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Officers who are honest must be protected: SC

§ATTER JTAFIRET AT Fam Fw g: e FiE

The Supreme Court on Tuesday said a provision in the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1988 that mandates prior sanction before
prosecuting public servants serves to protect honest bureaucrats
from becoming victims of political vendetta after a regime
change.

A FIE F AAAGR FY FgT T srserar faaror sfefaza, 1988 Hirve
4RI, ST Al FaHl F TS HHSHAT Tl § Tgel I At
HTaRIwAT HY ATAT FIAT &, FT 3G52T SATER A1FIAET FI TFR
qEele & d1g ateltiaes YTt F ISR aeia & a5 3|

. Section 17A of the Act bars any "enquiry or inquiry or
investigation" against a public servant for recommendations made
during official duties without approval from the competent authority.

AT T aRT 17A 9T Fara TihIor r HegAfd &, sk Jas & [Terrd
InfaFRF Fdeal & SRieT At 715 AR & Feer A fordy off ST a1 e
1 QWO O ek S &

. “‘Honest officers who do not toe the line after a change in
government will be protected,” the Bench observed.

dis o feoqoll &1, “TRFR dgeial & a6 it SATAGR FTAFRY FAT & ITAN Feha
T, 3o¢ Y& &T Srwar|”
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DAC sanctions procurement
proposals worth 367,000 cr.

'GS Ill: Defence
Sanravm rrivea

OrAUT T
NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, sanctioned multiple
procurement  proposals
worth about 367,000 crore
to strengthen the nation’s
military preparedness.
According to the Minis-
try of Defence (MoD), Ac-
ceptance of Necessity
(AoN) was accorded for the
Indian Army to procure
Thermal  Imager-based
Driver Night Sight for BMP,
a Soviet-era amphibious in-
fantry fighting vehicle.
This would enhance
night driving capability of
the BMP, and provide high-
er mobility and operation-
al advantage to the me-
chanised infantry. For the
Navy, AoN was accorded
for the procurement of

Rajnath Singh

Compact Autonomous Sur-
face Craft, BrahMos Fire
Control  System  and
launchers, and upgrada-
tion of BARAK:1 point de-
fence missile system.

The procurement of
Compact Autonomous Sur-
face Craft will provide the
capability to the Indian Na-
vy for detection, classifica-
tion and neutralisation of
threats in anti-submarine
warfare missions.

For the Air Force, AoN
for procurement of moun-
tain radars and upgrada-

tion of Saksham/Spyder
weapon system was ac-
corded. Mountain radars
will enhance air surveil-
lance capability along and
across the borders in
mountainous regions. The
upgradation of Saksham/
Spyder system for integra-
tion with Integrated Air
Command and Control
System will enhance air de-
fence capability, said the
MoD in a statement.

AoN was also accorded
for procurement of Medi-
um Altitude Long Endu-
rance (MALE) Remotely Pi-
loted Aircraft (RPAs) for
the three services. The
proposed MALE RPAs can
carry multiple payloads
and weapons, and operate
at longer ranges for long
endurance missions. They
will enhance surveillance
and combat capability of
the Armed Forces.

DAC sanctions
procurement
proposals worth
67,000 cr.

ghodY & 67,000
FUS T WE gFaEl
& A &

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, sanctioned
multiple procurement
proposals worth about
%67,000 crore to
strengthen the nation’s
military preparedness.
&1 #3N Tty RAg
TEYETAT A T&TT fAIgor
TRYeE (Avd) F U fr AT

I I AT F F AT AT 267,000 FOS F FF @G wFAmEl H A

Il

e According to the Ministry of Defence (MoD), Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) was
accorded for the Indian Army to procure Thermal Imager-based Driver Night
Sight for BMP, a Soviet-era amphibious infantry fighting vehicle.

&I HATT (MoD) & T8, AR ¥alT & fIT Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) &r
FoR & 375, ifes WA FTel F 3HAT Fihe! BISRET g BMP & [T qaie gAsK

TR SFAT ATSE AIFT ohl WIS, I ST Th |

e This would enhance night driving capability of the BMP, and provide higher
mobility and operational advantage to the mechanised infantry.

sOd BMP &7 T 313faer a1e7ar s¢9ft 3R Adarsss gathd) ol dgaR arfaefiear 3k
AT AT Hea|
e For the Navy, AoN was accorded for the procurement of Compact Autonomous

Surface Craft, BrahMos Fire Control System and launchers, and upgradation of
BARAK-1 point defence missile system.

AT F o, FFtee ARATAEYT ITH HIFE, TEAW FRR Ferd RAred 3T di-y,

3 BARAK-1 warge 3% fRamse fRwes & seo1aer 1 @lig &1 AoN &1 #l & 715

e The procurement of Compact Autonomous Surface Craft will provide the capability
to the Indian Navy for detection, classification and neutralisation of threats in
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anti-submarine warfare missions.
FIFlFe HAAT FIHH FIFC S TG F ARAT FGT T gerged’ Neft srfAamat
TR Y ygET, gaffavor 3R 378 ATSFT e 1 erar Aot

For the Air Force, AoN for procurement of mountain radars and upgradation of
Saksham/Spyder weapon system was accorded.

arg QT & [T, ATSET WERY 7 @lie R WETH/FAFST & RAAR JOTTel & 3oidret 1
AoN & F & 715

Mountain radars will enhance air surveillance capability along and across the
borders in mountainous regions.

AT3EA WK H G &=t & A3t F |1y 3R 9R Ay Aot averan A gefer gl
The upgradation of the Saksham/Spyder system for integration with Integrated Air

Command and Control System will enhance air defence capability, said the MoD
in a statement.

T&IT HATAY of Ueh STeT H gl [oh H&TH/TITSST fATeH T Integrated Air Command

and Control System & AT UAIUT & T 1T, 1Y T&TT &THCT Y TGTUaTT |

AoN was also accorded for procurement of Medium Altitude Long Endurance
(MALE) Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPAs) for the three services.

=t damat & fow #AfSasr vedieys dier s (MALE) Raeslt araaes vewre
(RPA) T T¢ &I 3T AoN T FsT & 75|

The proposed MALE RPAs can carry multiple payloads and weapons, and
operate at longer ranges for long endurance missions.

SEATTId MALE RPAs &g el 3T g &1 of 51 #edt 8, 31N et g e
e HfFET F o dares & a5 &1

They will enhance surveillance and combat capability of the Armed Forces.

J Ferew aelt &1 IRt 3 gay srear r ggrer

Page82

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Deputy Chairman rejects
Opposition’s claim of CISF

The Hindu Bureau
_ NEW DELHI

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh on Tues-
day rejected the Opposi-
tion’s charge that Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel had been
deployed inside the House.

He castigated the Oppo-
sition for continued dis-
ruptions, questioning
whether entering the Well
of the House and disturb-
ing other members could
be termed a “democratic
right of protest”.

Mr. Harivansh was res-
ponding to Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s
letter from last week. Mr.
Kharge, who is the Leader
of the Opposition, had said
that he was shocked to see
CISF personnel blocking
MPs from entering the Well

Harivansh

of the House.

Mr. Harivansh’s remarks
led to a sharp exchange
between the Opposition
and Treasury benches. Mr.
Kharge reiterated his alle-
gation, and complained
that the Opposition mem-
bers were being treated as
terrorists. He asked if the
Chair or Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, to whom
the CISF reports, was con-

ducting the House.

Strongly objecting to Mr.
Kharge’s remarks and the
repeated disruptions, Un-
ion Minister J.P. Nadda,
who is the Leader of the
House, said the Opposition
members should take tui-
tion from him on how to
function from the Opposi-
tion benches.

The Rajya Sabha wit-
nessed its first adjourn-
ment at 11.45 a.m. Soon af-
ter it resumed at 2 p.m.,
the proceedings were ad-
journed for the day amid
protests over the special in-
tensive revision of electo-
ral rolls in Bihar.

Calling the continued
disruption worrying, Mr.
Harivansh said, “We mem-
bers should self-introspect
whether such actions en-
hance the dignity and de-
corum of the House.”

Deputy Chairman rejects
Opposition’s claim of
CISF deployment in
Rajya Sabha

3YFHTIY & TSITAT H
CISF &Y darelt & fauaT &
aTa & @R T

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh on Tuesday rejected
the Opposition’s charge that
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel had been
deployed inside the House.

TSI F 3T gRaer
HAITAGR FI [AT8T & 57 3RT A
TR FT e @ $d silgs
FI&TT 9T (CISF) F STaTeil &Y el &
3 e T I

e He castigated the Opposition for continued disruptions, questioning whether
entering the Well of the House and disturbing other members could be termed a
“democratic right of protest”.

37gie] ST ST STelat & forw fawat T 3treliorstr it 3R qoT & a1 deat & dar
AL FIAT 3R 3T TETAT Dl IXRATeT AT "IN AR HT ATASRR" gl ST TAheT

g7

e Mr. Harivansh was responding to Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge’s letter
from last week.

A gRaer Rea weare FE Iregat Afedsrels @3 & 9 HT 3R 3w U

e Mr. Kharge, who is the Leader of the Opposition, had said that he was shocked to
see CISF personnel blocking MPs from entering the Well of the House.

fva7 & siar At T3 o hgr AT Tk a8 Tg @ Afdhd o fh CISF & Samsit = Fidar i
HeoT & Aol H YA L T AT

e Mr. Harivansh’s remarks led to a sharp exchange between the Opposition and
Treasury benches.

ot gRaer $r feoaforat @ faget 3t TRFR 9a1 & S S Awetis & 1s|

e Mr. Kharge reiterated his allegation, and complained that the Opposition members
were being treated as terrorists.

A @I 7 39 R F AT 31T Rpraa 1 6 A9eT & GEEal ) ArdFHard sr

TRE ATAT ST T
¢ He asked if the Chair or Union Home Minister Amit Shah, to whom the CISF
reports, was conducting the House.
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3ogiel qBT foh T FHTIT AT 378 FAY HTAT A1, ToeTeh 31efeT CISF RN &, Hee Hell
we?

Strongly objecting to Mr. Kharge’s remarks and the repeated disruptions, Union
Minister J.P. Nadda, who is the Leader of the House, said the Opposition
members should take tuition from him on how to function from the Opposition
benches.

A @ Sy feroafOrat it SR-aR i arensit o FE 0 ST gu HhRr A S o,
1331, ST foh Heet & AT &, 77 el o fAuaT & Fewat I 390 Rt d6f & F Fw=r
@ arfgu]|

The Rajya Sabha witnessed its first adjournment at 11.45 a.m.

TSI BT QLY T Tgell T Fog 11:45 o1 g3

Soon after it resumed at 2 p.m., the proceedings were adjourned for the day amid
protests over the special intensive revision of electoral rolls in Bihar.

ST 8 hTIaTeT arTeT 2 FF Y U g3, FER # aFcerar I & R arger gelieror
faier & drg SRIaTE) &1 oo o & fore wufdra & T aram)

Calling the continued disruption worrying, Mr. Harivansh said, “We members should
self-introspect whether such actions enhance the dignity and decorum of the
House.”

TITAR &Y TET 18I a1 FRiarstaes sdra §U8ﬁ€ﬁ?:i‘%rﬁrchsl, “EH LT Y ATcAATT
AT ARV T FAT 57 A T FRATS T TeoT Fr ARAT 3 F7ATeT st 27

Manifold increase in rabies

deaths in tw s: Cent s b
deaths In two.vears: Centre ar st F Yefter & #iat 7 %3 e

'GS ll: S&T

deaths in two years: Centre

Though the number of 'p'fésiﬁhaptive cases of

rabies in humans has come down from 4,885 in q:am-: a,—;‘r

2022 to 1,079 in 2024, the number of rabies S

deaths has increased manifold to 180 in 2024

from 22 in 2022, the Animal Husbandry Ministry ~ Though the number of presumptive cases
informed the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. In 2024, the  of rabies in humans has come down from
highest number of deaths was reported from 4,885 in 2022 to 1,079 in 2024, the number

Tamil Nadu (43), followed by Karnataka (42)and  of rabies deaths has increased manifold to
Andhra Pradesh (39). In 2023, 121 people died of g0 ji, 2024 from 22 in 2022, the Animal

rabies and 2,223 presumptive cases were
reported, the Ministry said.

Husbandry Ministry informed the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.

gt sFeysal 7 YT & wonfare ATl it HEaAT 2022 3 4,885 ¥ HeAT 2024 F
1,079 Y 315 &, oifhet Yefier & HiaT Fr dwar 2022 & 22 T g 2024 H 180 &1 715 &,

g STTThRT GRUTC HATAT ol HITAR PY ATFHAT 1 AT |

In 2024, the highest number of deaths was reported from Tamil Nadu (43), followed
by Karnataka (42) and Andhra Pradesh (39).

2024 7 Gad 3Tt Hiq afAe=rg (43) & RUE $7 71, 58 TIG Felted (42) A 30
Y2 (39) T TUT IET|
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¢ 1In 2023, 121 people died of rabies and 2,223 presumptive cases were reported,
the Ministry said.

2023 77 121 mﬁmmagmz,zzammwmmw
HATAT o IR

Study by IISc researchers reveals how
reward drives attention in humans

GSi:SaT T
The Hindu Bureau perlment to examine how “Yes” option (deciding a
BENGALURU the expectation of a re- change occurred), relative

The researchers of the In-
dian Institute of Science
(IISc) in a new study have
probed how the expecta-
tion of a reward influences
the attention of human be-

ward modulates the two
key components of atten-
tion: sensitivity (example:
the ability to visually iden-
tify the ripest fruit) and
bias (the decision to act to
pick out the ripest fruit).

to a “No” option (deciding
no change occurred) were
varied on one side.

In the first task, partici-
pants paid more attention
towards the side associated
with greater rewards. “Ho-
wever, their decisional bias

Many studies have been = Two-part cognitive task s i didn’t change, indicating
conducted in the past on  Mr. Sridharan’s team con-  The experiment was designed that only sensitivity was
the topic. “However, they  ducted trials with 24 parti-  to track two key componentsof ~ modulated,” explained Mr.

fell short in differentiating
whether these processes
are governed by the same
or different regions and
processes in the brain,” the
[ISc said.

Sridharan Devarajan, as-
sociate professor at the
Centre for Neuroscience,
and his PhD student Ankita
Sengunta. desiened an ex-

cipants, each performing a
two-part cognitive task.
The first part involved the
participant looking at a
screen displaying two Ga-
bor patches (smooth black-
and-white stripes), one on
each side of the screen. Af-
ter a very brief pause (200
milliseconds), the patches

flicker. and one (or hath) of

attention — sensitivity and bias

the patch orientations
might change. . For each
accurate detection of
change, the participants
received a monetary
reward.

The difference in the se-
cond part was that the
noints  for renarting a

Sridharan.

Participants in the se-
cond task were more likely
(biased) to choose the op-
tion (yes/no) with the high-
er expected reward. But re-
searchers noticed that
none of the participants’
gaze or brain patterns
matched those associated
with attention.

Study by lISc researchers reveals how reward drives
attention in humans

ISc & M F GATHT: FATH HFH HAJSAT A €T HY Fo1fAT FIAT

g

The researchers of the Indian Institute of Science (lISc) in a new study have
probed how the expectation of a reward influences the attention of human

beings.
SR AT TEAT (11Sc) F Aerwarsil & T AT JeqAT & Ig A Y fF a3 iy
3FATE 8 Al & eare Y vanfaa e ¥ LN
e Many studies have been conducted in the past on the topic. 09
50 vy W g # &§ sremge R A g
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“However, they fell short in differentiating whether these processes are governed by
the same or different regions and processes in the brain,” the [ISc said.

“BTeliTeh, 3 TG TUSE il H AP 3B & A ufshare Afeas & v &) a1 Affe=t a3t
3R wfshan3it gary fRaTd gt & a1 1€, 11Sc o FaTl
Sridharan Devarajan, associate professor at the Centre for Neuroscience, and his

PhD student Ankita Sengupta, designed an experiment to examine how the
expectation of a reward modulates the two key components of attention:

Y R ~AEEH & THfATe Wihas Aheset datrere 3R 3oehr dfrvas) o sifar
eIt o Ueh G197 AR f3har oifer Ig St S & 3 getrer i 3o7liq earet & & ey
TTHI I H THTTIT AT 8

o sensitivity (example: the ability to visually identify the ripest fruit)

- HAEAMEIAT (SSTETVT: AW T EIHT el gfSC H TgTeA=A T &7C)
o bias (the decision to act to pick out the ripest fruit)

- qEE (R e T 0T o Hard aehT g3 e 3O1T S1TT)

Two-part cognitive task

A-HINT FATCHS F

Mr. Sridharan’s team conducted trials with 24 participants, each performing a two-
part cognitive task.

AR 1 a7 F 24 gAY & gry wlieTor fFar, T8 936 F U a-arehT

HATHS H1I HaT|

The first part involved the participant looking at a screen displaying two Gabor
patches (smooth black-and-white stripes), one on each side of the screen.

T AT TTAHT &Y T BhieT T &Y AR A (FIH Flel-ahe qeiedn) G@= gl

&, Thlel o Tcdeh b Uah |

After a very brief pause (200 milliseconds), the patches flicker, and one (or both) of
the patch orientations might change.

Teh SET 81 Ble favTe (200 fAdRi®s) & a1, 4u gFed § 3R 398 F T (I1 gl Fr
feRIT-Tehd Scor ThT ¢

For each accurate detection of change, the participants received a monetary
reward.

& T aRade 1 ygare & forv afasniar &1 fasdrr samy fear s

The difference in the second part was that the points for reporting a “Yes” option
(deciding a change occurred), relative to a “No” option (deciding no change
occurred) were varied on one side.

GEY {9 # 3T 7 A7 o6 g1 Radhed (TRacT §31 Ig T ) & fore few 1w 31,
“aﬁ”ﬁaa—«q(aﬁéqﬁaéﬂaﬁ:@ﬂ)ﬁaomﬁwmmmm

In the first task, participants paid more attention towards the side associated with
greater rewards.

ggo S H, It & 39 v 3H0F eare fear gt 31w game Aes fr goraar
AT

“‘However, their decisional bias didn’t change, indicating that only sensitivity was
modulated,” explained Mr. Sridharan.
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Hagarefterar €1 sgair &, Stk o gHsm|

o Participants in the second task were more likely (biased) to choose the option
(yes/no) with the higher expected reward.

T F A YTt 38 faehed ol Tofol & T 3R yga (qEre) 3, fowe afas
3nafara germer |

o But researchers noticed that none of the participants’ gaze or brain patterns
matched those associated with attention.

Aferet erershca3it o g fan et oft wfcrsmah it gffe a1 Affass deet, curer & wafta
Yoot & At w1ET Trel Y

How should money laundering be tackled?

What did the Finance Minister report with respect to the number of cases under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act? What are the three stages through

XPLAINER
C.B. P. Srivastava

The story so far:
report submitted by the
Finance Minister in the Rajya
Sabha states that 5,892 cases
were taken up by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) 2002, since 2015. Of these cases,
only 15 convictions have yet been ordered
by special courts. The government claims
that investigations have been initiated in
more or less all cases, and that
Enforcement Case Information Reports
(ECIRs) have been issued to initiate
proceedings. However, these figures raise
two important aspects. First, that the
number of convictions vis-a-vis total cases
is far from satisfactory and secondly, that
money laundering cases have been rising
signalling that the government has not
been able to check such financial crimes.

What is a laundromat?

‘The term is said to have originated from
the use of laundromats by organised
crime syndicates in the U.S. as cover for
their crimes and under-the-table dealings.
Alaundromat is an all-purpose financial
vehicle. It may be set up by a bank or any
other company engaged in provi
financial services. However, it can also
help clients launder the proceeds of
crime, hide ownership of assets,
embezzle funds from companies, evade
taxes or currency restrictions and move
money offshore.

How is money laundered?
Money laundering, as defined under
Section 3 of PMLA, is an act through
which processes or activities connected to
the proceeds of crime are concealed,
possessed, acquired, or used and
projected as untainted property or
claiming to be untainted property.

In the first stage called placement, the
launderer introduces money into the

financial system which might be done by
breaking up large amounts of cash into
smaller sums (a process called smurfing).
In the second stage, that is layering,
money is shifted to other locations
through investments and transactions.
And finally in the integration stage, the
laundered money is brought into the
financial system through real estate,
business or asset formation etc. The
Supreme Court in P. Chidambaram versus
Enforcement Directorate (2019) held that
hiding the illegal source of money affects
the financial system and also the
sovereignty and integrity of the nation.
Other impacts of money laundering
include expansion of money supply
which might prove detrimental to
monetary stability of the country

ISTOCKPHOTO

ultimately impacting inflation. Moreover,
it may also affect trading, according to the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

‘When about the PMLA?

In line with the UN Political Declaration
and Global Programme of Action
(adopted by the UN General Assembly in
February 1990), the law has been made to
prevent money laundering and to
confiscate the property involved or
obtained. The most significant part of the
statute is that the burden of proof is on
the accused. Another feature is that the
ECIR is sufficient to initiate proceedings
which has also been reiterated by the
Supreme Court in Vir Bhadra Singh versus
ED (2017) — that no FIR is required to
initiate proceedings under the Act. The

which money is laundered? How will the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement help to stop illegal transfer of money?

only requirement as per the top court was
that a scheduled offence (offence against
the state) be essential for the offence of
money laundering. However, despite
being such a stringent law, the offence has
become rampant.

‘What are the issues to be addressed?
The number of money laundering cases is
seriously increasing, questioning the
efficacy of the implementation of the law.
Moreover, on many occasions, the law has
been abused by authority which has been
seen and referred to by the Supreme
Court as well. In Vijay Madanlal
Chaudhury versus Union of India (2022)
the Court held that to initiate prosecution
under Section 3 of the PMLA, registration
as scheduled offence is a pre requisite but
for initiating attachment of property
under Section 5, there need not be a
pre-registered criminal case. This view
has been very often misused by
authorities with politically motivated
intentions.

It is important that the authorities
follow the recommendations of the FATF
and ensure that money laundering cases
are handled with care and caution so that
misuse could be checked, and genuine
cases reported and investigated properly
to enhance the rate of conviction. Money
laundering is a serious offence as it has a
direct linkage with terror activities and is
a major source of terror financing. Instead
of political motives, the law should be
used to address the issues and concerns
involved in a genuine manner. Though
India has signed the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) with about
85 countries, which helps to check money
laundering, things are not yet in the right
direction and much needs to be done.
These agreements promote the exchange
of financial and tax-related information
between tax authorities of participating
countries. This facilitates the enforcement
of tax regulations and helps prevent
illegal activities like tax evasion and
money laundering.

C. B. P. Srivastava is President of the
Centre for Applied Research in Governance.

How should money laundering be tackled?

Al Aifeger F HA AgesT aifge?

THE GIST

v

Money laundering, as defined
under Section 3 of PMLA, is an
act through which processes or
activities connected to the
proceeds of crime are
concealed, possessed,
acquired, or used and
projected as untainted
property or claiming to be
untainted property.

v

The number of money
laundering cases is seriously
increasing, questioning the
efficacy of the implementation
of the law.

v

Though India has signed the
Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) with about
85 countries, which helps to
check money laundering,
things are not yet in the right
direction and much needs to
be done.

Money Laundering Cases and Enforcement Directorate (ED) Performance

A Aifeger A 3R yad=r Agenmaa (ED) &1 ygel=

e Areport submitted by the Finance Minister in the Rajya Sabha states that 5,892
cases were taken up by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) under the Prevention
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of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 2002, since 2015.
fae w3l Ry TeIweT H TEgd U RUIE & 37AR, 2015 & #eit dffegar faaror
fafasT (PMLA) 2002 & dgd YadsT faaemerd (ED) GaRT 5,892 ATHA &of fahU 97|
o Of these cases, only 15 convictions have yet been ordered by special courts.
ST ATHAT 7 { el 15 AT A &1 FIAY reTerdl o 319 T Jaor Go1s g
¢ The government claims that investigations have been initiated in more or less all

cases, and that Enforcement Case Information Reports (ECIRs) have been issued
to initiate proceedings.

TR T STaT § o Tarster T3t ATel 3 Frer e Y A 15 § 3R FHRATEr 3% a3t &
fow yaeter & = R4iE (ECIRs) Sl &7 15 &
o However, these figures raise two important aspects —
QIfeReT & 3173 & AgeaqUT Tge3iT &l 3R Fd § —
o The number of convictions vis-a-vis total cases is far from satisfactory.
el ATHEA hl Jolell H FoTT & HEAT ool TcllSoTateh el g
o Money laundering cases have been rising, signalling that the government has
not been able to check such financial crimes.

HoAl ollfegaT ATHG H e 81 T &, it Tg GAT & Toh TRpr U oy Jrorea
T U o9 & qB @ ¢

What is a Laundromat?

dlegide FaT §?

e The term is said to have originated from the use of laundromats by organised crime
syndicates in the U.S. as cover for their crimes and under-the-table dealings.

T Ueq, FANGFT 7 Forfed 39t RifSshe anT dlegifed T SEAAT 379 It
3R 7rea Hiet &1 U & T et § 3cue B3 HIeAT ST gl

e Alaundromat is an all-purpose financial vehicle. It may be set up by a bank or any
other company engaged in providing financial services.

dlegidie U qgsegedid el Area# &1 33 el Ik 21 faeiiar QaTt geted hiet arely
TohelY 375 U GaRT T AT R ST Hehel &
¢ However, it can also help clients launder the proceeds of crime, hide ownership

of assets, embezzle funds from companies, evade taxes or currency
restrictions and move money offshore.

gTelifeh, TE IATEeh! T YT T UTCd &+ &) ¢, HUTy & Fa1fAca &) B, Hafaa @
T ITaeT T, FT AT AT Tiaael F qoet 3R 37 F Rger daa 7 off 7eg X Fhar ¢

How is Money Laundered?

Hell dAffegar @ $T AT 82

e Money laundering, as defined under Section 3 of PMLA, is an act through which
processes or activities connected to the proceeds of crime are concealed,
possessed, acquired, or used and projected as untainted property or claimed to be
untainted property.

PMLA &Y &RT 3 & dgd IRHTNT Hell dlesdT a8 I & forgs 3TaRTer & UTed & ht
T, TW@T, JTed AT 3T har STTem & 3R 3 38 Juf o § & G foham STidm & 3
grar fohar ST & ok ag du gl
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First stage — Placement: The launderer introduces money into the financial
system, which might be done by breaking up large amounts of cash into smaller
sums (smurfing).

T II0T — CAHAT: SAlos{ Ul I TIATT YOIl H Tl &, ST 92 dAhe &ef &l DS
et 7 sTea (TAfhT) fhar ST ahar gl

Second stage — Layering: Money is shifted to other locations through investments
and transactions.

G TXOT — AARAT: &eT T TN 3R elefeie o ATETH W 3w TUTedl I AT STl 8|

Final stage — Integration: The laundered money is brought into the financial
system through real estate, business, or asset formation, etc.

3Fe TROT — FERIRET: Yol §U T BT R Tree, SHq@ A1 WAy AT 3 6
ATEIH § o qoTTelt 7 aro & ST g

The Supreme Court in P. Chidambaram vs Enforcement Directorate (2019) held that
hiding the illegal source of money affects the financial system and also the
sovereignty and integrity of the nation.

A FIE S I RIGTRHA FolA Jeicial [rao0Ter (2019) F gl fob T o 33T AT i
fareT Rt gomelt 31 Tsg i wwegar AR sr@sar r yenfad AT gl

Other Impacts of Money Laundering

HA AT & e THTT

Expansion of money supply which might prove detrimental to monetary stability of
the country, ultimately impacting inflation.

Helt Toa 3 gEfY, S ger A AE Ruvar & v gifasRe & awdr 3R sida:
HETERTY T FAIIS X Fahell ¢

It may also affect trading, according to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

PTSATATS U T BRY (FATF) & 38R, Ig SATIR T 311 Feqiaet s Fohell B

When about the PMLA
PMLA & IR &

In line with the UN Political Declaration and Global Programme of Action
(adopted by the UN General Assembly in February 1990), the law has been made
to prevent money laundering and to confiscate the property involved or obtained.

YT g TsTeitfaren Bon R dRaw FrF A (Had 1990 7 FIF TS AT
CART 3Y=TTS TS) o 37eIEY, TG lofel Hell dAlfegal i AUshel 3N SHA MTHT IT T
TUfT &l STecd et o [oIT S=ITT AT & |

The most significant part of the statute is that the burden of proof is on the
accused.

S FIeleT T T AUl AT T5 ¢ o wa@ &1 aiet At o §ar g

Another feature is that the ECIR is sufficient to initiate proceedings, which has also
been reiterated by the Supreme Court in Vir Bhadra Singh vs ED (2017) — that no
FIR is required to initiate proceedings under the Act.

Teh 3R fAAYAT 7 § o ECIR Famg! & ¥ & fow w2 8, o ghw ;e a1 v
3z A Fa71A 337 (2017) 3 8 gwrar — & 3ifafaas & agd HRER 34w #a & fav
FIR &Y 3maeasdr «Ta ¢
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The only requirement as per the top court was that a scheduled offence (offence
against the state) be essential for the offence of money laundering.

Hafeel FATTeY & 3TeTHR halol 3TaRehcll TE AT foh Hell A5l & IJORTY & foIw T
freiRa 3ravrer (T & faeer 3rawe) 3raeds gl

However, despite being such a stringent law, the offence has become rampant.
gTelTTch, Sclell HBT HTelel glel & STdolG U6 IR T 8l IAT B |

What are the issues to be addressed?

FieT @ FeET FY WRAT FLe Y IHTATRIFAT 82

The number of money laundering cases is seriously increasing, questioning the
efficacy of the implementation of the law.

Helt FAlfeger AT T TEAT THR T F ¢ T &, TGH FhfeT & FleadT it

waTaRiierar o TaTer 33 © B

On many occasions, the law has been abused by authority, which has been seen
and referred to by the Supreme Court as well.

g Hieh I, S hloleT ohT WITAHIOT SART GEIANT fehaT 31T &, T8 Foftar I o1 ofr Sam

3R 3oo@ FaAT 8

In Vijay Madanlal Chaudhury vs Union of India (2022), the Court held that to initiate
prosecution under Section 3 of the PMLA, registration as scheduled offence is a
prerequisite.

AT HGTTT TIERT FATH SR FE (2022) #, 37Teld of Fhal T PMLA T RT3 &
gl AT Y& et o T fAeiRea 3roRrer & & 7 gollenor 3maeas g

But for initiating attachment of property under Section 5, there need not be a pre-
registered criminal case.

mm5$mmﬁgﬁ%ﬁm$mmﬂwmm

3TITS A8t &

This view has often been misused by authorities with politically motivated
intentions.

S GTSCHIVT I HFE TSl IEgeaT & AT TIHIOT EaRT U T a1 B
It is important that the authorities follow the recommendations of the FATF and
ensure that money laundering cases are handled with care and caution so that
misuse could be checked, and genuine cases reported and investigated properly to
enhance the rate of conviction.

g HEcdqUT ¢ fob STerenor FATF Y RwiRert &1 areret sl 3R giafReaa & fos i
AT5aT oh HATHCI I AT JR FAHaT & HHTAT ST Tk GEIATIT bl AT ST Feh R
gIEdfas ATHEGET 7 T8 R 7 S 8 O, f5ad e Y X 9818 o1 §F |

Money laundering is a serious offence as it has a direct linkage with terror
activities and is a major source of terror financing.

AA AT U IR 3TRTY § FHifh 3Tt rahr afafafaat @ dergew g 3k g
T HFFT T Tk T AT B

Instead of political motives, the law should be used to address the issues and
concerns involved in a genuine manner.

AT IEERAT o TSI, HleeT ol IUANT SHHA ATAT Heal IR RT3 areafas
a0F @ Halfta & & fore fama s anfge
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Though India has signed the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) with
about 85 countries, which helps to check money laundering, things are not yet in the
right direction and much needs to be done.

gTelifeh TR o SI9TS7aT 85 &2UY o ATY YT HIATUT IRER FHAAT (DTAA) fhar g, Sir
FHeAY AZT Y Ached H Hee AT &, @ fohet el it T e 7 o761 & 3N 95 $&
T STaT ST &1

These agreements promote the exchange of financial and tax-related information
between tax authorities of participating countries.

I gAY 19T A aTer &l & Y ITAHIRET & i faeir sl w-wael) s &
HTETA-9ETeT & ITdT & &

This facilitates the enforcement of tax regulations and helps prevent illegal
activities like tax evasion and money laundering.

IE F Al & yads § T8 ¢ AR & D T A4 difeger st w3y afafafeat
Aehet F FAcg AT &

DBT helped deactivate
4.08 cr. fake, inactive
LPG connections: Puri

---------------------------

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Direct Benefit Transfer
of LPG (DBTL) of the
Centre, under which dom-
estic cooking gas subsidy is
paid into the bank account
of consumers has helped
block, suspend or deactiv-
ate 4.08 crore duplicate,
fake/mon-existent or inac-
tive liquefied petroleum
gas connections.

The DBTL or PAHAL
scheme has played a cru-
cial role in identifying and
blocking ‘ghost’ accounts,
multiple accounts, and in-
active LPG connections,
thus curbing diversion of
subsidised LPG for com-
mercial use, Petroleum Mi-
nister Hardeep S. Puri said
in a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha.

Sharing details as on Ju-
ly 1, 2025, the Minister said
the scheme, whose imple-
mentation began in Janu-
ary 2015, has contributed
to transparent and effec-
tive disbursal of subsidies
across the country.

Besides the scheme,
other initiatives like Aad-
haar-based verification,
biometric authentication
and the weeding out of in-
eligible or duplicate con-
nections resulted in signifi-
cantly strengthening the
system of transfer of target-
ed subsidies.

All domestic LPG cylin-
ders are sold at non-subsi-
dised prices and the subsi-
dy transferred directly to
the respective bank ac-
counts under the DBTL
scheme, he said.

The government has al-
so introduced a Common
LPG Database Platform

All domestic LPG cylinders are
sold at non-subsidised prices.

(CLDP) through which du-
plicate connections are
identified and removed
from the database.

Deduplication is carried
out using Aadhaar num-
ber, bank account details,
AHL TIN number, ration
card details, name, and ad-
dress as key parameters.
Aadhaar-based authentica-
tion for DBT schemes ena-
bles accurate, real-time
and cost-effective identifi-
cation, authentication and
de-duplication of benefici-
aries, ensuring targeted
delivery of benefits.

Public sector oil market-
ing companies have been
advised to undertake and
complete biometric Aad-
haar authentication of
PMUY and PAHAL benefi-
ciaries.

As of July 1, biometric
Aadhaar  authentication
has been completed for
67% of Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana (PMUY) benef-
iciaries.

All new PMUY consum-
ers have to undergo bio-
metric authentication be-
fore release of
connections, a release
from the Ministry on Mr.
Puri’s reply said.

DBT helped deactivate 4.08 cr. fake, inactive
LPG connections: Puri

A A 4.08 FAT Foil, ATFHFT Tardish
FoAFelel 4G HIA A AGg H1: T

The Direct Benefit Transfer of LPG (DBTL) of the Centre,
under which domestic cooking gas subsidy is paid into the
bank account of consumers, has helped block, suspend or
deactivate 4.08 crore duplicate, fake/non-existent or
inactive liquefied petroleum gas connections.

&g 1 WS IT 9T YI8T AT 3aRor AT (DBTL), 5w dgd
W g wfeust susiaant F &F @ 7 a0 St 8, 7 4.08
FU3 3o, Hatl/3raega a1 S vardish Faaere ) sdi,
fAefad a1 9 F3A A FAeg FI

. The DBTL or PAHAL scheme has played a crucial role in
identifying and blocking ‘ghost’ accounts, multiple accounts, and
inactive LPG connections, thus curbing diversion of subsidised

LPG for commercial use, Petroleum Minister Hardeep S. Puri said
in a written reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha.

DBTL a1 PAHAL ST o ‘€IS @dl, Tshifte @rar 31T Afssa
TSI hoAerRIeT Sl TgeTel el 3T 37 Sclleh el H Hgedqor fAFHT
g ¥, Saw oo oas 39t & v gfews) areh s A af = A
ST et &, T Serforas #0 g3y vw. qfY & Ueawe A fof@a 3 A

el
. Sharing details as on July 1, 2025, the Minister said the
scheme, whose implementation began in January 2015, has

contributed to transparent and effective disbursal of subsidies across the

country.
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1 SeIT$ 2025 T & 373 HISAT A §T FHAT o e foh 5 AsTed, TSraehr Qe STerady
2015 # g oY, =1 arelt ik worrel wfewst frawor & Aorere G 2|

Besides the scheme, other initiatives like Aadhaar-based verification, biometric
authentication, and weeding out of ineligible or duplicate connections
significantly strengthened the system of transfer of targeted subsidies.

S ANSTeAT & 3TTdT, ATUR TR Gegqraa, arATeE gaATofisIor, 3R 3rarT a1
giaHe FaFual HI GT§ ST Tgoll o afard FfewsY F gFarawor H Jorrel HI Fsrqd
rar gl

All domestic LPG cylinders are sold at non-subsidised prices and the subsidy is
transferred directly to the respective bank accounts under the DBTL scheme, he
said.

3giet gl fob T Bl Tordialt Rieist fe afewst are Fiwal o a9 oma € 31k
giegsy @ g d% @ral & DBTL 311 & dgd Sig®h 1 Sral g

The government has also introduced a Common LPG Database Platform (CLDP)

through which duplicate connections are identified and removed from the
database.

AR o HidAeT Terdiell STETAH Taehia (CLDP) & & foram § e areas @ gfeade

FAFUAA] I g Y 3o¢ ST J T AT T gl

Deduplication is carried out using Aadhaar number, bank account details, AHL
TIN number, ration card details, name, and address as key parameters.

gadereT gera  9fnaT 7 ITUR AR, S @rar faawor, voavd 3T daT, e
TS faaor, 19, 3R 9T S Yo Aol T 3T fhaT ST g
Aadhaar-based authentication for DBT schemes enables accurate, real-time, and

cost-effective identification, authentication and de-duplication of beneficiaries,
ensuring targeted delivery of benefits.

RN A3t F AT 3R smenRa yAroieor arenfiat fr w8, Rae s 3k
ferrrelt g, THTONRYOT R SiTerehereT EeTel Y TeTa T=Tell &, TSrad amer 1 wffra
freavor glafRaa giar 2

Public sector oil marketing companies have been advised to undertake and
complete biometric Aadhaar authentication of PMUY and PAHAL beneficiaries.

A fA® &7 A Ao Aot Fufaat o venae=it s5eaer =41 (PMUY) 31T PAHAL
AT & AT T IAATF AR TATONFIOT A 61 T Hellg &1 18 &

As of July 1, biometric Aadhaar authentication has been completed for 67% of
PMUY beneficiaries.

1 1§ e, PMUY amsnifdiat 3 @ 67% #1 arafeas 3memt yaArofistor g g g1 81
All new PMUY consumers have to undergo biometric authentication before release
of connections, a release from the Ministry on Mr. Puri’'s reply said.

T & ST TR HATCI hY Teh fawACed # gl 12T § foh waft 7w PMUY 39siiranait 1
FAFAT TR FA § Tg aRIATEF TATONFIOT @ [ gham|
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‘NBFC AUM’s FY26
growth may soften
as banks cut funding

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Non Banking Finance Cor-
porations’ (NBFC) assets
under management (AUM)
growth may soften to 18.5%
in FY26 from 25% in FY25
after bank funding to the
sector reduced even as the
RBI normalised risk
weights, credit rating agen-
cy India Ratings said.
“Ind-Ra has maintained
a neutral sector outlook for
NBFCs and stable rating
outlook for FY26. Ability of
lenders to get funding for
growth will depend on as-
set quality progress in
2HFY26, especially for len-
ders in the unsecured seg-
ment,” said Karan Gupta,
head and director, finan-
cial institutions at Ind-Ra.

NBFCs turned more cau-
tious in lending as they are
concerned about asset
quality, especially in mi-
crofinance and unsecured
business loans, Ind Ra
said, adding it expects
higher-rated NBFCs to rely
on capital market funding
and operate in areas with
limited competition from
banks for higher margins.

The 100-basis-point
(bps) cut in repo rate led to
10-year government bond
yields drop by 50 bps to
6.3% in mid-2025 resulting
in lower borrowing costs
for higher-rated NBFCs.

It said unsecured busi-
ness loans and microfi-
nance will face asset-quali-
ty stress and repayment
behaviour of property
loans may be volatile.

NBFC AUM’s FY26 growth may
soften as banks cut funding

dl garT B A Feldt & Fror
NBFC #T FY26 # AUM gefer e+
g asdr §

Non-Banking Finance Corporations’ (NBFC)
assets under management (AUM) growth
may soften to 18.5% in FY26 from 25% in
FY25 after bank funding to the sector
reduced even as the RBI normalised risk
weights, credit rating agency India Ratings
said.

- dfFer el Fafaat (NBFC) #r aRwg
yate (AUM) # 95far FY25 3 25% & geaT
FY26 # 18.5% o & Wahdll § FAITh 3 &1 &
foT d& ®iEo & w4 S &, o1 & RBI & Nf@#
HR FY AT F T 8Y, ¥ &3 Wer wardlt
sfEar IeTw o Fam

¢ ‘“Ind-Ra has maintained a neutral sector
outlook for NBFCs and stable rating outlook for

FY26. Ability of lenders to get funding for growth will
depend on asset quality progress in 2HFY26,

especially for lenders in the unsecured segment,” said Karan Gupta, head and
director, financial institutions at Ind-Ra.

$5-T o NBFC & foU deey dFeRe gfteaior 3k FY26 & farw R T gifeamior

AT 3@ & | §3-0 A Frelir weurat & wage 3 foreeres 0T apear F whgl o FoTerdnsit
I e & fore BiEer yree Ter S &THaT FY26 #T gadl ATE (2HFY26) # TiT
Farfordl $T yarfer o e el faRivent srgriara Jerie 7 riRd Hoterdansit & fav|

e NBFCs turned more cautious in lending as they are concerned about asset quality,
especially in microfinance and unsecured business loans, Ind-Ra said, adding it
expects higher-rated NBFCs to rely on capital market funding and operate in
areas with limited competition from banks for higher margins.

3337 of gl foh NBFC %0T &t & 31f% Wd gl 91T § Fifsh d vde Farfadl, oy &7
Y ATEHIGIEAH 3R IR AR HON F o R §1 36 77 # et fF 3ea-
Y¢S NBFC G37ad: Yol ITeIR & GfSer ured el 3R 08 8131 7 & h{a) Sig7 dai &
wfaeqy’ wa &, arfer 3= Arfeter g foar o a& |

e The 100 basis point (bps) cut in repo rate led to 10-year government bond yields
dropping by 50 bps to 6.3% in mid-2025, resulting in lower borrowing costs for
higher-rated NBFCs.

9T IE & 100 3w warge (bps) T Feldt T 10 drer F GIFN 1o Aiegdq@ 50 bps
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fAIET 7T 2025 3 6.3% &) 91T, THd 3Ta-33 NBFC & ToT 34md) Y arra 7 &)

TS|

e It said unsecured business loans and microfinance will face asset-quality stress
and repayment behaviour of property loans may be volatile.

RO # et I o IRIATT SR %07 AR ATTHBEAT I THE Fa1fadt F1 o
SIelell U3 Hehdl & 3T WAl alet & ToTefarder T sqagR YT &1 Fohell ¢ |

Services PMI stood at
11-month high in July
on strong demand

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Activity in India’s services
sector stood at a 11-month
high in July 2025 driven by
strong demand, according
to a private sector survey.
The HSBC India Services
PMI Business Activity In-
dex increased marginally
to 60.5 in July from 60.4 in
June. Where a score of be-
low 50 denotes a contrac-
tion in activity, one above
50 shows an expansion.
The relatively high score
in July, thus, “signalled
another sharp increase in
output,” the report said.

PMI shows sharp hike in output.

"I‘his is the highest score

the index achieved since
August 2024. “Sustained
increase in new business
intakes were identified by
survey members as the
main aspect behind output
growth,” it added.

Services PMI stood at 11-month
high in July on strong demand

STATS A TG AT F HROT {137t
FT PMI 11 Al & 3=F TAX W

Activity in India’s services sector stood at a
11-month high in July 2025 driven by strong
demand, according to a private sector
survey.

U fASl 81 & WIETOT F ITAR, 0 F qar &8
Fr arfafafer Saré 2025 F ASTa AT F FROT 1

AR & 3T TAX W I
The HSBC India Services PMI Business Activity

Index increased marginally to 60.5 in July from 60.4
in June.

HSBC sfsar afddsr PM| saaam ifafafr gasie

ST A 60.4 § TgHT TS A 60.5 & I

e Where a score of below 50 denotes a
contraction in activity, one above 50 shows an
expansion.

STeT 50 & FH#A HT TR AT 7 RAFgar I qATclr &, T8 50 F FI FT TR AFAR T
caATar g1

o The relatively high score in July, thus, “signalled another sharp increase in
output,” the report said.

ROIE & 3THR, S[ellS T 3I&Thd 3T TR “Fcdiea A TF AR i Jeftr 1 deonet

Sargl

e This is the highest score the index achieved since August 2024.
T FAhieh I HIET 2024 & &G § 379 deh I FIH F9T TR ¢ |
o “Sustained increase in new business intakes were identified by survey members

as the main aspect behind output growth,”

it added.

Rate # 7 ot SirsT a1 fob FfeTor & anffier geedt o AT sqrawfAF HEA F T9mar
Fefer Sl 3cUTee et HT HET HROT T
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UN starts new
bid to forge
plastic pollution

+ UN starts new bid to forge plastic
pollution treaty amid ‘global crisis’

A S S

:GS llIl: Environment

ence France-Presse
GENEVA

Nations must resolve the
global plastics crisis, the
head of UN talks told nego-
tiators from 180 countries
gathered in Geneva on
Tuesday to forge a land-
mark treaty on eliminating
the life-threatening waste.

“We are facing a global
crisis,” Ecuadoran diplo-
mat Luis Vayas Valdivieso
said at the start of 10 days
of negotiations.

“Plastic pollution is da-
maging ecosystems, pollut-
ing our oceans and rivers,
threatening biodiversity,
harming human health,
and unfairly impacting the
most vulnerable,” he said.

“The urgency is real and
the responsibility is on us.”

Three years of negotia-
tions hit the wall in Busan,
South Korea in December

| U‘ ‘:..1' “:‘l.z_

Activists stage a demonstration in front of the UN offices in Geneva

/

on Monday, on the eve of Plastics Treaty negotiations. AFP

when oil-producing states
blocked a consensus.

Key figures steering the
negotiations at this new at-
tempt said they were not
expecting an easy ride this
time, but insisted a deal re-
mained within reach.

“There is been extensive
diplomacy from Busan till

Programme executive di-
rector Inger Andersen
said.

UNEP is hosting the
talks, and Mr. Andersen
said conversations bet-
ween different regions and
interest groups had gener-
ated momentum. “Most
countries, actually, that I

said: ‘We’re coming to Ge-
neva to strike the deal’.
“Will it be easy? No. Will it
be straightforward? No. Is
there a pathway for a deal?
Absolutely.”

Plastic pollution is so
ubiquitous that microplas-
tics have been found on
the highest mountain
peaks, in the deepest
ocean trench and scattered
throughout almost every
part of the human body. In
2022, countries agreed
they would find a way to
address the crisis by the
end of 2024. However, the
supposedly final negotia-
tions on a legally-binding
instrument on plastic pol-
lution, including in the
seas, flopped in Busan.

More than 400 million
tonnes of plastic are pro-
duced globally each year,
half of which is for single-

treaty amid
‘global crisis’

‘ARaF g &
e canfee®
ST HY FeT
+ v s Tg
o % FIRAA Y&
A

Nations must resolve

now,” UN Environment have spoken with have useitems.

the global plastics
crisis, the head of UN
talks told negotiators from 180 countries gathered in Geneva on
Tuesday to forge a landmark treaty on eliminating the life-threatening
waste.

HYF TSE AT & JHE A HIAGAR Y faar # v gr 180 2 & A @
FeT fr 22T T ARTF cATiEed Fhe FT GATHTT FIT A1RT dIfh 35U SATToldT
FEX H) FATCT o & AT v Mg G 718 51 71

“We are facing a global crisis,” Ecuadoran diplomat Luis Vayas Valdivieso said
at the start of 10 days of negotiations.

10 At ¥ aTaT T YRHT A FFAER & AT IFH IAH ATTesTATHT = hgl, "§7
NRTF FFcHTAANT R T 6"
“Plastic pollution is damaging ecosystems, polluting our oceans and rivers,

threatening biodiversity, harming human health, and unfairly impacting the most
vulnerable,” he said.

At T Tef¥e T 1T 8, Sta fafaerar s @l # s 1T 8, AT TR A Jhare
TG TET & R FaW FASR F911 1 I T § T X 6T 81"
“The urgency is real and the responsibility is on us.”

"TehTerdT aEdiae & 3R FAef gg W &I

Three years of negotiations hit the wall in Busan, South Korea in December when
oil-producing states blocked a consensus.
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TR #F gfaror FIRET & qare 7 et aut i a1 T 1S A 59 dd 3eaew qut A
TgATT T 3aeey X e

Key figures steering the negotiations at this new attempt said they were not
expecting an easy ride this time, but insisted a deal remained within reach.

SH S HITRAA H AT T AcJcd X 1§ TG §IETal o el o $H TR ITATT g
351G o181 8, olfeheT 3egiat SN feam for |fer arsf oft worar 31

“There has been extensive diplomacy from Busan till now,” UN Environment
Programme executive director Inger Andersen said.

U GATIIOT FIIFHH Y FREFRY fAerT $IX TSTHA o g, "THE @ 7T dF Sq9H
Feald g5 &1

UNEP is hosting the talks, and Mr. Andersen said conversations between different
regions and interest groups had generated momentum.

JUASYY ST a3 hT ASTETeA Y 18T & 3R AT Ustae o et o fafdesr & 3R e
TG & T g9 S1qdd A 1fer Fer Hr &

“Most countries, actually, that | have spoken with have said: ‘We’re coming to
Geneva to strike the deal’.”

"TS1eT 3rferanter o1t & Aol ST AT § 37giol hal: ‘g foretar veh Ty et 3T & 1™
“Will it be easy? No. Will it be straightforward? No. Is there a pathway for a deal?
Absolutely.”

"1 AE 3T G2 6T | 4T Ag LT ram? TgT | AT Ueh Wier by g &2 Fragper|”
Plastic pollution is so ubiquitous that microplastics have been found on the

highest mountain peaks, in the deepest ocean trench and scattered throughout
almost every part of the human body.

TATRREH YGWUT Sciell eAT9h & foh ATSHICATIRCH qad St gaa A, & g FHar
e 3R AT AR & oamster ¥ Ry A aqw v )

In 2022, countries agreed they would find a way to address the crisis by the end of
2024.

2022 #, 21T 51 37 Hhe ol 2024 & 3 dF gl el DI Il Wiolel I TgH T T
r ot

However, the supposedly final negotiations on a legally-binding instrument on
plastic pollution, including in the seas, flopped in Busan.

gTelifeh, WG AT Collfeesh JGuUT I Hiefel! T ¥ aTEAFRY AT R FuH i
3T arelt gaTeT 7 e gt s
More than 400 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally each year, half of
which is for single-use items.

&Y grer 3fRaeh T W 400 AT a7 ¥ 31+ canfees &1 3T alar g, oad &
3TET U a7 39T Y FEGHT & [T g 1

Page96

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

